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PREFACE. 



THERE is no Way of writing 
fo proper, for the refining arid 
polifhing a Language, as the 
tranflating of Books into it, if he that 
undertakes it has a competent Skill of 
the one Tongue, and is a Mafter of 
the other. When a Man writes his 
own Thoughts, the Heat of his Fan- 
A 2 c^^ 
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cy, and the Quicknefs of his Mind, 
carry him fo much after the Notions 
themfelves, that for the moft Part Re 
is too warm to judge of the Aptnefs 6f 
Words, and the Juftnefs of Figures ; 
fo that he either negledts thefc too 
much, or over-does them : But when 
a Man tranflates, he has none of 
thefe Heats about him: And there- 
fore the French took no ill Method, 
when they intended to reform and 
beautify their Language, in fetting .then: 
beft Writers on Work to ti'Anflate the 
Greek and Lafin Authors into it. There 
is fo little Praife got by a Tranflation, 
that a Man cannot be engaged=in it^wst 
of Vanity, for it has pafs'd for a Sign of 
a flow Mind, that can amufe it-'ftlf 
with fo mean an Entertainment; but 
we begin to grow wifer, and though 
ordinary Tranflators muft fucceed ill 
in the Efteem of the World, yet fome 
have appeared of late that will, I hope, 

bring 
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.brkg that Way of Writing in Credit. 
Thf El^gli^ Jj^anguage has wrought it 
fdf put,: bpth of. the fulfome Pe- 
dantry uiidjer which it laboured long 
ago, and the trifling Way of dark and 
uniptelli^ble Wit that canie after that, 
and out of the coarfe Extravagance of 
Caiuiftg.,that fucceedod this: But as 
one Extream commonjy produces an* 
other, fo we were beginning to fly into 
a fublime Pitch of a ftrong but falfe 
Rhetorick, which had much corrupted, 
not only the Stage^ but . even the Pul- 
pit 3. two Places^ that though they 
ought not to be; naiiied together, 
much lefs to referable one another j 
yet it cannot be denied, but the Rule 
and Meafure of Speech is generally 
taken from them : . ;But that florid 
Strain is almoft quite, worn out, and is 
become now as ridiculous as it was 
once admired. So that without either 
the Expence or Labour that the French 
A. 3 have 
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have undergone, our Language has,- 
like a rich Wine, wrought out its Tar- 
tar, and is infenfibly brought to a Pu- 
rity that could not have been com- 
paffed without much Labour, had it 
not been for the great Advantage that 
we have of a Prince^ who is fb great 
a Judge, that his fingle Approbation 
or Diflike has almoft as great an Au- 
thority over bur Language, as his Pre- 
rogative, gives him over our Coin. We 
are now fo much refined, that how 
defeftive foever^'cur Imaginations or 
Reafonings riiay be, yet our Language 
has fewer Faults, and is more natural 
and proper, than it was ever at any 
Time before. When one compares 
the beft Writers of the laft Age, with 
thofe that excel in this, the Difference 
is very difcernable : Even the great Sir 
Francis Bacony that was the firil that 
writ our Language corred:ly j as he is 
ftill our beft Author, yet in fome 

Places 
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Places has Figures fo ftrong, that they 
could not pafs now before a fevere 
Judge. I will not provoke the prefent 
Mafters of the Stage, by preferring 
the Authors of the laft Age to them : 
For though they all acknowledge that 
they come far fhort of Ben Johnfon^ 
Beaumont and Fletcbery yet I believe 
they are better pleafed to fay this them- 
felves, than to have it obferved by 
others. Their Language is now cer- 
tainlymoreproper,andmore natural than 
it was formerly, chiefly fince the Cor- 
red:ion that was given it by the Rehear^ 
fflly aad it is ta be hoped, that the 
Effay on Poetry^ which may be well 
matched with the beft Pieces of its 
Kind that even Augujius'% Age pro* 
duced, will have a more powerful Ope- 
ration, if clear Senfe, joined with 
home but gentle Reproofs, can work 
more on our Writers, than that un- 
merciful expofmg of thenxhas done.. 

A 4 t 
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I have now piuch Leifure, and want 
piver£on, fo I have beftowed fome of 
any Hours upon Tranfktions, in which 
I h^Me propofed no ill Patterns to my 
felf : But the Reader will be beft able to 
judge whether I have copied fkilfully 
after fuch Originals. This fmall Vo- 
lume which I now publifti, being 
•yvrit. hy one of the greateft Men that 
this Ifland has produced, feemed to me 
to contain fo many fine and well di- 
gefted Notions, that I thought it might 
be n6 imkind nor ill Entertainment 
to: the Nation, to put a Book in their. 
Hands, to which they have fo good a 
Title, and which has a very common 
Fate upon it, to be more known and 
admired all the World ovei', than here 
at Home. It was once tranflated into 
Englijh not long after it was written ; 
and I was once apt to think it might 
have been done by Sir Thomas More 

him- 
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himfelf : For as it is in th€ Englijh of 
his Age, and not unlike his StyleV fo 
the Tranflator has taken a Liberty that 
feems too great for any but the Author 
himfelf, who is Mafter of his own 
Book, and fo may leave out or alter 
his Original as he plcafes : Which is 
more than a Tranflator ought to do, I 
am fure it is more than I have pre- 
fumed to do. 

It was writ in the Year 1516, as 
appears by the Date of the Letter of 
Peter GileSy in which he fays, That 
it was fent him but a few Days before 
from the Author, and that bears Date 
the firft of November, that Year 5 btit I: 
cannot imagine how he comes to be 
called SheriflF of Lvuden iii the Title of 
the Book, for in all our printed Cata- 
logues of Sheriffs, his Name is not to 
be found. I do not think my, felf 
c6nccmed in the naatter of his Book, 
A 5 ao 
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jio more than any other Tranflator Is 
in his Author : Nor do I think More 
.himfelf went in heartily to that which 
is the chief Bafis of his Vtopia^ the 
taking away of ^11 Property^ and the 
levelling the World 3 but that he only 
intended to fet many Notions in his 
Reader's Way ; and that he might not 
feem too much in earneft, he went fo 
far out of all Roads to do it the lefs 
fufpecfted: The Earneftnefs with which 
he recommends the Precaution ufed 
in Marriages among ihtUtopians^ makes 
one think that he had a Misfortune 
in his own Choice, and that therefore 
he was fo cautious on that Head ; for 
the ftriftnefs of his own Life covers 
him from fevere Cenfures : His fet- 
ting out ib. barbarous a Practice, as 
the hiring of Aflaffinates to take off 
Enemies, is fo wild and fo immoral 
both, that it docs not admit of any 
thing to foften or excufe it, much 

lefs 
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kfs to juftify it ; and the advifing Men 
in fomc Cafes to put an end to their 
Lives, notwithftanding all the Caution 
with which he guards it, is a Piece of 
rough and fierce Philofophy. The 
tendereft Part of the whole Work, 
was the Reprefentation he gives of 
Henry the feverith's Court, and his 
Difcourfes upon it^ towards the End 
of the firft Book; in which his 
Difguife is fo thin, that the Matter 
would not have been much plainer if 
he had- named him : But when he 
ventured to write fo freely of the Fa- 
ther in the Son's Reign, and to give 
fuch an Idea of Government under the 
haughtieft Prince, and the moft im- 
patient of uneafy Reftraints that ever 
reigned in England, who yet was fo 
far from being difpleafed with him fw 
it, that as he made him long his par- 
ticular Friend, fo he employed him in 
all his AjQfairs afterwards, and raifed 
A 6 Vvvca 
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him to be Lord Chancellor, I thought 
. I might venture to put it in more mo- 
dern Englijh : For as the Tranflators 
of Plutarch% Heroes, or of Tully's Of" 
fees, are not concerned, either in the 
Maxims, or in the Adtions that they 
relate ; fo I^ who only tell, in the beil 
Englijh I can, what Sir Thomas More 
writ in very elegant Latin, niuft leave 
his Thoughts iind Notions to the Rea- 
der's Cenfure, and do think my felf 
liable for nothing but the Fidelity of 
the Tranflation, and the Corrednefs of 
iht Englijh y and for that I can only 
fay, that I have writ as carefully, and 
as well as I can» 

G. Burnet. 
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Sir Thomas Morels . 

L I F E. 



THOMAS MORE, Son of Sir' 
Jo. MorCy Knight, one of the 
Juftices of the King' s-Benchy was bom 
in Milk-Jireet in the City of London^ 
in the Year of our Lord 1480, where 



xiv Sir Thomas More's Life. 

he was taught Grammar Learning in 
St. Anthony's School, and was after- 
wards received into the Family of Car- 
dinal John Moreton Archbifhop of 
Canterburyy merely from the great 
Hopes that were conceived of him^ 
from the Pregnancy of his Parts. 
About the Year 1497. ^^^ worthy 
Cardinal fent him to Canterbury-College 
(now taken into CbriJi-'Church J' Oxford^ 
where, by the Afliftance of Lynacre^ 
his Tutor, he beoame a great Profi- 
cient in all Sorts of Learning, efpeci- 
ally in ik^ Greek Language, for he was 
a conftant Hearer of Grocynus^ who at 
that Time was public Lecturer of the 
Gr^e/J- Tongue. From Oxford he re- 
moved to New-Inn in London^ where 
continuing for a Time, according to 
the Manner of thofe that intended to^ 
make a Proficiency in the Knowledge of 
the Municipal Laws, he removed thence 
to Lincoln' s-Lin^ where he compleated 

his 
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his Studies, and was at length called 
to-the Bar, 

He was foon advanced to the Place 
of Judge in the Sheriff's Court, London^ 
continuing his Pradlice at the fame 
Time in the others. And tho' he only 
chofe fuch Caufes as appeared jiifl to 
his Confdence,, and never took Fees 
of Widow, Orphan, or poor Perfon, 
he gained an Eftate of 400 /. per An- 
num-y an Eftate, which at that time 
was very eonfiderable. 

Being madp a Member of the Houfe 
of Commons, he oppofed King Henry^ 
the Seventh's Propofal for the Marriage 
Portion of his Daughter Margaret -^ 
which the , King refentcd fo highly, 
that Sir ^Thomas More was refolved to 
go abroad, had not the Death of the 
King prevented it. 

King Henry the Eight coming to the 
Crown, fqon took Notice of him for 
bw extraordinary Gifts of Nature, his 

Learn- 
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twentieth Day following, was delivered 
by the King to Sir. Thomas Audley^ 
Knight. 

After this Sir Thomas retired to his 
Houfe at Chelfea near London^, where 
continuing for fooie Time at his Studies, 
not without the moft exadt Devotion, 
he was at length committed Prifoner 
ta the Tower of London^ for not ac- 
knowledging the King's Supremacy 
over the Church of England: And 
after he had remained feveral Months 
clofe confined, w^s brought to his 
Trial at JVeftminJier-Halk where he 
was condetnned to be hanged, drawn 
and quartered. But that Sentence being 
mitigated by the King, he loft his 
Head on Tfywer-hill^Jufy the 6th, 1535. 
See the Trial. 

He was efteemed one of the greateft 
Prodigies of Wit and Learning, that 
England ever produced before his 
Time. He was allb very meek, humble, 

chari- 
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charitable, and a Defpifer of the Things 
of this World 5 and nothing feemcd to 
be wanting in him to make him a 
Gompleat Chriftiani His Parts were 
great and profound ; he had not his 
Equal in the Knowledge of Divinity, 
the Laws of his Country, the Latin 
and Greek Languages, Poetry and Ma- 
thematics. All which Endowments 
made him not only beloved of Kings 
and Nobles, but of all thofe who in 
his Time were the Lights of Learn- 
ing, as Erafinus; Colety Tonjlal Bifhop 
oiDurhaniy FfJher^ihG^ci\^Qd>eJier^ 
Grocyriy Lynacre^ Lilye^ PaiceiJ^lyofy 
Lupfety Lelandy &c. moft of which, 
efpecially foreign Writers, have cele- 
brated his Memory ixx their refpedtive 
Works, and all Men of Genius in hia 
Time have a great Refpefl: to his Name 
and Writings. He wrote a great many 
Things, a Catalogue of which may 
be fcen in Athena Oxonienfes^ Vot. I- 

and 
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and among the Reft his Latin Book» 
intituled, De OptitM Reipublic^ StatUy 
deque, nova Infula Utopia, &c. has been 
much admired. It contains the Idea 
of a compleat Common- wealth in an 
imaginary Ifland, pretended to be lately 
difcovered in Americay hut fo lively 
defcribedi that', many. : at .Reading it, 
miftook it for a real Truth : Infomuch 
that feveral learned Mcn^ as Budauty 
and Johannes PaludanuSy through a fer- 
.vent Zeal for the Propagation of Chrif- 
lianity wifhed^ |:hat fome excellent Di- 
vines imght be feat ^hie»re to, preach the 
GofpeU V / 
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IAYn'!atm6ft afhamed, my deareft 
Peter dles^ to fend you this Book 
of the tit opt an Common-Wealthy after 
almoft a Year's tJelay ^ when you no 
doubt look'd for 'it in fix Weeks: 
For as you' are feniible that I had no 
Occafion to make ufe of my Inven- 

tiou^ 
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lion, or tx) take Pains to put Things 
into a Method, becaufe I had nothing 
to do, but to repeat exactly what I 
heard Raphael relate in your Prefence ; 
fo a ftudied Elegance of Expreffion 
would have been here unneceffary. 
Since as he delivered Things to us of 
the fudden, and in a carelefs Style ; he 
being, you know, a greater Mafter of 
the Greeks than of the Latin ^^ the 
plainer my Words are, they will the 
better referable his Simplicity, and will 
confequently be nearer to the Truth. 
This is all that I think lies on me, 
and the only Thing in which I thought 
myfelf concerned : I confefs that I had 
here very little left for me to do ; for 
the Invention and Ordering of fuch a 
Scheme would have coft a Man, whofe 
Capaicity and Learning was of the or- 
dinary Standard, fome Pains and Time. 
But if it had been neceflary, that this 
Relation fhould have been not. only. 

con- 
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confiftent with Truth, but expreffled 
with Elegance, it could never have 
been performed by me, even after all 
the Pains and Time that I could have 
beftowed upon it. My Part in it was 
fo very fmall, that it could not give me 
much Trouble, all that belonged to 
me being only to give a true and full 
Account of the Things that I had 
heard : But though this required fo^ 
very little of my Time, yet even that 
little was long denied me by iny other' 
Afiairs, which prefs much upon me:* 
For while in pleading, and hearing, in' 
judging or compofing- of Caufes, in 
waiting on fome'Men upon Bufinefs/ 
and on others out of Refpe(a,the greateflr 
Part of the Day is fpent on other 
Men's Affairs, the Remainder of it 
muft be given to my Family at Home : ^. 
So that I can referye no Part of it to" 
myfelf, that is, to my Study : I muft 
talk with my Wife, and chat with 

my 
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my Children^ and I have fomewhat to 
fay to my Servants : All thefe Things 
I reckon as a Part of Bufinefs, except 
a Man will refolve to bfe a Stranger at 
HoHM,; : for with- whomfocver either^ 
Naturej, Chance, or Choice has engaged 
a Man, in any Commerce, he muft- 
eindeavour to make himfelf as accept- 
able to thofe about hira, as .he poffibly 
can3p ufmg ^ftill fuch a Temper, that 
he may not fpoil them by an exceflive 
Qeoidencfej fo that his Servants niay' 
not jbecomc his Mafterfe* . In fuch 
Things as thefe. Days, Months, and' 
Years flip away j what is then left for 
Writing? And yet I have faid nothing 
of that Time that -muft go for Sleep, 
or for Meatx! In which many' wafte al- 
moft as. much of their Time, as in 
Sleep, which -confumes very near the 
Half of our Life 5 and indeed all the 
Time which I can gain tcJ myfelf, is 
that which I. ileal ii'om my Sleep and* 

my 
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tny Meals 5 and becaufe that is not 
much) I have made but a flow Pro- 
grefs ; yet as it is fomewhat, I have 
at laft got to an End of my Uto^ 
pia^ which I now fend to you, and 
expert that after you have read it, yow 
will let me know if you can put me 
in mind of any Thing that has ef- 
caped me; for tho' I would think 
myfelf very happy, if I had but as 
much Invention and Learning as I 
know I have Memory, which makes 
me generally depend much upon it, 
yet I do not rely {o entirely on it, as 
to think I can forget nothing. 

My Servant, John Clement^ has ftarted 
fomc Things that fliake me: You 
know he was prefcnt with us, as I 
think he ought to be, at every Conver- 
fation that may be of ufe to him ; for 
I promife myfelf great Matters from 
the Progrefs he has fo early made in 
B the 
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the Greek and Roman Learning. As 
far as my Memory ferves me, the 
Bridge over Anidef at Amauroty was, 
according to Raphaefs Account, 500 
Paces broad ; but John ailures me, he 
Ipoke only of 300 Paces j therefore, 
p-ay recoUedl what you can remember 
of this, for if you agree with him, I 
will believe that I have been miftaken ; 
but if you remember nothing of it, I 
will not alter what I have written, 
becaufe it is according to the beft of 
.>my Remembrance: For as I will 
take care that there may be nothing 
-falfly fct down; fo if there is any 
Thing doubtfiil, tho' I may perhaps 
tell a Lie, yet I am fure I will not 
make one ; for I would rather pais for 
a good Man than fc»F a wife one : But 
it will be eafy to corred: this Miftake, 
if you can either meet with Raphael 
himfelf, or know how to write to 
him. I 
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I have another Difficulty that preflcs 
xne more, and makes your writing to 
Jiim the more neceflary; I know not 
whom I ought to blame for it, whe- 
ther Raphael, you, or myfeif ; for as 
we did not think of afking it, fo nei- 
ther did he of telling us« in what Part 
of the New World Utopia is fituated ; 
this was fuch an Omiffion that I would 
gladly redeem it at any Rate : I am 
ajfkamedy that after I have told fo 
many Things concerning this Ifland, 
I cannot let my Readers know in 
what Sea it lies, iThere are fome 
among us that have a mighty Defire 
to go thither, and in particular, one 
pious Divine is very earneft upon It, 
not fo much out of a vain Curiofity of 
feeing unknown Countries, as that he 
may advance our Religion, which is 
fo happily begun to be planted there ; 
and that he may do this regularly, he 
intends to procure a Miflion from the 
B » Pope, 
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Pope, and to be fcnt thither as their 
Bifhop. In fuch a Cafe as this, he 
makes no Scruple of afpiring to that 
Charadler, but thinks fuch Ambition 
meritorious, while adluated folely by a 
pious Zeal j he defires it only as the 
Means of advancing the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, and not for any Honour or Ad- 
vantage that may accrue to himfelf. 
Therefore I earneftly beg, that if you 
can poffibly meet with Raphael ^ ot if 
you know how to write to him, you 
will be pleafed to inform yourfelf of 
thefe Things, that there may be no 
Falfliood left in my Book, nor any 
important Truth wanting. And per- 
haps it will not be unfit to let him fee 
the Book itfelf : For as no Man can 
correct any Errors that may be in it, 
fo well as he; fo by reading it, he 
will be able to give a more perfedt 
Judgment of it, than he can do upon 
any Difcourfe concerning it : And you 

will 
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will be likewife able to difcover whe- 
ther this Undertaking of mine is ac- 
ceptable to him or not ; for if he in- 
tends to write a Relation of his Tra- 
vels, perhaps he. will not be pleafed 
that I fhould prevent him, in that Part 
that belongs to the Utopian Common- 
wealth i fince if I fhQuld do fp, his 
Book will not furprize the World with 
the Pleafure which this new Difcovery 
Ip^rill give the Age. And I ani fo little 
fond of appearing in print upon this 
Occafion^ that if he dliflikes it, I will 
lay it afide $ and even though he /hould 
approve of it, I am not pofitively de* 
ti^mined as to the publiihing it. Men's 
Taftes differ much;, fomc are of fo 
morofe a Temgery/o four a Difpofition, 
and make fuch abfurd Judgments of 
^hiiigs^ that Men of chearful and 
lively Tempers, who indulge their 
Qenius^ feem much more happy, than= 
thofe who wafte their Time and* 
B 3;. Stewv^ 
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Strength in order to publifhing a Book, 
which tho' of itfelf it might be ufe- 
fut or pleafant, yet inftead of being 
well received, will be fore to be either 
laughed at,, or cenfured. Many know 
nothing of Learning, and others deipife 
it: A Man that is accuftomed to a 
coarfe and harfli Style, thinks every 
thing is rough that is not barbarous. 
Our trifling Pretenders to Learning, 
think all is flight that is not drefs'd up 
in Words that are worn out of ufc j 
fome love only old Things, and many 
like nothing but what is theif own. 
Some are fo four that they can allow 
no Jeflis, and others, fb duU that they 
can endure nothing that is iharp 3 while 
ethers are as^ much aj&aid of any thing 
gay and lively, as a Man bit with a 
mad Dog is of Water ; others are fo 
light and unfettlcd, that their Thoughts 
change as quick as they do their 
Poftures : Some again, when: they meet 
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10 Taverns, take upon them among 
their Cups to pafs Cenfures very freely 
on all Writers ; and, with a fuperci- 
lious Liberty, to condemn every thing 
they do not like : In which they have 
an Advantage, like that of a bald Man, 
who can catch hold of another by 
the Hair, while the other cannot re- 
turn the like upon him. They are' 
fafc as it were from Gun-fhot, fincc 
there is nothing in them folid enough 
to be taken hold of. Others are fa 
unthankful, that even when they are 
well pleafed with a Booky yet they 
think they owe nothing to the Author; 
and are like thofe rude Guefls, who 
after they have been well entertainecj* 
at a good Dinner,, when they have 
glutted their Appetites, go away witli- 
out fo much as thanking him that 
freated them. But who would put 
himfelf to the Charge of making a 
Feail for Men of fuch nice Palates,^ 
B 4 and: 



xxiv ^e Author's^ &c* 

and fo different Taftcsj who arc fo 
forgetful of the Civilities that arc paid 
them ? But dp you once clear thofc 
Points with Raphfudy and then it will 
be time enough to confidcr whether 
it be fit to publifh it or not; for 
fince I have been at the Pains to write 
it, if he confents to it*s being publifhed 
I will follow my Friend's Advice, and 
chiefly yours. Farewell my dear Feter^^ 
commend me kindly to your good 
Wife, and love me ftill as you ufc to^ 
do, for I aflure you I love you daily 
more and more. 
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THE 

T R I A E. 

O F 

Sir THOMAS MOREi. 

For HIGH TREASON. 

B £ F O R £9 

The Duke of Norfolk and other CommlA 
fioners oi Oyer and Terminer y the 7th oi May^ 
1535, and in the 26th of Henry VIIL 
Tsdcen from Salmon's Critical Review of: 
the State-Trials. 

THE Charge contained in the Indidlment ' 
was, I. That the Prifoner had ftubbora- 
ly oppofed the King's fecond Marriage : : 
2;* That he malicioufly refufed to declare his 
Opinion of the A& of Supremacy : 3. That he 
endeavoured to evade the Force of that Statute^ . 
and advifed Bifhop Fifier by his Letters^ not to 
B. 5 . Cvd^tCLvl 
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fubmit to it ^ and, 4. That upon his examina^- 
don in tlie Tawdry it being demanded, if he* 
approved the AA o£ Supremacy, he anfwered,, 
^Cbat tbe^ejiion was like a. two-edged Sword y 
tfbe anfwered one Wayj it would dejiroy his Bodyy 
and if the other Way^ his Soul\ and thefe were 
laid to, be Opexk or Overt- Aflts ofi the Treafonu 
of his Heart. 

As to the two firft Articles he did not deny, 
that he advifed the King againft his fecond 
Marriage, or, that he declined giving his Opi- 
nion concerning die Aft of Supremacy ^ and his- 
Letters to Fijher were faid to prove the Third,, 
but they were not produced :. -R/Vi,. the King's 
SoUicitor, gave Evidence of the Fourth, con- 
cerning his Anfwer on his Examination in the 
Towfr. 

Sir Thomas faid in his Defence, TTiat he had- 
no Malice or Treafon in his Heart, when he ad- 
vifed the King againft his fecond Marriage, but 
gave his Opinion according to his Confciencc 
and his Duty, when his Majefty required it; and 
that, if he had refufed to deliver his Opinion, 
his Majefty might juftly havercfented it : 2. As 
to the fecond Charge^ he thought Silence was 
no Sign-of the Malice of his Heart ; for, ac- 
cording to the Civilians, he who Jield bis Peace 
&€med to confent, declaring, he had never caft 
^aity reflexion on the A<^ before any Man : 3. 

A$. 
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Ab to die Third, which charges him with ma- 
liciouily adviiing Fififir not to comply with the 
AA, he defired his Letters, that were faid to 
prove it, might be produced, and he was confi- 
dent they would acquit hini of ever giving fuch 
Advice: 4. And as to the fourth Article, the 
Words were no Refledion on flie ASt if he had- 
Ipokenthem; but he had never (aid any thing, 
like them, excepting at the fame time to the 
Evidence of Rich the SoUicitor, on whofe Tefti-- 
mony he was charged with them; and appealing 
to the Memory of the Lords who were prefcnt. 
at that Examination, they all declared, Tib/^x 
heard', w fiub Words. 

The Jury, however, was fo managed, that 
within a Quarter of an Hour after tfiey were 
gone out, they returned with their Verdid, That^ 
tbiPrifoner was GtJiLTY of High Treafon. 

The Court demanding of Sir Thomas^ What 
He had to fay, why Judgment fhouM not be pro- 
nounced againft him,* he only obferved. That an 
Aft of Parliament could not give the King the* 
Supremacy of the Church, of which England- 
was but a Part ; and further, that none but Hea- 
ven could confer that Supremacy on any Perfon : 
After which Sentence was pronounced on him jis- 
a Traitor; tho' all except the beheading, was 
pardoned, on Account of the Prifoner's having; 
torn die Office of Lord Chancellor. 

B 6 Ht. 
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He was ordered to be executed on the flxtU^ 
of 7i/^;.a{)but a Mdnth afier his Trial:. He- 
prefeived his ufilal facetious Temper to the laft ; 
for obferviiig the Stairs of the Scaffold very 
weak, hi difireia-Friind U lend him a Hand 
Ugitup% but when I come doum {(ajs he) lit mi 
Jhifi fir my filf.' And when the Executioner,. 
U ufual, aiked-hinr for^venefs, .Friind (fays Sir 
Thomas) yw will, git but littk Cri£t in cutting 
•ff' my Htady mf Ntck is fo Jhirt. Then he de^ 
fired the Executiamr's Leavi. to lay his Biard a- 
fidiy for that had commit ted no Tnafim. 

S A LM O N's Remarks on the Trials. 

It is not eafy to conceive what there was In 
diis Charge, if it had been all proved, that 
could amount to High Treafon, or even a 
Mifdemeanor; unlefs it be criminal npt to think 
alway as the King thinks* Very precarious 
was the Life of a Subje£l in this Reign. What- 
ever the Qourt were pleafed to denominate Trea- 
, fon, was adjudged IVeafon ; and whoever the 
Miniftry thought fit to accufe, were foimd guil- 
ty. No Jury, or Court of Juftice, durft rcr 
fufe to convidl any Man the King intimated he 
would have condemned to Death: And Par- 
liaments met only to execute the King*s De- 
crees. We may therefore look upon this Reign 
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di^Henrj the Vm. to be the moft tyrannical^ 
arbitraiy, and cruel, that is to be met with in 
our Aimals. From this Profecution of Sir Th^ 
mas MoTiy it appears that neither Virtue, Parts^ 
Learning, or even Innocence^- and the moft in- 
ofienfive Behaviour,, were any Protection. This 
great Man^^ yfd^ had. arrived to a^good old Age^ 
was not fufiered to go to the Grave in the natu-« 
ral and ordinary' way. His fteady and perleve- 
ring Virtue was a- SLq;>roach to the Tyraht, who • 
feemed determined to fufier no Man to live that 
would not fall down and worfliip him, and ' 
change his Creed as often as he changed his 
Mind. 

Sir TTmuttvi Ibmetimes cenfured for the light* - 
neis of his Expreffions at the Hour of Death ;^ 
kut to me it only ihews his Innocence, .and that : 
he confidered this but as the Paflage to a better * 
State, which made him more thanmfually gay, .. 
at the Approach of his Execution } and as to his < 
faying Hii Btard had cotmmtted no Treafin^ he * 
certainly intended to intimate thereby, that, his • 
whole Perfon was equally innocent, and that no- - 
thing, how inoffenfive foever, could efcapc th^r 
Rage and Fury of that Adminiftration. . 

While he was a Prifoner in the Tower, and * 
fome Days before his Death, he compofed the 
following Prayer i which we find inferted ia 
moft of the Catholick Manuals* 

A Pra^tr 
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A Pr0fir made by Sir THOMAS MOUE,. 
whilft hi was a Prifiner in the Tower. 

GIVE me O Lord, tKy Grace, in all my* 
Fear' and Agony, to have recourfe to that* 
great Fear^ and wonderful Agony, which thou^ 
my fweet Saviour, fuilcredft on Mount Olivetr 
bdTore thy moft bitter Paffion; and in the Medi*^ 
tation thereof, to conceive fuch Spiritual Com- 
fort as ihafl be profitable to my SouL 

Take from me, O my God, all vain-glorious' 
Thoughts, all Appetite of my own Praife, all 
Envy, Covetoufiiefi,. Gluttony, Sloth, and Lux- 
ury} all- froward Affeftions, all Appetite of 
Revenge, all Defire of. others Harm, all Plea-' 
fure in provoking any Perfon to Anger, all De-> 
Ught of Exprobration and Infultation againft any> 
' in their Afflidion or Calamity. Give me, O 
Lord, an humble, quiet, peaceable^ patient, 
tender and charitable Mind ; and in all my 
Thoughts, Words and Deeds, to have a Taftc 
of thy Holy Spirit. 

Give me, O Lord, a lively Faith, a firm 
Hope, and a fervent Charity, a love of thee in- 
comparably above the Love of my felf 5 that I 
may love nothing to thy Difpleafure, but every 
Ihing^ in order to thy Satisfadion. 

Give me, O Lord^ a longing to be with 

thee 
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tXieOy not for avoidbg the Calamities of thi»- 
wzstdied Wbrldy. nor fo much for efcaping the 
Pains of Purgatoiy,. or thofe of Hell,- nor for 
Ac attaining the Joys of Heaven, with refpeSt 
to my own Advantage, as purely, for the Love 
of- thee. 

Retaki for me, O Lord, . thy Love and Fa- 
vour, which my Love to thee, were it ever.fo^ 
greats could not (without thy infinite Goodnefs)^ 
deferve. 

Pardbn, CT Lord, my Boldnefi^- in makmg: 
fuch high Petitions, being fo vile and finful a 
Wretch^ ^ and fo unworthy to obtain the loweft : 
Yet, O Lord, they are fuch Things as I am i 
bound to wifli for, and fhould be near the effect 
tual. Defire oR them.;. if my manifold Sins were. 
not the Impediment : From which, O fweet 
Saviour Chrift, vouchfafe of thy Goodncfs, to. 
waih me with that blefled Blood that iilued out 
•f thy tender Body, in the. divers Toonents of: 
thy moft bitter Paffioni. 

Take from^ me, O Lord, this lukevearm, or^ 
rather ftarkeold Manner of Meditation,. and 
this Dulnefr^ in* Prayer ; Give mc-Fcrvour 
and Deli^ in^ blinking of Thee, . and thjf, 
Grace earneftlf to defire* thy Holy Sacraments, . 
and efpecially to rejoice inthe Prefence of thy/ 
blefled Body (fweet SaviojK Chrift) in the Ho- 
ly Sacrament of the Altar : And duly to thank 
dxee for. thy gracious Vifiution therein, and at 
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that high Memorial^ with tender Compaffion^n 
to remember and confider thy moft bitter Death i 
upon the Crofi. 

Make us all,^ .O Lord, every Day virtually 
Participants of that Holy Sacrament : Make us 
all lively Members, fweet Saviour Chrift, of ^ 
Aj Holy Myftical Body^ the^Catholick Church. 



LO K D, give n» Patience in Tribulation, 
and Grace iii every Thing, to conform my 
Will to thine ; that I may truly fey. Thy Will 
Vb done on Earth, as it is in Heaven.^ 

The Things, good Lord,' that I pray for, , 
give me thy Grace to laboiu: for« Jmn, 
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The DISCOURSES of 
RAPHAEL HYTHLOPAY^ 

Of the Ih^ State of a 

CommcMi-WealtlK 



WRZTTBK ftV 

Sir THOMAS MORE^ Citizen^ 

and Sheriff of London^ 

HENRY the Eighth^thc unconquer'aXihg 
of England^ a Prince adorned . with all 
the Virtues that become a great Mo- 
narch ; having fome Differences of no fmall: 
Confequcncc with Charles the moftjerene Prince 
%iCaftiU^ fent me into Blander Sy as his Ambaf* 
ftdor^, for treating and compoiing;^. Matters, be^ 
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tween them. I was Colleague and Companion 
to that incomparable Man Cutbbert Tmftalj 
uriiom the King with fuch univerial Applaufe 
ht^ made Mafler of the Rolls ; but of whom 
I will fay nothing; not becaufe I fear that the 
Tcftimony of a Friend will be fufpefted, but 
rather becaufe his Learning and Virtues are too 
great for me to do them Juftice, and fo well 
known, that they need not^ my Commendations 
unlefi I would, according to the Proverb, Shew 
th Sim with a Lantborn. Thofe that were ap* 
pointed by the Prince to treat with us, met us 
tt BrugiSy according to Agreement ; they were 
all worthy Men. The Margrave of Bruges was 
their Hea4^ and the ^hief Man ampng^ them ; 
but he that was efteemed the wifeft, and that 
IJwke for the reft, was George Temfe the Provoft 
of Cajfelfee\ both Art and Nature had concurred 
to make him eloquent :. He was very learned in 
the Law-; and as he had a great Capacity,, fo by 
a long Pra&ice in AflFairs, he was very dextrous 
at unravelling diem. After we had feveral times 
met without coming to an Agreement, they 
went to BruJJeh for fbme Days to know the 
Prince's Pleafore. And fince our Bufinefe would, 
admit it, I went to Antwerp : While I was 
there, among many that viiited me, there way 
one that was more acceptable to me than any 
other; Peter Giles born at Jntwerpy who is a* 
Maa of great Honour, and of a good Rank 

iO; 
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in his Town, tho* leis than he deferves ; for I 
do not know if there be any where to be found 
a more learned and a better bred young Man: 
for as he is both a very worthy, and a very 
knowing Peribn; fo he is fo civil to all Men, ib 
particularly kind to his Friends, and fo AiU of 
Candour and AfFe^on, that there is not perhaps 
above one or two any where to be found, that 
is in all Refpeds fo perfed a Friend : He la 
extraordinarily modeft, there is no Artifice in 
bim> and yet no Man has more of a prudent 
Simplicity : His Converfation was fo plea(ant and 
ib innocently chearful, that his Company in a 
great meafure leflened any Longings to go back 
to my Country, and to my Wife and Children^ 
which an Abfence of four Months had quicken'd 
yery much. One Day as I was returning Home 
from Mais at St. A^tr/s^ which is the chief. 
Church, and the moft frequented of any in jfnt' 
werpy I faw him by Accident talking with a 
Stranger, who feemed paft die Flower of his 
Age^ his Face was tanned, he had a long Beard 
and his Cloak was hanging carelefly about him»: 
fi> that by his Looks and Habit I concluded he 
was a Seaman. As foon as Piter faw me, he 
came and faluted me ; and as I was returning his 
Civility, he took me afide, and pointing to him 
with whom he had been difcourflng, he faid,,- 
Do you fee that Man? I was juft thinking to* 
bring him to you. la^fwert^,^ he {{lould. bavo 
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^cn voy wdcome on your Account : And on 
his own too, replied he, if you knew the Man» 
for there is none alive that can give fo copious 
an Account of unknown Nations and Countries 
as he can do ;. which I know you very much de« 
fire. Then laid I, I did not gueis amiis, for 
at firft fight I took him for a Seaman : But you 
are much miffaken, faid he, for he has not 
£uled as a Seaman, but as a Traveller, or ra« 
dier a Philolbpher. This Rapboil, who from 
bis family carries the Name of Hfihkday^ is not 
%norant of the Latin Tongue, but is eminently 
learned in the Greek, having s^plied himfelf 
nore particularly to diat dian to the former, be« 
caufe he had .given himfelf much to Philofof^y^ 
in which he knew that iktRmiou have left u» 
nothing that is valuable, except what is to be 
found in Spuea and Cuero. He is a P^rtugmfi 
by Birth, and was b defirous of feeing the Worlds 
Aat he divided his Eftate ^among his Brothers, 
run the fame Hazard as Anuricus Fe/putiusy 
and bore a Share in three of hi« four Voyages^ 
that are now publiflied ; only he did not return 
with him in bis laft, but obtained Leave of hhn 
almoft by Force, that he might be one of thofe 
twenty-four who were left at the fartheft Place at 
which they touched, in their laft Voyage to New 
Caftik. The leaving him thus, did not a little 
patiiy one that was more fond of travelling than 
fif letuming Hornet. to he. buned in his own 

Countryi.. 
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Country; for he ufed often to fay, that the Way 
to Heaven vras the (ame from all Places; and 
he that had no Grave, had' the Heavens ftill over 
him. Yet this Difpofition of Mind had coft 
him dear, if God had not been very gracious to 
him ; for after he, with five CaJIiUans had tra- 
velled over many Coimtries, at laft, by ftrange 
good Fortune, he got to CeyUn^ and from thence 
to Calicutj where he very happily found, fome 
Portuguefe Ships ; and, beyond all Men*s Expec- 
tations, returned to his native Country. When 
Feter had faid this to me, I thanked him for his 
Kindnefs, in intending to give me the Acquaint- 
ance of a Man, whofe Converfation he knew 
would be fo acceptable ; and upon that Raphael 
and I embraced each odier. After thofe Civi- 
lities were paft, which are ufual with Strangers 
upon their firft Meeting, we all went to my 
Houfe, and entering into the Garden, fat down 
on a green Bank, and entertained one another 
in Difcourfe. He told us, that when Vefputius 
had failed away, he and his Companions that 
ftsud behind in New Caftile^ by degrees infinu- 
ated themfelves into the AfFeftions of the People 
of the Country, meeting often with them, and 
treating them gently : and at laft they not only 
lived among them without Danger, but con- 
verfed familiarly with them ; and got fo far in- 
to the Heart of a Prince, whofe Name and Coun- 
try 1 have forgot, that he both furniihed them 

plentifully 
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plentifully with all Things neceflaiy, and aUb 
with the Conveniencies of travelling ; both Boats 
when they went by Water, and Waggons when' 
they travelled over Land : He lent widi them a 
very faithful Guide, who was to introduce and 
reconunend them to fuch other Princes as they had 
m Mind to fee : And after many Dbjs Journey, 
diey came to Towns, and Cities, and to Com* 
monwealths, that were both haj^y governed, 
and well peopled. Under the JEfuat^r^ and as 
fa on both fides of it as the Sun moves, there 
lay vaft Defarts that were parched with the per* 
petual Heat oS the Sun ; the Soil was withered, 
all Things looked difinally, and aU Places were 
either quite uninhabited, or abounded with wild 
Beafts and Serpents, and fome few Men, that 
¥rere neither lels mid, nor left cruel than the 
Beafls themfelves. But as they went ferther, a 
new Scene opened, all Things grew milder, the 
Air lels burning, the Soil more verdant, and e- 
ven the Beafts were left wild : And at laft there 
were Nations, Towns, and Cities, that had not 
only mutual Commerce among themfelves, and 
with their Neighbours, but traded both by Sea 
and Land, to very remote Countries. There 
they found the Conveniencies of feeing many 
Countries on all Hands, for no Ship went any 
Vo3rage into which he and his Companions 
were not very welcome. The firft veflels that 
diey few were fiat-bottomed, their Sails wers 

made 
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.made of Reeds and Wicker woven dofe toge- 
ther, only fome were of Leather; but afterwards 
they found Ships made with round Keels, and 
Canvals Sails, and in all Refpe&s like our Ships; 
and the Seamen underftood both Aftronomy and 
Navigation. He got wonderfully into their Fa^ 
vour, by fliewing them the Ufe of the Needle, 
of which till then they were utterly ignorant. 
They failed before with great Caution, and only 
in Summer Time, but now they count all Sea- 
ions aUke,. trufting wholly to the Loadftone, in 
which they are perhaps more fecure than fafe ; 
fo that there is Reafon to fear, that this Difco- 
very which was thought would prove fo much 
to their Advantage, may by their Imprudence be- 
come an Occafion of much Mifchief to them. 
But it were too long to dwell on all that he 
^old us he had obferved in every Place; it would 
be too great a DigreiEon from our prefent Pur- 
po(e: Whatever is neceflary to be told, con- 
cerning thofe wife and prudent Inftitutions which 
he obferved among civilized Nations, may per- 
haps be related by us on a more proper Occa- 
fion. We alk*d him many Queftions concern- 
ing all thefe Things, to which he anfwered very 
willingly; only we made no Enquiries after 
Monfters, than which nothing is more com- 
mon; for every where one may hear of raven- 
ous Dogs and Wolves, and cruel Men-eaters; 
but it is not fo eafy to find Sutes that are well 
• and wifely governed. As 
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As "he told us of many Things that were amlfii 
in thofe new-difcovered Countries^ fo he reckoned 
up not a few Things, from which Patterns might 
be taken for corredling the Errors of thefe Na- 
tions among whom we live; of which an Ac- 
count may be given, as I have already promifed, 
'at fome other Time ; for at prcfent I intend only 
Co relate thofe Particulars that he told us of the 
Manners and Laws of the Utopians : But I will 
begin with the Occafion that led us to fpeak of 
that Commonwealth. After Rapha€l had dif- 
courfed with great Judgment on the many Errors 
that were both among us and thefe Nations ; had 
treated of the wife Inftitutions both here and 
there, and had fpoken as diftin£i:ly of the Cuf- 
foms and Government of every Nation through 
which he had paft, as if he had fpent his whole 
Life in it ; P^ter being ftruck with Admiration, 
faid, I wonder Raphael, how it comes that you 
enter into no King's Service, for I am fure there 
are none to whom you would not be very ac- 
ceptable : For your Learning and Knowledge, 
both of Men and Things is fuch, that you would 
not only entertain them very pleaiantly, but be 
of great Ufe to them, by the Examples you 
could fet before them, and the Advices you could 
give them; and by this Means you would both 
ferve your own Intereft, and be of great Ufe to 
all your Friends. As for my Friends, anfwcred 
Ae, I need not be much concerned, having al- 
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ready done for them all that was incumbent on 
me; for when I was not only in good Health, 
but frefh and young, I diftributed that among 
my Kindred and Friends, which other People do 
not part with till they are old and fickj when 
tfiey dien unwillingly give that which they can 
enjoy no longer themfelves. I think my Friends 
ought, to reft contented with this, and not to* 
expe<a that for their Sakes I (hould enflave my 
felf to any King whatfbever. Soft and fair, faid' 
Petet'y I do not mean that you'fhould be a Slave 
to any King, but only that you fliould affift 
tliem, and be ufeful to them. The Change of 
the Word, faid he, docs not alter the Matter.' 
But term it as you will, replied Peicr^ I do not 
f^e any other Way in which you can be fo ufe- 
ful, both in private to your Friends^ and to die 
Publick, and by which you can make your own 
Condition happier. Happier ! anfwered Raphael^ 
is tliat to be compafled in a Way fo abhorrent 
to my Genius ? Now I live as I will, to which' 
I believe few Courtiers can pretend : And there 
^ are fo many that court the Favour of great Men, 
that there will be no great Lofs, if they are not 
troubled either with md or with others of my' 
Temper. Upon this, faid I, I perceive Raphael 
that you neither defire Wealth nor Greatnefs j 
and indeed I value and admire fuch a Man much- 
more than I do any of the great Men in the 
World.. Yet I think you would do >n\«X >Nwk^ 

C N^^ 
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well become . fo generous and {^ilofophical a* 
Soul as yours is, if you would apply your Time 
and Tbou^tB to publick Afiairs, even tho' you 
may happen to find it a little uneafy to your 
felf 5 and this you can never do with {o much 
Advantage, as by being taken into the Council 
of fome great Prince, and putting him on no- 
ble and worthy Aflions, which^ I know you 
would do if you were in fuch a Poft ; for the 
Springs both of Good and Evil, flow from the 
Prince, over a whole Nation, as from a lafting 
fountain. So much Learning as you have, even 
•without Pradlice in Affairs ; or fo great a Prac- 
tice as you have had, without any other Learn- 
ing, would render you a very fit Counfellor to- 
any King whatfoever. You are doubly miftaken, 
iaid he, Mr. Morey both in your Opinion of 
me, and in this Judgment you make of Things : 
For as I have not that Capacity that you fancy 
I have ; fo, if I had it. the Publick would not 
be one Jot the better, when I had facrificed my 
quiet to it. For moftPrinces apply themfelves more 
to AfEairs.ofWar than to the ufeful Arts of Peace ; 
and in diefe I neither have any Knowledge, nor 
do I much defu-e it : They are generally more 
fet on acquiring new Kingdoms, right or wrong, 
than on governing well thofe they pofleft. And 
among the Minifters of Princes, there are none 
diat are not fo wife as to need no Afiiftance, 
pr at leaft that do not tiiink tbemfolVes fo wife, 

that 
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that thejr imagine they need none; and if they 
court any, it is- only tHofe for wbom<tfee Prince 
haa nnich perfonal Favour, whonn by their Faun- 
ings and Flatteries tfeey endeavour to fix t^ 
their owii Interefts : And indeed Nature has fq 
made us, tfeat we 231 love to be flattered, and 
to pleafe ourfehes with our own Notions. The 
old Grow foves his Young, and the Ape her 
Cubs. Now if in fuch a- Court, made up of 
Pcrfons who envy all others, and only admire 
themfelvcs, a Perfon fhould but propofe any 
thing that he had either read in Hiftory, or ob- 
fervcd in his Travels, the reft would think that 
the Reputation of their Wifdom would fink, and 
that their Interefts would be much deprefled, if 
they couM not run it down : And if all other 
Things failed, then tiiey would fly to this. That 
focli or fiich Things pleafed our Anceftors, and 
it were well for us if we could but match them. 
They would fet up their Reft on fuch an An- 
iwer, as a fufEcient Confutation of all that could 
be (aid j as if it were a great Misfortune, that any 
fhould be found wifer than his Anceftors : But 
tho' they winingfy let go all the good Thingf 
tliat were^ among thofe of former Ages ; yet if 
better Things are propofed, they cover thenir 
felves obftinately with this Excufe, of Reve* 
tence to paft Times. I have met with thefe 
ppoud,. morofe, and abfurd Judgments of Things 
ill many PlaceS) particularly oace in England, 
Ca W» 
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Was you ever there, faid I ? Yes, I was, an<- 
fwered he, and flaid fome Months there, not 
long after the Rebellion in the Weft was fup- 
prefled, with a great Slaughter of the poor Peo- 
ple that were engaged in it. 

I was then much obliged to that Reverend 
Prelate John Morion Archbifhop of Cantirbury^ 
Cardinal, and Chancellor of England ^ a Man, 
(aid he, Peter (for Mr, Mere knows vvell what 
he was) that was not Icfs venerable for his Wif- 
dom and Virtues, than for the high Charafter 
he bore : He was of a middle Stature, not bro- 
ken with Age ; his Looks begot Reverence ra- 
ther than Fear ; his Converfation was eafy, but 
ferious and grave ; he fometimes took Pl^afure to 
try the Force of thofe that came as Suitors to 
him upon Bufmefs, by fpeaking Iharply, tho' de- 
cently to them, and by that he difcovercd their 
Spirit and Prefence of Mind ^ with which he was 
much delighted, when it did not grow up to Im- 
pudence, as bearing a great Refemblance to his 
t)wn Temper ; and he looked on fuch Perfons 
as the fitteft Men for Afiairs. He fpoke both 
gracefully and weightily ; he was eminently 
(killed in the Law, had a vaft Underftanding, 
and a prodigious Memory : And thofe excel- 
lent Talents with which Nature had furni£hed 
him, were improved by Study and Experience. 
When I was m England the King depended 
much on hi« Councils, and the .Government 
i ■ ... feemed 
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feemed to be chiefly fupported by him 5 for 
from his Youth, he had been all along prac-^ 
tifed in Affairs ; and having pafled through ma-^ 
ny Traverfes of Fortune,- he had with great Coft 
acquired a vaft Stock of Wifdom ; which is not 
foon loft, vdien it is purchafed fo dear. One 
Day when I was dining with him, there hap- 
pened to be at Table one of the Englijh Lawyers^ 
who took Occafion to run out in a high Com* 
mendation of the ievere Execution of Juftice up- 
on Thieves, who^ as he faid, were then hanged 
(o fkft) that there were fometimes twenty on one 
Gibbet; and upon that he faid, he could not wonder 
enough how it came to pais, that fmce fo few efca- 
ped, diere were yet fo many Thieves left who were 
ftill robbing ia alLPlaces. Upon this, I who took 
the Boldnefs to fpeak freely before the Cardinal^ 
faid. There was no Reafon to wonder at the 
Matter, fince thisWayofpunifliing Thieves, was 
neither juft in itfelf, nor good for the Publick ; 
for as the Severity was too great, fo the Re- 
medy was not effectual ; fimple Theft not being 
fo great a Crime, that it ought to cofl a Man his 
Life ; no Puniflunent how fevcre foever, being 
able to reftrain thofe from robbing, who can find 
out no other Way of Livelihood. In this, faid I, 
not only you in England^ but a great Part of the 
World imitate fome ill Matters, that are readier 
to chaftife their Scholars, than to teach them. 
There are dreadful Puniflunents enaded againft 
C 3 TJ\iw«»s 



14 Sir THOMAS MORE's 

Thieves, but ft were much better to make fuch 
good Provifions, by which every Man might be 
put in a Method how to live, and fo be preferved 
from die fatal Neceffity of flealing, and of dying 
for it. There has been Care enough taken for 
that, fatd he, there are many Handicrafts, and 
there is Hufbaiidry, by which they may make a 
Shift to live, unlefs they have a greater Mind to 
follow ill Courfes, That wiB not ferve your 
Turn, faid I, for many lofe their Limbs in Civil 
or Foreign Wars, as lately in the Comijh Rebel- 
lion, and fome time ago in your .Wars with 
-France^ who being thus mutilated in the Service 
of their King and Country, can no more follow 
tiietr old Trades, and are too old to learn new 
ones : But fince Wars are cmly accidental Things, 
and have Intervals, let us confider thofe Things 
that fall out every Day. There is a ^great Num- 
ber of Noblemen among you,fbat:are diem&Ives 
as idle as Drones, that fubfift on other Men'^ 
Labour, on the Labour of their Tenants, whom, 
to raife their Revenues, they pare to the Qiiick^ 
This indeed is the only Inftance of jCbeir Fruga- 
lity, for in all other Thmgs diey are Prodigal, 
fsven to the Bewaring of themfelves : But befides 
this, they carry about with them a great Number 
of idle Fellows, who never learned any Art by 
which they may gain their Living; and thefe, as 
foon as either ^eir Lord dies, or they themfelves 
f»]l fick, are turu^^out of Doors ; for your Lords 
M^ readier to feed idle People, than to taJw C^x^i 
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of die Sick; ,and often .the (Heir is -not able to 
keep together fo great a Ftmily as his Prcdeceflcr . 
did: Now when theiS^madls pf thofe thatavcthuB 
turned out of DoQr^, .growteeh, itbey .robno lA 
keenly; and what -elfe can they jdo:? for when^ 
by wandetiiyg about) they have worn but both 
their tiealdi and libeir Cloaths, and 4tre tattered, 
and look ghajftly^ Men df Quality will not enter- 
tain them, and poor Men dare not do it ; knowing 
that one Who -has 4DreQn bred up in Idlenefi and 
pieafure, and vfho was ufed to walk about with 
his Sword and fiuckkr, defpifing fdl the Neigh- 
bourhood with an infolent Scorn, as far below 
him, is !not £t for the Spade and Mattock : Nor 
will he ferve a-poorMan for fo fm^ a Mire, an4 
in (o )k>W'a I^ietias h& can . afFord 'to rgive diim. 
Xotfaisheanfwesed, This&)it'6f Men ought t» 
be particulaidyoheriflied, for in them confifts the 
Force of the Armies ibr which we have.octafion i 
iince their £hth infpires them with a nobler Senfe 
of Honour, than is to be found among Tradefinen 
or Ploughmen. You n^ay as^ well fay, seplied T, 
that you mufticheiifli '3%ieiireft to ^le .Account of 
Wars, ibr you/vviil^ never want ithejone, jbs long 
as you have theiothier; and as Robbers prove 
fometlmesgaUantjSoIdiers, foiSoIdiers often prove 
brave 'Robbers ; fo near an Alliance there is be^ 
tween thofe two Sorb of Life. But this bad 
Cuftom, fo common ^amongyou, of kcqsingina* 
:ny Servants, is jxka ppciuUix^a\lK\!iX^>^^ Ao. 
C 4 Yr<x^^^ 
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• Franci AcreAs yet a more peftiferous Sort of Peo- 
ple, for the whole Country is full of Soldiers, ftill 
kept up in Tinle of Peace ; if fuch a State of a 
Nation can be called a Peace : And thefe are kept 
in Pay upon the fame Account that you plead for 
thofe idle Retainers about Noblemen :^^his being 
a Maxim of thofe pretended Statefinen that it is 
neceflary for the publick Safety, to have a good 
Body of VeUran Soldiers ever in readinefs. They 
think raw Men are not to be depended on, and 
they fometimes feek Occaiions for making War, 
that they may train up their Soldiers in the Art 
of cutting Throats, or as Saluft obferved, for 
keeping their Hands in ufe, that they may not 
grow dull by too long an Intermifiion. But 
France has learned to its Coft, how dangerous it 
is to feed fuch Beafts* The Fate of the Romansy 
Carthaginians^ and Syrians y and. jnany other Na- 
tions, and Cities, which were -both overturned, 
and quite ruined by thofe ftanding Armies, ihould 
make others wifer : And the Folly of this Maxim 
of the French, appears plainly even from this, 
that their trained Soldiers often find your raw 
. Men prove too hard for them ; of which I will not 
^y much, left you may think I flatter the Englljh. 
Every Day's Experience ihews, that the Mecha- 
nicks in the Towns,, or the CIowjqs in the Coun- 
try, are not afraid of fitting with thofe idle 
Gentlemen, if they are not difabled by feme 
Misfortune in their Body, or difpirited by ex>- 



UTOPIA. 17 

tfeme Want, fo that you meed not fear, that 
thofe well-fhaped and ftrong Men, (for it is only 
/iich- that Noblemen love to keep about them, 
till they fpoil them) who now grow feeble with 
Eafc, and are foftned with their efFeminate MajR- 
ner of Life, would be lefs fit for A£lion if they 
were well bred and well employed; And it fecms 
very unreafonabl^ that for the Profpefl; of a 
War, which you need never have but when 
yod pleaie, you (hould maintain fo many idle 
Men, as will always diflurb you in Time of 
Peace, which is ever to be more confidered than 
Wan But I do not think that this Neceffity of 
3tealing, arifes only from hence; there is another 
Caufe of it more peculiar to England. What is 
that ? faid the Cardinal j The increafe of Failure, 
faid I, by which your Sheep, which are naturally 
mild, and eafily kept in order, may be iaid now 
to devour Men, and unpeople, not only Villages, 
but Towns : For wherever it is found, that the 
Sheep of any Soil yield a fofter and richer Wool 
than ordinary, there the Nobility and Gentry, 
and even thofe holy Men the Abbots, not con- 
tented with the old Rents which their Farms 
yielded, nor thinking it enough that they living 
at their, Eafe, do no good to the Publick, refolve 
to do it Hurt inftead of Good. They ftop the 
Courfe of Agricfukure, dcftroying Houfcs and 
Towns, referving only the Churches, and irvclofe 
Groiiods tb»t they may lodge thw SYv^e^ \tv ^icsRVci, 
C5 ^5^ 
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As if Forefts and )Parks had fwdllovircd up ioo 
Kttle of the Lamdy tiiofe worthy ^uirtry Mea 
torn the beft inhabited Places in Solitudes ; for 
when an unfatiable Wretch, who is .a.Plague to 
his Country, refolves to indoTe many thoufend 
Acres ^of Ground, the Owners, as well as Te- 
nants, are turned out of dieir PofleiEons, bjr 
Tricks, or by main Force, or .being wearied out 
with ill Ufage, they are forced to fell them. By 
which Means thofe miferable People, both Men 
and Women^ Married and Unmarried, Old and 
Young, with their poor, but numerous Families^ 
(fince Country Bufmefs requires many Hands) 
^re all forced to change their -Seats, not knowing 
whither to go ; and they muft fell almoft for no* 
thing, their Houfllold' Stuff, w4)ich could not 
bring them much Money, even tho' they might 
ftay for ii Buyer : When that little Money is at 
an end, for it will be foon fpent ; what is left for 
fliem to do, but either to ftcal and fo to be 
Jianged, (God knows how juftly) or to go about 
and beg? And if they do this, they are put in 
Prifon as idle Vagabonds ; while they wduld wil- 
lingly work, but can find none that will hirt them ; 

, for there is no more Occafion for Country La- 
bour, to which they have been bred, when there 
is fio Arable Ground left. One Shepherd can 
look after a Flock, which will ftdck an extent of 
Ground that would require many Hands, if it 

were to be ploughed and rcaptd, Thi^ Ukcwlfe 
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Bi mmji Places raifis -tbc Price of Corn. The 
Price <rf Wool is ftlfo fe) rifen, that the poor 
People who were wont to make Cloth, are no 
more able to bujr it; and this likewiie makes 
many of diem idle : For fince the Increafe of 
Pafture, God has puniflied the Avarice of the 
Owners, by a Rot among the Sheep, which has 
deftroyed vaft Numbess of them ^ to us it mi^t 
have feemed mioce pi& h^d it fell on the Ownera 
themiielvi9$. But ftippoTe the Sheep ihould increafe 
ever fo much, their Price is not like to fall ; iince 
tho' they cannot be called a Monopolyj becaufe 
they are not ei^ofled by one Perfon, yet they 
are in fo few Hands, and thefe are (b rich, that 
as they are not preft to fell them fooner than 
they have a Mind to it, fo they never do it. till 
they have raifcd the Price as high as pcffible. 
And on the fame Account it is, that the other 
Kinds of Cattle are fo dear, becaufe many Vil- 
lages being pulled down, and all Country-La- 
bour being much nqgleded, there are none who 
make it their Bufmefs to breed them. The Rich 
do not breed Cattle as they do Sheep, but buy 
them lean, and at low Prices; and after they 
have fattened them on their Grounds, fell them 
again at high Rates. And I do not think that all 
die Inconveniencies this will produce, are yet 
obferved ; for as they iell the Catde dear, fo if 
they are confumed fafter than the breeding Coun- 
tries from which they are \aw^c^ ^"^xv -aSofs^. 
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them; then the Stock muft decreafe, and thiar 
muft needs end in great Scarcity ; and by thefe 
Means this your Ifland, which feemed as to this 
Particular, the happieft in the World, will fufFer 
much by the curfcd Avarice of a few Perfons ; 
befides this, the rifing of Corn makes all People 
leifen their Families as much as they can ; and 
what can thofe who are difmifled by them do, 
but either beg or rob ? And to this laft, a Man 
of a great Mind is taiuch fooner drawn dian to the 
former. Luxury likewife breaks in apace upon you, 
to fet forward your Poverty and Mifery ; there is 
an exceffive Vanity in Apparel, and great Coft in 
Diet ; and that not only in Noblemen's Families, 
but even among Tradefmen j among the Farmers 
themfelves, and among all Ranks of Perfons, 
You have alfo many infamous Houfes, and be- 
fides thofe that are known, the Taverns and Ale- 
houfes are no better ; add to thefe. Dice, Cards, 
Tables, Foot-ball, Tennis, and Coits, in which 
Money runs faft away ; and thofe that are ini- 
tiated into them, muft in the Conclufion betake 
themfelves to Robbing for a Supply. Banifh thefe 
Plagues, and give Orders that thofe who have dif- 
peopled fo much Soil, may cither rebuild the Vil- 
lages they have pulled down, cur let out their 
Grounds to fuch as will do it: Reftrain thofe 
Engroffings of the Rich, that are as bad almoft as 
Monopolies ; leave fewer Occafions to Idlenefs ; 
jet Agriculture, .be fet up s^in^ and die Manu- 

fadure 
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fiuShirc of the^Wool be regulated, that fo there 
may be Woric found for thofe Companies of idle 
People, whom Want forces to be Thieves, or 
who now being idle Vagabonds, or ufelefs Ser- 
vants, will certainly grow Thieves at laft. If 
you do not find a Remedy to thefe Evils, it is » 
vain Thing to boaft of your Severity in puniihing 
Theft ; which tho' it may have the Appearanea 
of Juftice, yet in itfelf is neither juft nogt copver 
nient : For if you fuffer your People to be ill edu«, 
Gated, and their Manners to be corrupted frook 
their Infancy, and then punifli them for thofe 
Crimes to which their firft Education difpofed 
them, what elfe is to be concluded from this,; but 
that you firft make Thieves and then puniih 
them ? 

While I was talking thus, the Counfellor who^ 
was prefent had prepared an Anfwer, and had re* 
fblved to refume all I had faid, according to thr 
Formality of a Debate, in which Things are ge-. 
nendly repeated more faithfully than they are aor 
fwered ; as if the chief Trial to be made, werq 
of Men's Memories. You. have talked prettily 
for a Stranger, faid he, having heard of many 
Things among us, which you have not been 
able to confider well ^ but I will make the whole 
Matter plain to you, and will firft repeat in Or- 
der all that you have faid, then I will Ihew how 
much your Ignorance of our Affairs has mifled 
you^ and will in the laft Place anfvver all. youjf 

Argmnenta% 
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Arguments. And that I miy begin where I pro* 
miied^ .Acre -were four ThiAga-r-^Hold yoiwr- 
Peace, &ii the 'Qvdmal, this will take up too- 
nuchTime; thfirofeneiire will 9t ,prefent ea<e 
you of the Trouhleiof anfwering, and referve it 
to our next Meeting, whidi (hall he To^morrow^ 
if Rapbaifs ASam and jx>}u^$ can .admit of it: 
Btt JS^!P^ihw/,iaid^e:ta'ine,i would gladly know 
ii^it what Reafon it is that lyxm think Theft 
ought not to bcr.puniihed byDeadi-? Wmdd you 
give WiyW il? Or. do. you propofe any odier 
Punifhment diat wiU :be more ufeful to the Pub- 
Kck ? For iince Death does not reftrain Theft, 
if Men thought their (Lives would be fafe, what 
Fear or -Force oould ^reftrain ill Men ? On die 
Contrary, they would look on the Mitigation of 
Ihe Punilhment, as an Invitation to commit more 
Grimes. I anCwered, It feems to me a very unjuft 
Thing to take away a Man's Life for a little Mo- 
ney ; for nothing in the World can he of equal 
Value with a Man's Life : And if it is faid, that 
k is not for the Money that x)ne fuffers, but for 
his breaking the Law ; I muft tsiy^ extream 
Juftice is an extream Injury : fbir we ought not to 
approve of Aefe terrible Laws that make the 
- finalleft Offences capital ; nor of that Opinion of 
the Stoicksy that makes all Crimes equal, as if 
diere were no difference to be made between the 
killing a Man, and the taking his Purfe, between 
nMch, i/ we. examine Thingjs imijartialiy^ there 
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i$ no Iiikene&nor R^qportlon. God has 'com* 
manded us nottoJcill, and ihall^we kill fo eafiljr 
for a liule Moni^y ? fiut -if oiie ihall £ay, Tfaa^ 
by that Law we are only forbid to kill any,' e^ep( 
when the Laws of the Land allow of it ; iy>oji 
the fauEie Grounds, Laws may be made in fon^ 
Cafes to allow of Adultery; and Peijury : ^forGod 
haying tsiiisn fromus die Right of difpo^lig^ cfUho^ 
of ourowA, or of other Peoples Lives, if it .ifi 
pretftnded that th&mutualConfent of Men in m4c« 
ing Laws, ican authorize Manilaughter in Caii^ 
in which God has giv^n us no Example, that it 
frees Peof^ from the Obligation of the Divine 
Law, and fo xnakes Murder a lawful Action.: 
'What is this, but to give a Preference tp Hii^ 
man Laws before the Divine ? And iij .this h 
once admitted, by the fame Rule,. Men may.ia 
all other Things put what Reftridions they pleafe 
Mpon the Laws of God. If by the Mofaical Law^ 
tho' it was rough and fevere, as being.a Voke 
laid on an pbftinate and fervile Nation^.Men were 
only fined, and^ not put to Death. for Theft ; . wf^ 
cannot imagine that in this new Law of Merpy^ 
in which God. treats us with the Tendernefs of ^ 
Father, he has given us a greater Licenfe to Cruel^ 
ty, than he did to the^^u;^. Upon thefeReafons 
it is, that I think .putting Thieves to Death i^ 
not lawfyl.; and it is plain and obvious that iti» 
abfiird, and of ill Confequencc tp theCommoaA 
Wc^dh thai ^ Thid* aod a M.uxdet^t ^^\ii^^ >% 



24 Sir THOMAS MORE's 

equally puniflied : for if a Robber fees that his 
Danger is the fame, if he is convi<Eled of Thefti 
as if he were guilty of Murder, this will naturally 
incite him to kill the Perfon whom otherwife 
he would only have robbed, fince if the Punifli- » 
toient is the fame, there is more Security, and 
lefs Danger of difcovery, when he that can beft 
make it is put out of the Way ; fo that terrify- 
ing Thieves too much, provokes them to cruelty. 
• But as to theQueftion, "What more convenient 
-Way of Puniihment can be found ? I think it is 
much more cafier to find out that, than to invent 
any Thing that is worfe ; Why jQiould we doubt 
but the Way that was fo long in Ufe among the 
Old Romans^ who uinderftood fo well the Arts of 
Government, was very proper for their Punifli- 
ment ? They condemned fuch as ' they found 
Guilty of great Crimes, to work their whole 
Lives in Quarries, or to dig in Mines with 
Chains about thepi. But the Method that I liked 
befl-, was that which I obfervcd in my Travels 
ih Perjia^ among the PolykrttSy v«rho are a con- 
fiderable and well-governed People. They pay. 
a yearly Tribute to the King of Perjia ; but in 
^1 other Re(pe6b they are a free Nation, and go- 
verned by their own Laws. They lie far from 
the Sea, and are environed with Hills 5 and be- 
ing contented vrith the Produflions of their own 
j Country, which is very fruitful, they have little 
Commerce w'^ any other Nation \ %sA ^s ^Vvc^^ 
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according to the Genius of tiieir Country, have 
no Inclination to inlarge their. Borders ; ib their 
Mountains, and the Pen (ion they pay to the P^- 
fian^ fccure them from all Invafions. Thus they 
have ho Wars among them ; they live rather con- 
veniently than with Splendor, and may be rathef 
called a Happy Nation, than either Eminent or 
Famous ; for I do not think that they are known 
fo much as by Name to ^y but their next Neigh-> 
bours. Thofe that are found guilty of Theft 
among them, are bound to make Reftitution to 
the Owner, and not as it is in other Places, td 
the Prince, for they reckon that'the Prince has no 
more right to the ftolen Goods than the Thief ^ 
but if that which was ftolen is no more in beingj 
then the Goods of jhe Thieves are eftimated, and 
Reftitutioh being made out of them, the Remain-* 
der is given to their -Wives and Children : and 
they themfelves ;are Condemned to fervc in the 
Publick Works, but are neither imprifoned, nor 
chained, unleft there happened to be fome extra- 
ordinary Circumftances in their Crimes. Thiey 
go about loofe and free, workingfor the Publick 1 
If they are idle or' backward to work^ they are 
whipp'dj but if they . work hard, they are well 
ufed and. treated without any mark of Reproach, 
only the Lifts of them are called always at Nighty 
and then they are fliut up : They fufFer no othe't 
Uneafmefs, but this of conftant Labour 5 for as 
they work for the Publick, fo they are weH,<yu 
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tertainedout of the public Stock, which is done 
differently in different Places : In fome Places, 
whatever is beftoifWed on ithem, is raifed by a cha* 
ritable Contribution:; and .tho' diis Way may 
leeni unpentatn; yet fo merciftilare the Inclinati- 
ons of that Reople, that Aey are /plentifully fup- 
plied by it ; but in other Places, publick Revenues 
are fet afide for them ; or there is a conffant Tax 
of a Poll-money raifed for. their Maintenance. In 
fome.Plaoes they are ict to no Public Work, but 
eveyy.prirateMan that has occafion to hire Work- 
men, goes to the Market-places and hires (hem 
of the PubHck, alitdelower than he would do a[ 
Freeman : Jf.they go lazily about their Tafk, he 
may qidcken them . with -the Whip. By this 
Mtans therie is >ilways fame piece of Work «r 
dhttlsyht done by diem ; and befide their Live* 
Iihood,.they:eam!&mewhatitill. to the Publick. 
They sdl i\«^ar a peculiar habit, of one certain* 
Colour, and their Hair is cropt a little above their 
£ans, and a Piece of one ctf their Ears is cut offl 
Their Friends are allowed, to grue them either 
Meat,. I!>fink^ tor CloiOhv io .they are of their 
proper Colour .1 but itis Seatth, both to the Gi^ 
ter and Taker, if ihey give -tbem Money ; nor 
is it left xpenal for any Freeman to take Money 
irom them, upon any \Aocount whatfoever : 
Andjt is alio Deadfi for any of thefe Slaves (fo 
they are called) to handle Arms. Thofe of every 
]%vifion of -tl^'CouhtPfr^^ are- diftingu^ed by d 
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peculiar Mark ; which it is Capital for them to 
lay afide^ to go out of their Bounds, or to talk 
with a Slave of -another Junicli<^ion ; and the 
veiyAttemptof an Efcape, is no lefs penal thart 
an Efcape itfelf ^ it is Death for any other Slave 09 
be acceffary to it ; ^nd if a Freeman engages m it 
he is condemned to Slavay : Thofe that difcover 
it are rewarded ; if Freemen, in Money; and if 
Slaves, with Liberty^ together with a Pardon for 
being acceffary ^o it ; that {o they might find 
their Account, rather in repenting of their ettf 
gaging in Aich a Defign, than in perfiftii^ lA it. - 
Thefe are their Laws and Rules in Relation t6 
Rofebery ; and it is obvious that they arc asad^ 
vantageous as they are mild and gentle ; finac 
Vice is not on];y deftroyed, and Men preferyed^ 
l)ut they treated in fuch a Manner > as to make 
them &e the Neceffity of being hoaeft, and. dT 
cmploying'the jroft of their Lives^ in repairing*^ 
Injuries they have formerly done to Society. Nor 
is there any Hazard of their falling back to their 
jold Cufloms : And {o little do Travellers appre- 
hend Milchief ..from -thieia% that the^ geness^l^ 
make ufe of thsm ibr Guides, from oae JuriiF* 
didion to another ; for thefe is nothingleft them 
by which they can rob, xmt be the better for^ t^ 
fmce as they are difermed, fo the very having (^ 
Money is a fufficient Convi£iion : and as thejr 
are certainly punifhed if difcoyered, fo :they icahti 
not hope to efcape^ for >^ieir Habit bpiQg in rail 

the 
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the Parts of it different from what is commonly; 
worn, they cannot fly away, tinlefs they would 
go naked, and even then their crop'd Ear would 
betray them. The only Danger to be feared frorti 
them, is their cbnfpiring againft the Government: 
Butthofe of one Divifion and Neighbourhood can 
do nothing to any Purpofe, unlefs a general Con- 
fpiracy were laid amongft all the Slaves of the fc- 
veral Jurifdiflions, which cannot be done, fmce 
they cannot meet or talk together ; nor will any 
venture on a Defign where the Concealment 
would be ft) dangerous, and the Difcovery fo pro- 
fitable. None are quite hopelefs of recovering 
their Freedom, fince by their Obedience and Pa- 
tience, and by giving good Grounds to believe 
that they will change their manner of Life for the 
Future, they may expeft at laft to obtain their 
X/iberty': and fome are every Year reftored to it, 
upon the good Charafter that is given of them. 
When I had related all this, I added. That I did 
not fee why fuch a Method might not be follow* 
ed with more Advantage, than could ever be ex- 
J)efted frona that fevere Juftice which the Coun- 
fellor. magnified fo much. To this* he anfwered. 
That it could never take Place in England^ with- 
c\xt endangering die whole Nation. As he faid 
this, he (hook his Head, made fome Grimaces, 
and held his Peace, while all the Company feem- 
cd of his Opinion, except the Cardinal, who faid 
Aatitwasnoteafyto form ajudgmentof itsSuccefe, 
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fence it was a Method that ncveryet had been tri- 
ed : But if, faidhe, when the Sentence of Death 
was paft upon a Thief, the Prince would reprieve 
him for a while, and make the Experiment upon 
him, denying him the Privilege of a Sanctuary ; 
and then if it had a good EfFeft upon him, it 
might take Place ; and if it did not fucceed, the^ 
worft would be, to execute the Sentence on the. 
condemned Perfons at laft. And I do not fee, 
added he, why it would be either unjuft, inconr: 
venient, or at all dangerous, to admit of fuch a 
delay: In my Opinion, the Vagabonds ought tq 
be treated in the fame Manner j againft whom, 
though we have made many Laws, yet we have 
not been able to gain our End. When the Car- 
dinal had done, they all commended the Motion, 
tho* they had defpifed it when it came from Me ; 
but more pajjicularly conmiended what related to 
the Vagabonds, becaufe it was his own Obferva- 
tion. 

I do not know whether it be worth while to tell 
what followed, for it was very ridiculous ; but I 
fball venture at it, for as it is not foreign to this 
Matter, fo fome good Ufe may be made of it. 
There was a Jefterftanding by, that counterfeited 
the Fool fo naturally, that he feemed to be really 
one. The Jefts which he offered were fo cold 
and dull, that we laughed more at him than at 
them i yet fometimes he faid, as it were by chance. 
Things that were not unplcafant -, fo as to juftify 
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dieir Childhood are corrupted wkh fidfe Notions, 
would never fall in intirely with the Councils of 
Philofophers, and this he himfelf found to be true 
in the Pcrfon of DUnyJius. 

Do not you thinlc, that if I were about any 
King, propofing good Laws to him, and endea- 
vouring to root out all the ctirfed Seeds of Evil 
that I found in him, I Should either be turned oat 
of his Court, or at leaft be laughs at for my 
Pains? For Inftancc, what could' I fignify if I 
were about the King of France^ and were called 
into his Cabinet -Council, where fevcral wife 
Men, in YAi Hearing, were propofing many Ex- 
pedients ; ias by what Arts and Praftices Milan 
may be kept ; and Naples^ that has fo oft ilip'd 
out of their Hands, recovered ; how the Vene- 
tiansj and after them the reft of Italy rmy be fub- 
dued;-and then how Flanders^ Brabant^ and all 
Burgundy^ and fome other Kingdoms which he 
has fwallowed already in his Defigns; may be 
added to his Empire. One'propofei a League 
with the VenetianSy to be kept as*rohg as he finds 
his Account in it, and that he ought to commu*- 
nicatf Councils with them, and giv6 them fomc 
Share of the Spoil, till his Succefe makes him 
need or fear them lefs, and then it will be eafily 
taken out of their Hands. Another propofes the 
hiring the Germans^ and tlie fccuring the Switzers 
by Penfions. Another propofes the gaining the 
Emperor by Money, which is Omnipotent 
XV'ith him, Another propofes a Peace with the 

King 
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King of Arragon^ and in order to Cement It, the 
yielding up the King of Navarris Pretenfions^ 
Another thinks the Prince of Caftik is to be 
wrought on, by the Hope of an Alliance ; and 
that fome of his Courtiers are to be gained to the 
French Fadion by Penfions. The hardcft Point 
of all isf what tb do with England: A Treaty of 
Peace is to be fet on Foot, and if their Alliance 
is not to be depended on, yet it is to be made as 
firm as poffible ; and they are to be caWed 
Friends, but fufpefted as Enemies : Therefore 
the Scots are to be kept in Readinefs, to be let loofe 
upon Engltmd on every Occafion ^ and feine bJi- 
nifli^d Nobleman is to be fupported underhand 
(for by the League it cannot be done avowed fy) 
who has a Pretenfion to the Crown,' by whi^h 
Means that fufpeSed Prince may b^ kept in Awe'. 
Now when Things are in (b great a Fermenta- 
tion, and fo many gallant Men are joining Coun^ 
oils, how to carry on the War, if-fo mean & 
Man as I (hould ftand up, and wifh them to 
change all their Councils, to let ftaly alone, and 
ftay at Home, fmce the Kingdom of Prance wias 
indeed greater than could be well governed by 
one Man ; that therefore he ought not to think 
of adding others to it : And if after this, I fhould 
propofe to them the Refolutions of the Achorians^ 
a People thfit lie on the South Eaft of Utopia^ 
who long ago engaged in War, in order to ad'd 
to the Dominions of their Prince another King^ 
dom, to which he had fome Pretenfions by aa 
D 2 ^iSVWtyX 



36 Sif THOMAS MORE's 

ancient Alliiuice. This they conquered, but found 
that the Trouble of keeping it, was equal to that 
by which it was gained ; that the conquer'd Peo- 
ple were always cither in Rebellion or expofed 
to foreign Invafions, while they were obliged to 
be inceflantly at War, either for or againft them, 
and confequently could never difband th^ir Army ; 
that in the mean Time they were opprefs'd with 
Taxes^ their Money went out of the Kingdom, 
their Blood was fpilt for the Glory of their King, 
without procuring the leaft Advantage to the 
Peo{Je, who received not the fmalleft Benefit 
from it: even in Time of Peace ; and that their 
'Manners being corrupted by a long War, Rob- 
bery and Murders, every where abounded, and 
^their Laws fell into Contempt ; whi}e their King, 
diftra£^ed with the Care of two Kingdoms, was 
the lels iable to apply his Mind to the Intereft 
of eidier. When they faw this, and that there 
would be no End to thefe Evils, they by joint 
.Councils made an humble Addrels to their King, 
de&ring him to chuie which of the two King* 
jdoms he had the greateft Mind to keep, fince h^ 
could not bold both ; for they were too great a 
People to be governed by a divided K^iig, fince 
no Man would willingly have a Groom that 
fhould be m common between him and another. 
Upon which the good Prince was forced to quit 
his new Kingdom to one of his Friends, (who 
trds not Jong after dethroned} and to be con- 
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tented with his old one. To this I would add, 
that after all thofe warlike Attempts, the vaft 
Confufions, and the Confumption both of Trea«> 
fare and of People that muft follow them; per- 
haps upon feme Misfortune, they might be for**' 
ced to throw up all at laft ; therefore it Teemed . 
niuch more eligible that the King fhould im- 
prove his ancient Kingdom all he could, and 
make It flourifli as much as poffible; that he 
ihould love his People, and be beloved of them; 
that he ibould llvr among them, govern them 
gently, and let other Kingdoms alone, fince 
that which had fallen to his Share was big e- 
nough, if not too big for him. Pray how do you 
diink would fuch a Speech as this be heard ? I 
cofifeis, laid I, I think not very well. 

But what, faid he, if I (hould fort with another 
Kind of MiniAers, whofe chief Contrivances and 
Confultations were, by what Art the Prince's 
Trealures might be encreafed. Where one pro- 
pofes raifingthe VaUie of Specie when the King's 
Debts are large, and lowering it when his Reve- 
nues were to come in, that fo he might both pay 
much with a little, and in a little receive a gregt 
deal : Another propofes a Pretence of a War, that 
Money might be raifed in order to cary it onf 
and that a Peace be concluded as foon as that 
was done ; and this with fuch Appearances oL 
Religion as might work on the Peoi^le^ iccA tcvsi^^ 
tkoa Impute it to the Piety of thBax¥rwa«> «cv\ ^ 
D 3 ^^ 
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t9 his Tendernef? for the Lives of hi^. Subjected 
A third oficTs fome old mufty Laws, that have 
been lantiquated by a long difufe ; and which, as 
they had been forgotten by all the Subje6b, fo they 
had been alfo broken by them ; and piopoies the 
levying the Penalties of thefe Laws, that as it 
would bring in a vaft Treafure, fo there might 
be a very good Pretence for it, fince it would 
look like the executing a Law, and the doing of 
JuiUce.. A foufth propofes the prohibiting of 
many Things under kvtre Penalties, efpecially 
fuch as were . againft the Intereft of the People, 
and then the difpenfing with thefe Prohibitions 
upon great Compofitions, to thofe who might 
find their Advantage in breaking them. This 
would ferve two Ends, both of them acceptable 
to many i for as thofe whofe Avarice led them to 
tranfgrefs, would be feverely fined, fo the felling 
Licences dear, would look as if a Prince were 
tender of his People, and would not eafily, or at 
low Rates, difpenfe with any Thing that might 
be againft the publick Good. Another propofes, 
that the Judges muft be made fure, that they may 
declare always in Favour of the Prerogative, that 
they muft be often fent for to Court, that the 
King may hear them argue thofe Points in which 
he is concerned ; fince how unjuft foever any of 
his Pretenfions may be, yet ftill fome one or other 
of them, either but of Contradidion to others, 
or the Pride of Singularity, or to make their 

Court, 
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Court, would find oyt fome Pretence or other 
to give the King a fair Colour to carry the Point : 
For if the Judges bujt dlSev in Opinion, the clear-^ 
eft Thing in the World is made bj that Me^is 
difputable, and Xri^th being once brought iii 
Queftion, the King may then take Advantage tQ 
expound the Law for his own Profit j while the 
Judges that ftand out will be brought over, either 
out of Fear orModefty; and they being thus 
gained, all of theax may be fent to the Bench tq 
give Sentence rboldiy, as the King would have if: 
For feir Pretences will never be wanting when 
Sentence is to be given in the Prince's Favour ; 
It will either be faid, that Equity lies of his Side, 
or fome Words in the Law will be found founding 
that way, or fom^ forced Scnfe will be put on 
then^ J ajid when all other Things fail, the King's 
undoubted Prerogative will be pretended, as that 
which is aboVQ all Law ; and to which a religious 
Judge ought to have a fpecial Regard. Thus all 
confent to that Maxim of Crajfus^j that a Prince 
cannot have Treafure enough, fince he mufl; 
foaintain his Armies out of it : That a King, even 
though hp .would, can do nothing unjuftly ; that 
ail Property is hf, -Jiim, not excepting the very 
Perlbns gf ^ Subje^fts : And that no Man has any 
Other Property, but that which the King out of 
bis Goodnels thinks fit to leave him: And they 
think it is the Prince s Intereft, that therrC^ be as 
little flftbSrfcft, ja5.may.be, as if .it w^ his Ad-. 
* D 4 ^ " vat\ta5gi 
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▼antage that his People fhould have neither Ri- 
ches nor Liberty; fince thefe Things make them 
le/s ea(j and ]e& wilfing to fubmit to a cruel and 
unjuft Government ; whereas NeccfEty and Po- 
verty blunts them, makes them patient, beats 
them down, and breaks that Height of Spirit, 
that might otherwife difpofe them to rebel. Now 
what if after all thefe Propofitions were made, I 
fhould rife up and afiert, that fuch Councils were 
both unbecoming a King, and mifchievous to him: 
And that not only his Honour but his Safety con- 
fifted more in his People's Wealth, than in his 
own ; if I fhould fhew that they choofe a King 
for their own Sake, land not for his ; that by his 
Care and Endeavours they may be both eafy and 
fafe } and that therefore a Prince ought to take 
[ more Care of his People's Happinefs, than of his 
own, as a Shepherd is to take more Care of hts 
Flock than of himfelf. It is alfo certain, diat 
are they much miftaken, that think die Poverty of 
. a Nation is a means of the publick Safety, Who 
quarrel more than Beggars ? Who does more oar- 
neftly long for a Change, than he that is uneafy in 
his prefent Circumftances ? And who ran to cre- 
ate Confufions with fo defperate a Boldnefs, as 
thofe vfho having nothing to lofe, hope to gain hf 
them ? If a King fhould fall under fuch Con- 
tempt or Envy, that he could not keep his Sub- 
jc£b in their Duty, but by Oppreffion and iD U- 
fage, and by rendering them poor and miferaUc, 

it 



UTOPIA. 41 

if were certainly better for him to quit his King*. 
dom, than to retain it by fuch Methods, as makes 
him while he keeps the Name of Authority, lofe 
the Majefly due to it. . Nor is it fo becoming the 
Dignity of a King to reign over Beggars, as over 
rich and happy Subje^. And therefore Fabricita^ 
a Man of a noble and exalted Temper, faid, he 
would rather govern rich Men, than be rich him- 
ieilf ; fince for one Man to abound in Wealth and 
Pleafure, when- all about him are mourning and 
groaning, is to be a Gaoler and not a King : He 
is an unikilful Phyfician, that cannot cure one 
Difeafe without calling his Patient into another ; 
So he that can find no other Way for corre£):ing 
the Errors of his People, but by taking from them 
the Conveniencies of Life, fhews that he know9 
not what it is to govern a free Nation. He him* 
fclf ought rather to fhake off his S]odi> or to lay 
.down bis Pride; for the Contempt or Hatred 
that his People have for him, takes its rife from 
the Vices in himielf. Let him live upon what 
belongs to him, without wronging others, and 
.^commodate his Expence to his Revenue. Let 
bim puniib Crimes, and by his wife Condudl let 
him endeavour to prevent them^ rather than ber 
ievere when he has fuffered diem to be too conv 
mon : Let him not raflily revive Laws that are 
abrogated by difufe, efpecially if they have been 
long forgotten, and never wanted And let him 
never take any Penalty for the Breach of then*. 
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to which a Judge would not give ,way in a pri- 
vate Man, but would look on him as a crafty 
and unjuft Perfon for pretending to it. To 
flxefe Things I would add, that Law among the 
Macarians^ a People that lie not far from Utopia^ 
\j which their King, on the Day on which he 
begins to reign, is tied by an Oath confirmed by 
Iblemn Sacrifices, never to have at once above a 
thoufand Pounds of Gold in his Treafures, or fo 
much Silver as is equal to that in Value. This 
Law, they tell us, was made by an excellent 
King, who had more Regard to the Riches of 
liis Country, than to his own Wealth : and there- 
fore provided againft the heaping up of fb much 
Treafure, as might impoverifh the People : He 
thought that moderate Sum might be fufficieht 
for any Accident ; if either the King had occafi- 
6n for it againft Rebels, or the Kingdom agarnft 
the Invafion of an Enemy ; but that it was not 
enough to encourage a Prince to invade other 
Mens Rights, a Circumftance that was the chief 
Caufe of his making that Law. He alfo thought, 
that it was a good Provifion for that free Cir- 
culation of Money, fo neceflary for the Courfe 
^f Commerce and Exchange : And when a King 
muft diftdbote aH thofe extraordinary Acceflions 
that increafc Treafure beyond the due Pitch, it 
makes him left difpofed to opprefs bis Subje6^s^ 
Such a King as this, will be the Terror of ill 
Majj and wUl be beloved by all the good. 
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lU I %9 lihoidd talk ofithefe or fudi lite 
Tklngs, to Men that had taken their Biafs ano^ 
Aer Way^ how deaf would they be to all I 
could iay ? No Doubt, very deaf, anfwered I'^ 
and no Wonder, for one is never to offer at PrOf 
pofitions or Advice diat we are certain will not 
be entertained^ Difbourfes fo much out .of the 
Road coidd not; avail any Thing, nor have any* 
EffeA on Men> wfaoTe Minds were prepofie&il . 
with different Sentiments. This philo&phical 
Way of ^cul^ion, is not unpleafant among; 
Friends in a free Converfation ; but there is no 
Room for it in the Courts of Princes^ where 
great Affairs are carried on by Authority. That 
is what I was feying, replied he, that there is no 
room for Philofophy in the Courts of l^rincds^ 
Yes, there is, faid I, but not for diis fpcculative 
Philofophy, that makes every Thing to be alike 
fitting at all Times : But there is another Philo- 
fophy that b more pliable, that knows its. propwr 
Scene, accommodates itfelf to it, and teaches a 
Man with Propriety and Decency to a£): th^ 
Part which has fallen to his Share. If when one 
of Plautus*s Comedies is upon the Stage, and a 
Company of Servants are aSing their Parts, yoU 
ihould come out in the Garb of a Phiilofopher,. 
and repeat out of O^avin, a Difcourfe of SengcaS 
to Neroy would it not be better for you to (ay -nc^ 
thing, than by mixing Things of fuch different 
Natures^to make an impertinent Tc^^v-C^tcsa^l 
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For yoa fpoil and corrupt the Play that is in 
^and, wheti you mix with it Things of aaop- 
i)o{ite Natuire, evren tho' they are invrch better- 
Therefore go through widi the Play that is ading 
die beft you can ; and do not confound it» be- 
:caufe another that is pleafimter comes into your 
Thoughts. It is even fo in a Common-Wealthy 
find in the Councils of Priiices ; if ill Opinions 
cannot be quite rooted out^ and jrou cannot cure 
ioihe received Vice according to your Wishes* 
yon muft not therefore abandon the Common- 
wealth, for the fame Reafons as you ihould not 
ft>r(ake the Ship in a Storm, becaufe you cannot 
command the Winds. You are not obliged to 
-aflault People with Difcourfes that are out of their 
Koady .v4ien you fee that their received Notions 
SRufi prevent your making an Impreffion upon 
them. You ought rather to caft about, and to ma^ 
jiage Things with all the Dexterity in your Powe% 
lb that if you are not able to make them g^ 
well, tjiey may be as little ill as poffible: For 
. €xcept all Men were good, every TThing cannot 
lie riglit ', and that is a Bleffing that I do not zt 
prefent hope to fee. According to your Argu^* 
jMntS) anfwered he, all that I could be able to 
io would be to preferve myfelf from being mad 
while I endeavoured to cure theMadnefs of othecs: 
Jer if I fpeaJc Truth, I muft lepeat what I have 
faid to you i and as for lying whether a Philo- 
ibpher can do it or not^^ I cannot tell j I am £urc 

1 
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I cannot do it. But though thefe Difcourfes mzy 
be lineafy and ungrateful to them, I do ^lot ice 
why they ihould feem foolUh or extravagant : lo? 
deed if I ihould ei&er propofe fuch Things aa 
Plate has contrived in his Common-Wealthy os 
as the Utopia^ praSife in theirs, though they 
might feem better, as certainly they are, yet they 
are (o different from our Eftabliflunent, whi^ 
is founded on Property, there beii^ no fuch 
Thing among them, that I could nqt expeft th4t 
it would have any ESe£k on them : But fuch DUr 
courfes as mine, which only call paft Evils to 
mind, and give Warning of what may follow, 
have nothing in them that is £o aUurd, that they 
may not be ufed at any Time ; for they can ohljc 
be unpleafant to thofe who are reibhred to luh 
heiadlong the contrary Way : And if we muft let 
alone every Thing as abfurd or extravagant, which 
by Reafon of the wicked Lives of many, may 
feem uncouth, we muft, even among Chriftians, 
pve over prcfling the grcateft Part of thofe Things 
that Chrift hath Uught us : Though he has com* 
manded us not to conceal them, but to proclaim 
on the Houfe-tops that which he tau^t in fecret. 
The grcateft Parts of his Precepts are more oppo-» 
fite to the Lives oftfae Men of this Age, than any 
Part of my Difcourfe has been : But the Preachers 
feem to have learn*d that Craft to which you adviA 
ine ; for they obferving that the World would not 
wiiliJ^y fuit their lives to thc&uita. iSccaxOi^^ 
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liaBigmn, haVe fkted his Dodrine, as if it had 
been a leadeA Rul«, to i^eir Lives ; that fo fome 
W!ay or other they mig^ht agree with one another. 
Biit I fee no other Effieft of this Compliance, ex- 
iseptitbethatMen beccHne more fecure in their 
Wickednefs by it. And this is all flie Succefs that 
lean have in a Court ; for I muft always differ from 
<he reft, and then I Jhall fignily nothing ; or if 
f ^gree withthemlihall theo only help forward 
their Madnefs. I do not comprehend what you 
mean by your cttfting about, or by the bending 
and handlit^ Things fo dexteroufly, that if they 
go not weU, they may go as little ill as may be : 
For in Courts they will noti>ear with a Man's 
luddingiiis Peace, or conniving at what others 
do: A MaQ-mufl bane-fecedly approve of the 
t7ot& Councils, and confen^ to the blackeft De- 
fjgns : So that he would pais for a Spy, or poflibly 
for a Traytor, that .did but coldly approve of fuch 
wicked Praftices : And tiicrefofe when a Man is 
engaged in fuch a Society, he will be fo for from 
being ahlie to mend Matters by his cafting about, 
as you call it, that he will find no Occafions of 
doing any good : The ill Company will fooner 
corrupt him, than be the better for him : Or if 
notwithftanding all their ill Company, he flill 
remains fteady and innocent, yet their Follies and 
Knavery w31 be imputed to him ; and by mixing 
CouncLb with them, he mufl bear his Share of 
jbU. ^Biamc that belongs wholly to others. 
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It was no ill Simile, by Which PUOa fet fiuth 
the Unrescfanableni& of a Philofbpher's meddlifig 
with Government. K" a Man, fays he, wasti 
lee a great C<$inpanyrun out every Day into the 
Rain, and take delist in being wet ; if he 
knew that it would •be to no purpofe for him to 
go and perfuade them to return to their 'Houfes, 
iii order to avoid the Storm, and that all that could 
be expected by hi^ going to fpeak to them, would 
be that he himielf fliould be as wet as they, i^ 
would be beft for him to keep within Doors ; and 
iince he had not Influence enough to corred othdr 
Peoples Folly, to take Care to preferve himfelf. 
. Tho* to fpeak plainly my real Sentiments, I 
miift freely own, that as long as there -is ahy 
Property, and while Money is Ae Standlurd of aH 
other Things, I cannot think that a Nation cail 
be governed either juftly or happily : Not juftly> 
becaufe the beft Things will fall to the Share oJF 
the worftMen : Nor happily, becaufe all things] 
will be divided among a few, (and even thefe are 
not in all refpefts Tiappy ) the reft being left to b* 
abfolutely miferable. Therefore when I refleft 
on the wife and good Oonftitution of the Utopian fs^ 
among whom all Things are fo well governed,, 
and with fo few Laws ; where Virtue hath its due 
Reward, and yet there is fuch an Equality, that 
every Man lives in Plenty. When I compare with 
them fo many other Nations that are ftill making 
new Laws;, and yet can neveiWux^^wCot*- 
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ftitiition to a right Regulation, where notwith* 
ifainding eveiy one. has his Pmperty ; yet all the 
Laws that they .can invent have not the Power 
either to obtain or prelerve it, or even to enable .^ 
Men certainly to diftinguifh what is their own 
firom what is another's ; of which the many Law- 
Suits that every Day break out, and are eternally 
dependarigv . give too jJatn a Demdnflration : 
When, I iay^ I ballance all thefe Things in my 
Thoughts, I grow more iavouraUe to Plata, and 
do not wonder that he refolved, not to make any 
hscws for fuch as would not fubmit to a Conunu- 
nity of all Things : For fo wife a Man, could 
not but forefee that the fetting al) upon a Level* 
was the onjy Way to make a Nation happy $ 
which cannot be obtained fo long as there is Pro* 
perty : For when every Man draws to himfelf all 
that he can compais, by one Title or anothery 
it muft needs follow, that how plentiful foever a 
Nation may be, yet a few dividing the Wealth «f 
it among diemfelves, the reft muft fall into Indi- 
gence. So that there will be two Sorts of People 
aoiong them, who deferve that their Fortunes 
Ihould be interchanged -, the former ufekls, but 
wicked and ravenous ; and the latter,, who by 
their conftant Induftry ferve the Publick more 
than themfelves, fmcere and modeft Men. From 
whence I am perfuaded, that till Property is taken 
away, there can be no equitable or juft Diftribur 
tion of ThingSji tior can the World be happily 
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governed : for as long as that is maintained, the 
greatcft and the far heft Part of Mankind, will 
be ftill opprefled with a Load of Carcfs and Anx- 
ties. I confefs without talcing it quite away, 
thofePreffures that lie on a great Part of Man- 
kind, may be made lighter ; but they can never 
be quite removed. For if Laws were made to 
determine at how great an extent in Soil, and at 
how much Money every Man muft ftop, to li- 
mit the Prince that he might not grow too gteat, 
and to reftrain the People that they might not 
become too infolent, and that none might fa^lT* 
oufly afpire to publick Employments; which 
ought neither to be fold, nor made burthenfome 
by a great Expence ; fince otherwife thofe that 
ferve in them, would be tempted to reimburfe 
themfehres by Cheats and Violence, and it would, 
become neceflary to find out rich Men for under- 
going, thofe Employmems which ought rather to 
bf trufted to the Wife. Thefe Laws, I fay, 
might have fuch EfFeds, as good Diet and Care 
might have on a fick Man, whofe Recovery is 
desperate : They might allay and mitigate the 
Difeafe, but it could never be quite healed, nor 
the Body Politick be bro\ight again to a good Ha- 
bit, as long as Property remains ; and it will ^ 
out as in a Complication of Difeafes, that by ap- 
plying a Remedy to one Sore, you wiD provoke 
another ; and that which removes the one ill 
Symptom produces others, -wYuk i3^^ ftx«t»^^»^ 
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ning one Part of the Body weakens the reft. 
On the contrary, anfwered I, it feems to me that 
Men cannot liv^ conveniently^ where all Things 
are common : How can there be any Plenty, 
where every Man will excufe himfelf from La- 
bour ? For ^ the Hope of Gain doth not excite 
him, ii the Confidence that he has in other Men's 
Induftxy, may make him flothful : If People come 
to be, pinched with Want, and yet cannot dif- 
gofe of .any Thing ,as their own ; what can fol- 
loyi: upon^this, hut perpetual "Sedition and Blood- 
fhed,- especially wbei> |the Reverence and Autlio- 
rlty due to Magiftrates falls to the Ground ? For 
I cannot imagine how that can be kept up among 
tbofe that are in all Things equal to oAe another. 
I .^ not wonder, iaid he, that it appears fo to 
you, fuice;you Jiavp no .Notjon, or at leaft .my 
right one, of fuch a Cpnilitution : But if you had 
b^n ia Lj/d^'tf with me, and had feen their Laws, 
and Rules, as I did, for the Space of five Years, 
in which I lived among them ; and during which 
time I was k delighted with them, that indeed I 
IJiould never have left them, if it had not been 
to .make the:Difcovery. of that new World to the 
Btaypeans ; you would then confefs that you had 
never feen a People fo well conftituted as they."* 
Yciu will not eafdy perfuade me, fcid PeUr^ 
that any Nation in that new World is better go- 
verned th^ thofe among us. . For as our Under- 
itfB^i^ig^ are: ^9t worfe than tbejrs, fp pux Go-f 
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vernment, if I niiilake not, being more antienty 
a long Prailice has helped us to find out many 
Conveniencies of Life : And foihe happyChance^ 
have difcovered other Things to us, which no 
Man's Undcrftanding could ever have invented* 
As for the Antiquity, either of their Govern- 
ment, or of ours, faid he, you cannot pafe a true 
Judgment of it, unlefs you had read their Hifto- 
ries ; for if they are to be believed, they had-- 
Towns among them, before tk^fe Parts were fek 
much as inhabited : And as forthofe-Diicoveri(*s>^ 
that have been either hit on by ChajHc^, or made* 
by ingenious Men, thefe might • have happened' 
there as well as here.' I do not deny but we are* 
more ingenious than they are, but they exceed u»- 
much in Induftry aild Application. They kne^r 
little concerning us, before our Arrival amohg^ 
them ; they call us all by a general Name of thc' 
Nations that lie bej'ond the Equinoftial Line ; 
for their Chroni<!:le mentions a Shipwreck that 
was made on their Coaft 1200 Years ago; and' 
diat fome Romans and Egyptians that were in the' 
Shipj getting fafe afhore, (pent the reft of their 
Days amongft them ; i^nd fuch was therr Irigenu-* 
ity, that from this Tingle Opportunity, they drew 
the Advantage of Learning from thofe unlookM' 
for Guefts, and acquired all thc ufeful Arts that 
were then among the Romans, and which were 
known to thefe Shipwreck*d Men: Atvd !y} /8>5i 
Hi/?/s efiat'they'gave-diem, 'ihey iJKertv^A^^ SwvtsS 



ov^ 
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out even ibme of thofe Arts which they could not 
fully explain ; (o happily did they improve that 
Accident, of having fome of our People caft up- 
on their Shore. But if fuch aii Accident has at 
any Time brought any from thence into Europe j 
we have been fb hx from improving it, that we 
do not fo much as remember it j as in after Times 
perhaps* it will be forgot by our People that I was 
cvjcr there* For though they from one fuch Ac- 
cident, made th^mfelves Mailers of all the good 
Inventions that were among us ; yet I believe it 
would be long befoi!e we fhould learn or put in 
Pradice any of the good Inftitutions that are a- 
mong them : And this is the true Caufe of their 
being better governed, and living happier than 
we, thou^ we come not fhort of them In Point 
of Underftanding, or outward Advantages. Upon 
this I fiud to him^ I earneftly beg you would de-. 
fcribe that Ifland very particularly to us. Be not 
too fhort, but fet out in order all Things relating 
to their Soil, their Rivers, their Towns, their 
People, their Manners, Conftitution, Laws, and ■ 
in a Word, all that you im^ine we defire to 
know : And you may well imagine that we defire 
to know every Tiling concerning them, of which 
we are hitherto ignorant. I will do it very wil* 
lingly, faid he, for I have digefted the whole 
Matter carefully ; but it will take up fome Time. 
I Let us go then, faid I, firft and dine, and then 
wc /baU hsLVcLciAxTC enough. He confented. 
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We went in and dined, and aftjsr Pinner came 
back, arid fat down in the fame Place. I ordered 
my Servants to take Care that none might com0 
and interrupt us : And toth Peter and I deiired 
Raphael io be as good as his Word^ When he 
faw that we were very intent upon it, he paufed 
a little to recoiled .himfi^, and began in thi^ 
Manner. 



The Second BOOK. 

'Tp H E Ifland of Utopia j is in the Middle two 
hundred Miles broad, and holds almoft at 
the iame Breadth over a great Part of it ; but it 
^ows narrower towards both Ends. Its Figure 
is not unlike a Crefcent : Betvi^een its Horns, the 
Sea comes in eleven Miles broad, and ipreads it- 
felf into a great Bay, which is environed with 
Land to the Gpmpafs of about five Flundred Miles^ 
and is well fecured from Winds: In this Bay, 
there is no great Current^ the whole Cpaft is, as 
it were, one continued Harbour^ which gives a}l 
that live in the Ifland great Convenience for 
mutual Commerce : But the Entry into the Bay» 
occafioned by Rocks on. the one Hand^ and 
Shallows on the other, is very dangerous. In the 
Middle of it there is one fingle Rock which ap- 
pears above Water, and may iheirfgi^ caSJi'^ \i^ 



54 Sir. THOMAS MORE's 

ftVdided, and on the Top of it there is a Tower 
hi which a Garrifen is kept, the other Rocks lie 
uhdcr Water, and arc very dangerous. The 
Channel is known only to the Natives, fo that if 
any Stranger fhould enter into the Bay, without 
one of their Pilots, he would run great Danger 
t( Shipwreck : For even they themfelves could 
not pafs it fafe, if fome Marks that aref on the 
Coaft did not direft their Way; and if thefe 
fhould be but^a litdc fhifted, any Fleet that might 
come againft them, how great foever it were, 
would be certainly loft. On the other Side of 
the Ifland, there are likewife many Harbours ; 
and the Coaft is fo fortified, both by Nature and 
Art, that a fmall Number of Men can hinder the 
Defcent of a great Army. But they report (and 
there remains good Marks of it to make it cre- 
dible) that this was no Ifland at firft, but a Part 
of the Continent, Utopus that conquered it (whofe 
Name it ftill carries, for Ahraxa was its firft 
Name) brought the rude* and uncivilized Inhabi- 
tirrts intofach a good Gbvertiment, and to that 
MeaiTure of PoHtenefs, that they now far excdl all 
ttie reft of Mankind ; having foon fubdued them, 
he defigned to feparate-thcm from the Continent, 
and to bring the Sea quite round them. To ac- 
complffli this, he ordered a deep Channel to be 
dug fifteen Miles long ;■ and that the Natives 
might not think he treated them like Slaves, he 
not only /breed the Inhabitants, but a!fo his own 



UTOPIA. r^g 

Soldiers, to labour in carrying it on. As lie fct 
a vaft Number of Men t« work, he bejrdnd ail 
Mens Expeftations brought it to a fytedy Cori- 
clufion. And his Neighbours who at firft laughed 
at the Folly of the. Undertaking, no fooncr faw it 
brought to Perfefiion, than they were ftruck widi 
Adniiration and Terror. 

TTicre arc fifty-four Cities in the Ifland,'afi 
large and well built : The Manners, Cufloni9', 
and Laws of which arc the fame, and they are aH 
contrived as near in the fame Manner as the 
Ground on which they ftand will allow: The 
neareft lie at leaft twenty-four Miles Diftancc from 
one another, and the moft remote are not fo fair 
diftant, but that a Man can go on Foot in one 
Day from h, to that which lies next it: Every 
City fends Aree of their wifcft Senators xmce a 
Year to Amaurofy to confult about their common 
Concerns ; for that is chief Town of the Ifland, 
being fituated near the Center of if;, fa' that it is 
the moft convenient Rice for their Aflemblies: 
The Jurifdifton of every City extends at leaft 
twenty Miles : And Wherfe the Tpi^rns Ire wider, 
they have much more Ground : No Town de- 
fires to enlarge its Bounds, for the People con- 
lider themfelves rather as Tenants than Landlords. 
They have built over all the Country, Fartn- 
iFToufes for Hufbandmen, which are well con- 
trived, and arc furnifhed with all Things neccf- 
fary for Country Labour, lnY«jQ\UTto -ax^ ^«ft. 
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fay Turns from the Cities to dweH in them ; no 
Country Family has fewer than forty Men and 
Women in it, beddes two Slaves* There is a 
Alafter and a Miftrefs (et over every Family ; and 
over thirty Families diere is a Magiftrate. Every 
Year twenty of this Family come back to the 
Town, after diey have flayed two Years in the 
Country: And in. their Hoom diere are other 
twenty fent from die Town,, that they may leam 
country Work, from thofe that have been already 
£>ne Year in the Country, as they muft teadi 
thofe that come to them the next from the Town. 
By this Means fudi as dwell in thofe country 
Farms, are never ignorant of Agriculture, and 
(o commit no Errors, which might otherwife be 
fatal, and bring them under a Scarcity of Corn. 
But tho' there is every Yev fuch a fliifting of 
the Hufbandmen, to prevent any Man being 
forced againft his Will to follow that, hard Courfe 
of Life too long ; yet many among them take 
fuch Pleafure in it, that they defire Leave to con* 
tinue in it many Years. Thefe Hufbandmen till 
the Ground, breed Cattle, hew Wood, and. con- 
vey it to the Towns, eitlier by Land or Water, 
as is moft convenient. They breed an infinite 
Multitude- of Chickens in a very curious Manner: 
For the Hens do not fit and hatch them; but vaft 
Number of Eggs are laid in a gentle and equal 
Heat, in order to be hatched ; and they are no 
(boner out of the Shell, and able to ftir about, but 

they 
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thtj fecm to confider thofe that feed them as their 
Mothers, and follow them a$ other Chickens do 
the Hen that hatched them. Thcjr breed very 
few Horfes, but thofe they have, are full of Met- 
tle> and are kept only for exerclfing their Youth 
in the Art of fitting and riding them ; for thejr 
do not put them to any Work, either of plowing 
or Carriage, in which they employ Oxen ; for 
though their Horfes are ftronger, yet they find 
Oxen can hold out longer ; and as they are not 
fiibjeA to fo many Difeafes, fo they are kept upon 
a lels Charge, and with lefs Trouble : And even 
when they are fo worn out, that they are no more 
fit for Labour, they are good Meat at laft. They 
fow no Corn, but that which is to be their Bread ; 
for they drink either Wine, Cyder or Perry, and 
often Water, fomctimcs boiled with Honey or Li- 
quorifli, with which they abound ; and tho' they 
know cxaftly how much Corn will fervc every 
I'own, and all that Tradl of Country which 
bdongs to it, yet they fow much more, and 
breed more Cattle than are neceflary for their 
Confumption : And they give that Overplus of 
which they make no Ufe to their Neighbours, 
When they want any Thing in the Country 
which it does not produce, they fetch that from 
the Town, without carrying any Thing m Ex- 
change for it : And the Magiftrates of the Town 
uke Care to fee it given them : For they meet 
g^erally in the Town once a Month, upon ^ 
E tfAirA 
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FeftivalDay. When the Time of Harvisft comes, 
the Magiftrates in the Countiy icnd to\thofe in 
the Towns, and let them.know how many Hands 
they will need for reaping the Harvcft ; and the 
Number they call for being fcnt to them, they 
commonly difpatch it all in one Day. ■. 



Of their TownSy pdttkularly4fAmzmot. 

HE .that knows one of their Towns, knows 
them . all, they arc fo like one another, ex-, 
cept where the Situation makes fome difference. 
I fliall tharefore defcribc one of diem ; and none 
is fo proper as Amaurot : For as none is more e- 
minent, all the reft yielding in Precedence to diisi 
becaufe it is the Seat of their fupreme Council ; 
fo there was none of them better known to ^e, 
I having lived five Years altogether in it 

It lies upon the Side of a Hill, or rather a 
rifmg, Ground : Its Figure is almoft Square, for 
from the one Side of it, which fhoots up almoft 
to the Top of the Hill, it runs down in a Defcent 
for two Miles to the River Anider j but it is a little 
broader the other Way that runs along by the 
Bank of that River. The Jnider rifes about 
eighty Miles above Amaurot, in a fmall Spring at 
firft ; but other Brooks falling into it, of which 
two are more confiderable than the reft : As it 
runs by Amauroty it is grown half a Mile broad,, 

but 
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botit-ftill grows larger aud larger,? tiH after fixty 
Miles Courici below, it, it is loikiii the Oceaiu 
betweeiji the Town and .tht iSeBv-aiwI ifor fome- 
Miles above the Town, it ebbs and- flows every 
fix Hours, with a ftrong Current, Tlic Tide 
comes upfpr-abQi^t^tJiir-ty Miles, fo fidJ, that thcit 
is nothing >bMt ;SAU->^Mer in. the River:, the frefh 
W^t.^ib$it[g,4fiveatw)k.with UsF^rce > and «?- 
bovcthatjf fe^ ivmfilM/lesjJtbe .Wat^rCis/brackifli^ 
but a. littk: Wghery ^ ^^ I*'^^^ . ^Y ^e-.Town, ^t is 
qyitp frcflii ojfid when the Tide ebbs, it con- 
tinues freih all along to .the Sea. There is a 
Bridge cajj flyer the River, .not pf Tiinber, but of 
feir rSfxyie,. confifting of;, many ftsrt^ply ..^rchesi 
it li^jjit fhat Part qf tfee Town i\yhiph is iartheft 
frqui'i^(^ Sea^.fo th<EitiShjps .withoift any Hin* 
dr^nce lie dl along th^ Side of thje Town. There 
is Jikewife anptb?r,Riyer tlsat r^Jt^ by it, which 
thpvgh it; is ijo^ great, ye^t it runs plc^fantly, fov 
it'ijifes out,;<)f. /the ferpe.Hill :tn .wbi?h tli^ Town 
ftandsj'^and.^ljruns dqwn thfo^gh. it, and falls 
into^^G^^^r. ,.^Tbe InhaljTtants h^ye- fortified 
tbe-F9urytajn-head 9f jthis Ri,yer^-which fprings 
a little without the Towns i thatfo if they fliould 
happen to be Ipefieged, the Enemy rnighf not be 
^b|e itOj:ftqi> oi|:divert ):)ie ,CpuilQ. of -the Water, 
noi; poift^n '^.^[iwni thence it is carried in carLhca 
Pipes t9 tbft lower Streefs : .And^iiff ..thofe Places 
oJF the 'Xsi^lli ^^.i^W^^ ^^^ ^Vjatff ftft^iat ^nal| 
River 1 wn^iot be, conveyed, .jligr rhaye great 
. K 2 Ciiiwn*?)* 
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Ciftcms for receiving the Rain-water, whii 
fijpplies the Want of the other. The Town 
eompafled with a high and thick Wall, in whi 
there are many Towen and Forts ; there is i, 
a broad and deep dry Ditch, ict diick wi 
Thorns, caft round three Sides of the Town, a 
the River is inftead of a Ditch on the fourth Si< 
The Streets are very convenient for all Carria| 
and are w«U (heltered from the Winds. T1i< 
Buildings arc good, and are fo uniform, thai 
whole Side of a Street looks like one Houfe. T 
Streets are twenty Feet broad ; there lie Garde 
behind all their Houfes ; thefe are large but c 
clofcd with Buildings, that on all Hands face t 
Streets 5 fo that every Houfe has boSi a Door 
the Street, and a back Door to ^e Garde 
Their Doors have all two Leaves, which as th 
are eafily opened, fo they Ihut of their own A 
cord ; and there being ne Property among the 
every Man may freely enter into any Houfe wh; 
focver. At every ten Years end diey ihift th 
Houfes by hotsjm They cultivate their Ganh 
with great Care, fo that they have both Vin 
Fruits, Hprfas and Flowers in them ; and all is 
well ordered, and fo finely kept, that I never (i 
Gardens any where that were both fo fruitful a 
fo beautiful as theirs. And this Humour of < 
dering their Gardens fo well, is not only kept 
by the Plcafure they find in it, but jdfo by 
Emulation between the Inhabitants of the feve 

Strec 
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Streets, who vie with each other ; and there is 
indeed nothing belonging to the whole Town^ 
that is both more ufeful, aad more pleafant. So 
that he who founded the Town, feems to'ha^ 
taken Care of nothing more than of their Gar- 
dens; for they fay, the whole Scheme of t&e 
Town was defigned at firft by Utcpmsj but he 
left all that belonged to the Ornament and Im- 
provement of it, to be added by thofe that (houkl 
. come after him, that being too much for one 
Man to bring to Perfection. Their Records, that 
contain the Hiftory of their Town and State, are 
preierved with an exad Care, and run backwards 
1760 Years. From thefe it appears, that their 
Houfes were at firft low and mean, like Cottages, 
made of aay Sort of Timber, and were built 
with Mud Walls, and thatchM with Straw : But 
now their Houfes are three Stories high, the Fronts 
oB them are faced either with Stone, Plaiftering,^ 
.or Brick ; and between the Facings of their Walls, 
they throw in their Rubbiih ; their Roofs are- flat, 
and on them they lay a Sort of Plaifter which 
, coib very little, and yet is fo tempered, that it 
is not apt to take Fire, and yet refifts the Weather 
more than Lead. They have g-reat Qiiantitles of 
Glafi among them, with which they glaze their 
Windows : They ufc alfa in their Windows, a 
• thin linen Cloth, that is fo oiled or gummed, 
that it both keeps out the Wind, and gives free 
Adpuffioo to the Light. 

E 3 Of 
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Of their Magijirat/s. •" 

1-^ H I RT Y' Familfts choofe fcvcry Yfedf • a 
' Magiflrate, who' was andehtly called the 
Syphogranti hnt is MVPezlkAkhti Phi larchi^'taid 
over every ten Syphogrknts widrthe Familiearfub- 
jedl to. thein^ there is -another* Magiftrate,- who 
: was anciently calkd ^eTr^anibore^ b«it of Iat6 thie 
-MchphiUtrtb.:- All ite S^pho^raAts^- 1^hj& ait'<in 
-.Number 26b, dioofe tiii PHnde^Jut^f afJiftJif 
'^ur^^ who arerinainfedl^yithe'Pe^pio ^:tliii.'fbur 
•Divilions of the Citja; "Biit -they^ taki ^afft Oatktch 
lore they proceed to an Ele<9:4ori, that they will 
thoofe him whom they thint moft fit Air tKe 
Office : They . give theii Voices feowtiy,- io- chat 
k ; is not known for whoih " every .Ond*; ^v^ his 
SufFragcif The Prince is for . X^fe,'. uniefi he iis 
removed upon fufpicion -of ibme Defignuto: ei>- 
flave the People. The Tranilvmzre oicw cHbfen 
every Year, but yet they .areibr. the moft Part 
continued : All their other Magiftrates tare only 
-annual. The Tranthon rmisot every tiiird Day, 
and oftner if .neceffary, . and confuiu'with' the 
* Fririce, either concefning the Aflairs' of" the 
.State in General, or iiich private Dif&rences. is 
.may arrfe fometimes among the People; tho' 
that falls out but feMom. ^ There are always two^ 
Sypkogrants called into the Council-Chamber, arid 
thefe are changed every Day. " It is a fundamen- 
tal 
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tal Rule of their Government, that no Condufion 
can be made in any Thing that relates to the Pub- 
lick, till it has been firft debated 'three ifeveral 
Days in their Council. It is Death for any to 
meet and confult concerning the State,' uhlefs it 
be either in their prdinary Conncil,. or in^the Af- 
fembly of the Whole Body of the People. 

ThefeThing3 have been.fo provided. am9ng 
them, that the Prince and the Tram bars majf not 
confpire together to change the Government^ aiV^ 
cnflave the Peopfe ; and therefore wrhen any 
Thing of ^eat Importance, is fet on Foot, it. [s 
ftnt to the Syphogrants j ' vi^ho after they have com- 
municated it to the Families that belong to their 
TJivifions, and have confidered it among ihem- 
ielves, make Report to the. Senate ; and upon 
great Occafions, the Matter is referred to the 
"Council of the wfiole Ifland.' One Rule obferv- 
*cd in their Councir, Is, never to debate a Tiling 
on the fame Day in which it is firft propofed ; for 
,that is always referred to die next Meeting, that 
fo oien may not rafhly, and in the Heat of Dif^ 
^Qourfej^ .engage themfelyes too foon, whic;h miglit 
biafs them fo mijch, that inftead of confuking the 
Good of the Publlck, they might rather ftudy to 
fuppqrt their firft Opinions ; and by a perverfe and 
prepofterous Sort of Shame, hazard their Country, 
rather than endanger their own Reputation, or 
ventiu'e the being fufpefted to have wanted Forc- 
fight In tjKe Expedi9nts that they at firft ^to^o^^^. 
. • ' E 4 " KxA 
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And therefore to prevent this, they take Care that 
they may rather be deliberate, than fudden ia 
their Motions. 



Of their Trades^ and Manner ofLifi. 

AGriculture is that which is fo univerfally un* 
derftood among them, that no Perfon either 
Man or Woman, is ignorant of it ; they are in- 
firudled in it from their Childhood, partly by 
what they learn at School, and partly by Practice s 
they being led out often into the Fields, about the 
Town, where they not only fee others at Work, 
but are likewife exercifed in it themfelves. Be- 
fides Agriculture, which is to common to them all^ 
every Man has fbme peculiar Trade to which h^ 
applies himfelf, fuch as the Manufa(5hir'e of Wool, 
cr Flax, Mafonry, Smith's Work, or Carpehter's 
Work ; for there is no Sort of Trade that is in 
great Efteem among them. Throughout the 
liland they wear the fame Sort of Clothes without 
any other Diftindion, except what is neceflary 
to dfftinguifti the two Sexes, and the married and 
unmarried. The Falhlon never alters ; and as it is 
neitheir difagrceable nor uneafy, fo it is fuited to 
the Climate, and calculated both for their Summers 
and Winters. Every Family makes 'their own 
Clothes ; but all among them. Women as well 
Men, karn one or other of the Trades formerly 
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mentiaiicd. Womeih for the moft Part, deal 
in Wood, and Flax> which fuit beft with their 
Wcaknefc, leaving, the ludcr Trades to the Men* 
The fame Trade generally pailes down fcom Fa- 
ther to Son, Inclinations often following Defcent: 
But if any Man*s Genius Kes smother Way, he 
is by Adoption tranilated into a Family that 
ileals in the Trade to which he is inclined : And 
when that is to he done> Care is taken not onlf 
by bis Father, but by the Magiilrate, that he 
may be put to a difcreet and good Man. And 
if after a Peribn has learned one Trade, he de- 
fires to acquire another, that is alfo allowed^ 
and is managed in the. (ame manner as^ the for^ 
met. When he has learn'd both, he follows that 
which he likes beil, unleis the PubCc has more 
Qccafion for, the other. 

The chief, and almoft the only Budnefs of the 

SyphagrantSj i» to take Care that no Man may 

live idle» but that every may follow his Trade dir- 

ligently: Yet they do not wear themfelves out 

with perpetual Toil, ftom Morning to Night, as if 

. they were Beads of Burden^ which as it is. indeed a 

heavy Slavery, lb it is every where the common 

Courfe of Life amongft all Mechanics except th& 

Vtopians : But they dlviiling the Day and Night 

into twenty-four Hours, appoint fix of thefe for 

Work ; three of which are before Dinner ;. and 

. three after :. They then- dip,* and at eight o'CIodc,. 

. counting from Noon, go X» lied arA ?i^^^ €s:^v 
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Hours. TTie reft of their Time befidef fliltt taken 
up in Work, eating and fleeping^ is-JSft'to every 
Man*s Difcretion ; yet they' are ftot ta abufc that 
Inter\'al to Luxury arid fdleniefi, Ijut muft cm- 
ploy it in feme proper Exercife accx^rcMhg to their 
various Inclinations, vrhich is for the moft Part 
reading. It is ordinary to have publickLefturcs 
every Af oming before Day-break ^ at which non6 
are obliged to appear, bat thofe who' aire marked 
out for Literature ; * yet a great marry, Ibth Men 
aind Women of all Ranks, go to hear Lefturcs 
of one Sort or other, according to their Inclinati- 
ons, But if others, that are not made for Con- 
templation, choofe rather to employ themfdvcs 
at that Time in their Trades^ ' as many of them 
do, they are not hindered, bat are leather com- 
mended, as Men that take Care to ferve their 
Country. After Supper, they fpend an Hour in 
fome Diverfion, in Sunfimer in their Gardens, and 
in Winter in the Halls whel^e they' eat ; where 
they entertain each other, either with Mufick or 
Difcourfe. They do not To much as' know Dice, 
'or any (uch foolifh and mifchieVous Games: They 
have, howevei', two Sorts of Games not unlike 
our Chefs ; the one is between feveral Numbers, 
in lyhich one "Number, hs it Were confumes ano- 
ther: The other refembles a'Bittle between the 
Virtues and the Vice^, in which* the Enmity in 
the Vices .a'm6ng thienifelves, and their Agrce- 
ment a^in&VvXvLZ is not xtu^c^&tvd^ tei^refcnt- 
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cd:; togethcr'wlth theipecial Oppofitions between 
the patticufar Virtues and Vices ; a^ alfo the Me- 
thods by which Vice either openly aflkults, or fe- 
cretly UndcrminedVhtue 5 and Virtue on the other 
Hand refifts it. But the Time appointed for La- 
bour, is to be narrowly examined, othcrwife yoii 
majr imagine, that fince there arc only fix Hours 
appointed Ibr Work,' they may fall under a Scarci*" 
ty of neceflary Provisions. But it is fo far from 
befhg'tnle,"fhat this Time is not fufficient for fup- 
plyirtgtheni with Plenty of all Things, either nc- 
ceflary or convenient ; that it is rather too much ; 
and this you will eafily apprehend, if you confider 
how great a Part of all other Nations is quite idle. 
-Firft, Women generally <io little, who are the 
half bf Mankind ; arid if fome few Women are 
diligent, their Huibands are idle : Then confider 
the great Company of idle Pricfts, and of thofc 
that are called religious Men ^ add to thefe all rich 
'Meh, chiefly thofe that have Eftates in Land, who 
are- trailed* Noblemen -and Gentlemen, together 
with their Families, made iip of iiUle Perfons, that 
•af^Hcept more for fhew than ufe. Add to thefe, 
alf thdfe ftrolAg and lufty Beggars," that' go about 
pretending fome Difeafe, in Excufe for their Beg- 
ging ; and upon the whole Account you will find, 
Siatthe Nifmber of thofe by whofe Labours Man- 
kind is fupplfeSj'is much Icfs than you perhaps 
'iiAagihdS / Then confider how few of thofe tiv^l 
Voi-14* 'niif- 'employed * in LaboAua \3a^ ^xe c?i . ^^-^^ 
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apply themfelves wholly to Study ;. and if any of 
thefe fall fliort of tbofe Hopes that they feemed at 
firft to give, they are obliged to return to. Work. 
And fometimes a Mechanick, that fb employs his 
Leifure Hours, as to make a confiderable Advance- 
ment in Learning, is eafed from being a Trades- 
man, and ranked among their learned Men* Oift 
of thefe they choofe their Ambafladors, their 
Priefis, their Tramb»rs^ and the Prince himielf ; 
ciently called their Barzems^ but is called of late 
their Aderms. 

And thus from t^e great Numbers among 
them, that are neither fufFered to be idle, nor to 
b^ imployed in any fruitlefi Labour ;. you maf 
eafily make the Eftimate, how much may be 
done in thofe few Hours in which they are o- 
bilged tolabaur. But befides all that has been 
already faid, it is to be confidered, that the need- 
ful Arts among them, are managed with lels 
Labour than any where elfe. Th^ Building, or 
the repairing of Houies among us, employ man} 
Hands, bccaufe often a thriftle& Heir fuffen a 

: Houfe that his Father built, to fall into Decay, 

,b diat his Succefibr muft, at a great coft, re- 
pair that which be might have kept up witfa^ 

'finall Charge: It frequently happens, that the 
fame Houfe which one Perfon built at a vaft 

, Expence, is n^efied tfy another, who .thinks 
he haa a. more delicate fenie; of the Beauties, of 
ArcbiteAure> ami he fuSetlng it to fdi v^ t»xo^% 
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IniSds another at* no lefs Charge. But amohg 
ih& Utopiajts^' airTTiings are* fo regulated, that 
Men very fddbfn 'build upon a new Piece of 
Ground 5 khd arc not only very quick in rc- 
palrkig their Houfes, but (hew their Forefight in 
preventing their Decay: So that their BuiMJngs 
^^ prefeHred very longi with =but littk Labour ; 
■Arid thus th^ Buil&ers to whom that Care belongsr, 
^ard-bften wirfiout Imployment^ except the hew- 
ing of Timber j ahd the fquaring of Stones, that 
the Materials may be in Readinefs for raifing a 
Building very fuddenly, when there is any Oc- 
cafion for it. As to their Cloaths, obferve how 
little -Work is (pent in them : Whiles they are 
'^t Labour, ■ they are doathed with Leather and 
Skins, caft carelefly about thetn, which will laft 
-feven Years^; and when they appear in publick, 
they put on an upper Garment, which hides the 
other: And -theft are ail of one -Colour, and 
ttat isf die natural Colour of the Wool. As they 
HVeed tefs Woolkitl Cloth than is ufed any where 
itlfe,* fo tha?t which' they make ufe of is -much leis 
<16ffljr! 'They ufe Linen Qoth more ; but that 
is' prepared with^ le6 Labour^ and they value Cloth 
#nly by the Whitcnefe of^ the Linen, or theCtean- 
ne6 of the Wool*, widiou^ much Regard to the 
*Finenefs of the Thread t While in othcfr Places, 
*four -or five ' tippi-f Gihneiife^ of ivo6lldi Cloth, 
of * fiffercnf Coloiiri}- ahd= -as inafhy^ Veftsf- ©f 
SjJJi n^'/tf'/itJarceLfejryc-fane Manj^ and -^w^Se 
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Aoft Ihat are ^ nicer' think ten. too feW; cv^ry 
Man^ tfere is- contf»it widi twie, lidrich vei^ 
dfi^h' fe/vei him two Ywirs. . Nor is . .thercf tuxy 
't*hi«g that >cari- tempt a Man to define more; 
for if he had thefti,. -he woiild- neither bfe the 
tirarther^ nor would he- make one Jot the better 
Appeirance fbr it.' Andthw^ finGcthey are all 
rthploy^d m Tonie tiftful* h^hbiXtf mi fince tfaej 
c6ntertt^ thcfrnferVes- witli fewer rrhingfi, tit &S$ 
outVtiit tJiere-ii i gi«t-AbUn(ldnc© of allrThing^ 
amohg them : So that it frecjlieiidy happens^ !that 
for waiit of other Work, vaft Numbers ate fcnt 
out to -mend the Highways. Bat when no pub* 
lick Undertaking is Ho be pe^foniied,^ the: tknm 
of wbilcfng are leffericd; ■ •*Thfc?Majgiftratesrii6yer 
chgage the^ People* iH^ftheccSllary Labour, fined 
the chief End of the'CpiiftitutiahS td regnjate 
•l/aboui* by the'Nec?effities of thie Publick, and t6 
-allow all the l^eejJe^as' much Time as is' neceflarjr 
for the Improvement of their Minds, inwhicfas 
dfey'thiriklhe^H&'pi^neftbf^Lifecon^^ , . ! 



Of. their tragick. 
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BUT. it is jjoyif Time to >expl^in to,yoii. the 
muOlal. intercp^i-fc- . c^rfl^is, JPccgplc^ tbpir 
Cteuherc^ -^l^^^^^.^ules y^yc<W)f^\^ Things 
'4xt -diftdbwt^d ^njong ^hem^ .^ ^ > ■-. ^ ^* ^ 
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As their Cities are compo&d of FamilieSi lb 
ditir FaihiKcs are made up of thole that are 
nearly related to one aaother* Tlieir Women, 
when diey grow up, are married .out ) but all 
the Males, both Children and Grandchildren, 
Uve ftill in the iame Houfe, in great Obedience 
to their cooBmon Parent, unleb Age has weak- 
ened hia Undefftandkg; and in that Cafe he 
that is next to him in Age, comes in his BxKun. 
But left any City fhould become either too great, 
or by any Accident be difpeopled, provifion is 
made that none of their Cities may contain above 
fix thouiand Families, befides thofe of the Coun- 
try round it No Family may have lefi than ten, 
andmorethanfixteenPerfonsinit; but^ierecan 
be no determined Number for the Clnldren und^' 
Age : This Rule is^ eafily obferved, by removing 
fbme of the Children of a more fruitful Couple, 
to any other Family that does not abound to much 
in them. By the fame Rule, they fupply Cities 
that do not encreafiffb &ft, from others that; bre^d 
(after : And if there is any increafe over the whole 
iiland, thentheydraw out a Number, of their Ci- 
tizens out of the leveral Towns,, and fend them 
over to the ciei^bourlng Continent; where, if 
they find that the Inhabitants have more Soil than 
they^can well cukrvate, they fix a Colony, taking 
Ae Inhabitants into their Society, if they. aire 
willing to lire with them ; and wkere diey do that 
f/ thek Qvrn accord, liicy quicklf entep into thtir 
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Rlethod of Life, and conform to their Rules» 
and this proves a Happinefs to b«th Nations : For 
according to their Conftitution, fuch Care is taken 
ef the $oil, that it becomes fraitfid enough for 
both, tho* it might be etherwife too narrow and 
barren for any one of them* But if the Natives 
reftife to conform themfelves to ther Laws,, they 
drive them out of thofe Bounds which ibcf 
mark out for themfelves, and ufe Force if thejr 
refift. For they account it a very jaft Caufe .of 
War, for a Nation to hinder others from pofieff- 
ing a Part of that Soil, of which they make no 
Ufe, but which is fufFered to lie idle and uncul- 
tivated ;. fince%yery*Man has by the Law of Na- 
ture a Right to fuch a wafte Portion of the Earth, 
.as is neceflary for bis Subfiftence. If an Acci- 
dent has (o leilened the Number of the Inhabi- 
tants of any of their Towns, that it cannot be 
made up from the other Towns of the Ifland,- 
without diminiihing them too mueh> which is 
faid to have fallen out but twice, iince they were 
£rft a People, when great Numbers were carried 
off by the Plague ; the Lois is then fuppUed by 
xecalliiig as many as are wanted from their Cok^ 
nies J for diey will abandon theie, jather than 
fufFer the Towns in the Ifland to fmk too low. 

But to return to their Manner of living in So- 
ciety, the oldeft Man of every Familyy as has 
been already faid, is its Governor, Wives fervc 
. their Hulbands, and Childrei\the\t ?«c^\:&<^ ^^xiib^ 
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always the Younger fervcs the Elder. Evfty 
CJity is divided into four equd Parts, and in tbe 
Middle q£ each there is a Market-plage-: What 
-isbi-oiight thither, and manufadured by the feve- 
j^ Families, is carried, from thence to Houfes ap- 
^pointed for that Purpofe,..in which all Things of 
a Sort are laid by themfelves'; and thither ^ery 
^adier goes and takes whatfoever he or his Family 
ftand in need of, without either paying for it, or 
leaving any Thing itt Exthangev There is no 
Ke^ibn for giving a deniil;^to any Pcrfon, fince 
* there is fucK Plenty /of eveiy Thing among them : 
■And there is no Dagger of a ManV afking for 
ihore than he needs ; they have^nno Inducements 
to do this, fince they are fure that they ihall al- 
ways b'efupplied : It is the Fear of Want that 
•mskt^^y df the whole Race of Animals, either 
^teedf^t fdvdnotis^i but' befides Fear^ there is in 
^an a Pride' that makes him fancy it a particular 
<jlory to excel others in Pomp and Excefs. But 
4>y the 'Laws of the Utbpiansy there is no Room 
for this. • Near thefe'Markets there arjc others for 
trfl Sortsf. 6i Provifiohs^ where there arc not only 
•fferbsi^f/uits, and Bread, but alfa Fifty Fowl, 
i^tii Cattle. There are alfo without their Towns, 
Plates appointed near fome running Water, for 
killing their Beafts, and for wafhing away their 
• Filth ; which is done by their Slaves : for they 
fufFcr none of their Citizens to kill their Cattle, 
^becauie they> thinly that Pity and gopd Nature^ 



■^hich are among the beft of thbfe AfFeftioris 
thit are born with us',- are much impaired by thb 
tkitcheHngbf Animab : Nor do thejr fuffer iair^ 
thSri^Aat is-'foui oi-tmcleah fo'bfe brought witH- 
ih flfcii To^ns; Idl Wie Afr-ihoUH be infeaetl tiy 
ill Smells which might prejudice tKeir 'Hedtm 
InWetyiStreet thdilB a^e grekt Halls that He at an 
^ual Diftance fromf each other, diftinguiflied by 
-particiriar Naniies. "The ' SMogf ants dwell in 
TJibfe, that'are lit wiet'ttiirty Pahiilies,' fifteen ly- 
fiig<ii-owe-Stee 6f 'ili'^hnd as many on the o'thcr. 
in' Aife-Halls tlie^r aJlincct and'have their Repafts^ 
^Thc StewafdS''of wiry ohfe'of theih conieto the 
fMEarkct-place at an appointed Hour; and accord- 
ing to the Number of thbfe that bddng to the 
<HaHi thfey carry home Provifions. But they taTce 
-m^ Gare'of theii/Sickr,'lhaii ofany bthfeh': 
SThefe'^^lodgM and^pro^idbd forTrif6b 
pifals": iThey hive befan^g to every -Ttrwn foiit 
'HoTpttaTr, that are biiilt without their Walls, and 
are fo large, that they may pais for little Towns : 




Iknd 

iBfckr of ipfe<a^6us Pifeates, may be kept foYat 
iFroti^ xhi, reft, that there can be no Danger o¥ 
Contagion. The Hbfpitals are furniflied and 
libred 'with 'all Things that are convenient for thb 
Eafe , and. Recovery of the Sick -, and thofe that 
^arc put in tliemi* *irc looked rflet N^VOaJ^u^ xs^- 
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der and watchful Care, and are fo conftantly at- 
tended by their fkilful Phyficians; that as none is 
ient to tbemagainft their Will, fo there is (carce 
one in a whole Town, that if he ihoiild fall iUy 
would not choofe rather to go thither» dian lie 
fickatHome. 

After the Steward of the Hofpitals has taken 
for the Sick whatfoever the Phyfician prefcribeSf 
then the beft Things that are left in the Market 
are diftributed equally aniong the Halls, in pro- 
portion to their Numbers, only, in the firft Place^ 
they ferve die Prince, the Chief Prieft, the Tra- 
niborsy the Ambafladors, and Strangers, if there 
are any, which indeed falls out but feldom, and 
for whom there are Houies well fumifhed, par- 
ticularly appointed for their Reception wh^a 
they come among them. At the Hours of Din- 
ner and Supper, the whole Syphogranty being 
called together by Sound of Trumpet^ they meet 
and eat together, except only fuch as are ia 
the Hofpitais, or lie fick at Home. Yet after 
the Halls are ferved, no Man is hindred to carry 
Provifions Home from the Market-place $ for 
they know that none does that but for foqi^ 
good Reafon ; for tho' any that will may eat at 
Home, yet none does it willingly, fince it i» 
both ridiculous and fooUfh for any to give them- 
felves the Trouble f make ready an ill Dinner 
at Home, when there is a much more plentifiJ 
one made ready for him .fo near hai^d. AH the 
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uneafy and fordid Services about thefe Halls, are 
performed by tiieir Slaves ; but the dreffing and 
f^ooking their Meat, and the ordering their Ta- 
bles, belong only to the Women, all thofe of e> 
▼cry Family taking it by Turns. They fit at 
three or more TaWes^ according to their Num- 
bor^ the Men fit towards the Wal]» and the 
WomcA fll on the other Side, that if any of 
them ihbuld be taken (uddenly il), which h no 
uncommon Cafe amongft Women- with Child^ 
(he may, without difturbing the reft, rife and go 
to the Nurfe'sRoom, who are there with the 
fucking Children ; where there is aiwayis clean 
Water ftt hand, and Cradles in which diey may 
lay the young Children, if there i^ occafion for 
it, aiid a Fire that they may fliift and drefs them' 
before it. Every Child is nuricd by its own 
Mother, if Death or Sicknefi does not intervene; 
ani in that cafe the Syph^grants Wives find out % 
Nurfe quickly, which is no hard matter ; for 
any 6ne that can do it; oiFers her felf chearfully : 
For as they are much inclined to that Piece of 
Mercy, fo the. Child whom th^y nurfe, confi- 
ders the Nurfe as its Mother. All the Children 
tinder iive Years old, fit among the Nurfes, the 
jeft of the younger Sort of both Sexes, till they 
are fit for Marriage, either ferve thofe that fit at 
Table ; or if they are not ftrong enough for that, 
ftand by th^m in great Silence, and eat whal \^ 
given them; nor have tlncy any oVVtt ^wcoaK^K?^ 
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of , dining. In the middle of the firft T?ai>le,f 
which Hands acrofi. the upper^Ead of the-Hall^ 
fit t^s Sypbogrant and his Wife/ for that is- the. 
chief and moft confpicuous Place : Next ■ to \i\m 
fit two of the moft ancient, for there go alwap 
fo^r .to a Mefs. .If thpre is- a -Temple withMi 
that SyphpgrsUjty^.ithjEj P^fieft and Wf Wife ^t 
with the Syphsgt^t^^ovQ aU-tfee f^^^-jMett 
them: there is ?t3y[ixt^re^of PM.an^ YOwng, wh<» 
are fo placed, that siS the Young art fet near.o*- 
thers, fo th^y, are mixed with, the nwre ancient i 
which they fay was appointed qt\ this Account^ 
that the Gravity of jthe oJdjBeople, and ]the.:!Uf> 
yerence : th^^ : b due to tfe^nfif : jn jghtf; f efe-ain die 
Ypungejr. from jail inde^ei^^ WpyjJ^ a<id GefluresU 
Diflles ar^ not fctftei mv tQ ihi9.fwh^k Table ^ 
firft, but thfc !bfeft are; ftrft^ftt befofe the Old^ 
whofe Seat3.,are. diftinguiihed^frpm Ihe YoJungi 
and after theni all the. .reft are ftry^ 9}ike. iThc 
old IMfen clifltifevlte > to . ]thi ,yjO«iigpii ;any .c^riquf 
Meats that happenitprbie.fefcbefow diflm> iftbci» 
knotrfuth an Aban44rv?0 Qf)ti*ein that tftje vfhol^ 
Cpmpanynwy. be; fej>«e^-tf iter: :;,.•;. -I ..^ . .•;*/ 
ThusX^ld Mjen are^orMLir0d,)yith a particular, 
Rrfpeft; yet afl the reft ^f;^^ ias well a^ they* 
Bqth Pinner and' §uppeF grp. begun wit;h.,fomo 
X,e6t*ir€i gf Morality; /that " is, read. ;to: them j- but 
it iQiib. ibort, that -it; ■}$ not t^ious n^jr ,uneafy..to 
t^eiQ.tQ heat it, :.Fro;n henpe the oW Mept^ke 
occa/ipn: ta-cn^eftam .tlvpfe a\><^ ^hen^, witU 
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ibme ufeful and pleafant Enlargements ; but they 
da not engrofs the whole IJifcourfe . fo td them- 
felves, during their Meals, that the Younger 
may not put in for a Share : On the contrary^ 
they^^ngage them to talk, that fo they may in 
that free Way of Converfation, find out the* 
Forte of every one's Spirit, and obferve his Tem-'^ 
per. They difpatch their Dinners quickly, hut 
iit long at Supper : becaufe they go to wt>rk after* 
the one, and arc to fleep after the otHe/, during' 
which they think the Stomach carries on the 
Conco(Sion more vigoroufly. They never fup 
without Mufick ; and there is alwaj^s Fruit ferved 
up after Meat ; while they are at Table, fomo 
bum jPerfumcs, and fprrnkle kbout fragrant Oint- 
ments, and fweet Waters : In fho'rt they 'want 
nothing that may chcar up theit Spirits : They 
give themfelves a large Allowance that Way,- a«d 
indulge themfelves in all fuch Pleafures as are at- 
tended with no Inconvenience. Thus dW thofe 
that are in the Towns live together; but * in the 
Country, where they live at great Diftance, 
every one eats at home, and no Family wants 
any neceflary Sort of Provifion,'for it is from 
them that JProvifions are fent unto thofe that 
live in the Towns. 
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When they have thus taken Care of their whole 
Country, and laid up Stores for two Years, which 
they do to prevent the ill Confequences of an 
unfavourable Seafon, they order an Exportation of 
the Overplus, both of Corn, Honey, WooU>Flax, 
Wood, Wax, Tallow, Leather, and Cattle ; 
which they fend out commonly in great Quantities 
to other Nations. They order a feventh Pait of 
all thefe Goods to be freely given to the Poor of 
the Countries to which they fend them, and fell 
the reft at moderate Rates. And by this Ex- 
change, they not only bring back thofe few 
Things that they need at Home (for indeed they 
fcarce need any Thing but Iron) but likewife a 
great deal of Gold and Silver ; and by their driv- 
ing this Trade fo long, it is not to be imagined 
. how vaft a Treafure they have got among them : 
. So that now they do not much care whether they 
fell ofF their Merchandize for Money in Hand, or 
upon Truft. A great Part of their Treafure is 
now in Bonds ; but in all their Contrafts no pri- 
vate Man ftands bound, but the Writing runs in 
the Name of the Town ; and the Towns that 
owe them Money, raifc it from thofe private 
Hands that owe it to them, lay it up in their pub- 
lick Chamber, or enjoy the Profit of it till the 
Utopians call for it ; and they choofe rather to let 
the greateft part of it lie, in their Hands, who 
make Advantage by it, than to call for it them- 
. fclves : But if they fee tliat any of their othjer 

Neighbours 
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Neighbours (land more in need of it, then they 
call it in and lend it to them : Whenever they 
are engaged in War, which is the only Occafion 
in which their Treafure can be ufefuUy employ 'd, 
they make ufe of it themfelves, Li great Extre- 
mities or fudden Accidents they employ it in hir- 
ing foreign Troops, whom they more willingly 
cxpofe to danger than their own People : They 
give them great Pay, knowing well that this will 
work even- on their Enemies, that it will engage 
them either to betray their own Side, or at leaft to 
defert it, and that it is the beft Means of railing 
mutual Jealoufies among them : For this End they 
have an incredible Treafure ; but they do not keep 
it as a Treafure, but in fuch a Manner as I am 
almoft afraid to tell, left you think it fo extrava- 
gant, as to be hardly credible. This I have the 
more Reafon to apprehend, becaufe if I had not 
feen it myfelf, I could not have been .eafily per- 
fuadcd to have believed it upon any Man's Re- 
port. 

It is certain that all Things appear incredible to 
us, in Proportion as they differ from own Cuftoms. 
But one who can judge aright, will not wonder 
to find, that fince their Conftitution differs fo 
much from ours, their Value of Gold and Silver 
fliould be meafured by a very different Standard ; 
for fince they have no ufe for Money among them- 
felves, but keep it as -a Provifion againft Events 
which fejdora happen, and between which there • 
F 2 ^^^ 
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are generally long intervening Intervals ; they va- 
lue it no farther than it deferves, that is, in Proper- • 
tion to its ufe. So that it Is pkin, they muft pre- 
fer Iron either to Gold or Silver : For Men cam 
no more live without Iron, than without Fire or 
Water ; but Nature has mark'd out no Ufe for 
the other Metals, fo ellential as not eafily to be 
difpejifed with. The Folly of Men has enhanced 
the Value of Gold and Silver, becaufe of their 
Scarcity. Whereas on the contrary, it is their 
Opinion, that Nature, as an indulgent Parent, has 
freely given us all the beft Things in great Abun- 
dance, fuch as Water and Earth, but has laid up 
and hid from us the Things that are vain and 
ufelefs. 

If thefe Metals were laid up in any Tower in the 
Kingdom, it would raife a Jealoufy of the Prince 
and Senate, and give Birth to that foolifh Miftruft 
into which the People are apt to fall, a Jealoufy of 
their intending to facrifice the Intereft of the 
Publick to their own private Advantage. If tfiey 
fhould work it into Veflels, or any Sort of Plate, 
they fear that the People might grow too fond of 
It, and fo be unwilling to let the Plate be run 
down, if a War made it neceflary to employ it in 
paying their Soldiers. To prevent all thefe Incon- 
veniencies, they have fallen upon an Expedient, 
which cis it agrees with their other Policy, fo is it 
very Jif/erent from ours, and will fcarce gain Belief 
ujnong usy who value Gold fo much, and lay it 
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up fo carefully. They eat and drink out of Vciil-ls 
of Earth, or Glafs, which make an agreeable 
Appearance tho' formed of brittle Materials : 
while they make their Chamber-pots and Clofc- 
ftools of Gold and Silver ; and that not only in 
their publick Halls, but in their private Houfcs : 
Of the fame Metals they likewife make Chains 
and Fetters for their Slaves ; to fome of which, 
as a Badge of Infamy, they hang an Ear-ring of 
Gold, and make others wear a Chain or a Ojro- 
net of the fame Metal ; and thub they take Care 
by all poffible Means, to render Gold and Silver 
of no efteem : And from hence it i-, tljat whil'^ 
other Nations part with their Gold and Silver, ^^ 
unwillingly as if one tore oat their Bowels, t}«ofe 
of Utopia would look on their giving in all the/ 
poilels of thofe (Metals, when thcr« w*rc kny 
Vfe for them) but as the parting wiii a 'i xiSc, 
or as we would cftecm the Lof* of a Pc;j;iy* 
They find Pearls on their Coafi ; a;*i Diir>vy.vJ , 
and Carbuncles on their Rock: : '!>>«/ 'io j>'^ 
look after them; but if thej fijid thtrr* ?.# i.r.^r.^ * , 
they polifli them, and with th^nn they 
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glory in them duilr.z their C?-i'^; vx- ^ v .* ^-^.n 
they grow to Ycar^, '^jn& iij.. vjcX w,;j'. , 
ren ufe fuch BaubJcs, the;/ 'A 'hrir w. ; 
without being b:c sy thdr Fir',v . 
afide; and would be z\ rr. >tr> a^/-4-;,- 
thcm afterwards, ii CLi /.:'::* i.'://;/; 
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they come to Years, are of their' Puppets, and 
other Toys. 

I never faw a clearer Inftance of the oppofite 
Impreffions that different Cuftoms make on Peo- 
ple, than I obferved in the Ambafladors of the 
^nemolians^ who came to Amaurot when I was 
there : As they came to treat of Affairs of great 
Confequence, the Deputies from feveral Towns 
met together to wait for their Coming. The Am- 
baffadors of the Nations that lie nt2ur Utopia^ 
knowing their Cuftoms, and that fine Cloaths 
arc in no Efteem among them, that Silk is def- 
pifed, and Gold is a Badge of Infamy, ufe to come 
very modeftly cloathed ; but the AnemoUans lying 
more remote, and having had little Commerce 
with them, underftanding that they were coarfly 
cloathed, and all in the fame Manner, took it for 
granted that they had none ^f thofe fine Things 
among them of which they made no ufe; and 
they being a vain-glorious, rather than a wife 
People, refolved to fet themfelves out with fo 
much Pomp, that they fhould look like Gods, and 
ftrike the Eyes of the poor Utopians with their 
Splendour. Thus three Ambaffadors made their 
Entry with an hundred Attendants, all clad in 
Garments of different Colours, and the greater 
Part in Silk j the Ambaffadors themfelves, who 
were of the Nobility of their Country, were in 
Cloth of Gold, and adorned with mafly Chains, 
JEsr-rings and Rings of Gold : Their Caps were 
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Covered with Bracelets fet full of Pearls and other 
Grems : In a Word, they were fet out with all 
thofe Things, that, among the Utopiansy were 
either the Badges of Slavery, the Marks of Infa- ' 
my, or the Play-things of Children. It was not 
unpleafant to fee, on the one Side, how they look'd 
big, when they compared their rich Habits with 
the plain Cloaths of the Utopians^ who were 
come out in great Numbers to fee them make 
their Entry : And on the other, to obferve how 
much they were miftaken in the Impreffion, which 
they hoped this Pomp would have made on them. 
It appeared fo ridiculous a Shew to ^1 that had 
never ftirred out of their Country, and had not 
feen the Cuftoms of other Nations ; that though 
they paid fome Reverence to thofe that were the 
moft meanly clad, as if they had been the Am-. 
bafTadors, yet when they faw the Ambaf&dors 
themfelves, fo full of Gold and Chains, they look- 
ed upon them as flaves, and forbore to treat them 
with Reverence. You might have feen the Child- 
ren, who were grown big enough to defpife their 
Play-Things, and who had thrown away their. 
Jewels, call to their Mothers, pufli them gently, 
andcry out, ** See that great Fool that wea^s Pearls 
and Gems, as if he were yet a Child." While 
their Mothers very innocently replied, " Hold your 
Peace, this I believe is one of the Ambaffador's 
Fools." Others cenfured the Fafhion of theic 
Ch<ilns, and obferved. that t\iQy ^\e,t& cA Tiow^^\ 
F 4 ' ^^^ 
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granted that they had none -of thofe fine Things 
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much Pomp, that they fhould look like Gods, and 
ftrike the Eyes of the poor Utopians with their 
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were of the Nobility of their Country, were in 
Cloth of Gold, and adorned with mafly Chains, 
Ear-rings and Rings of Gold : Their Caps were 



UTOPIA. 87 

Ted with Bracelets fet full of Pearls and other 
IB : In a Word, they were fet out with all 
•Things, that, among the Utopians^ were 
»r the Badges of Slavery, the Marks of Infa- 
cr the Play-thlngs of Children. It was not 
eafant to fee, on the one Side, how they look'd 
when they compared their rich Habits with 
plain Cloaths of the Utopians^ who were 
e out in great Numbers to fee them make 
' Entry : And on the other, to obfcrvc how 
h they were miftaken in the Impreffion, which 
hoped this Pomp would have made on them. 
)peared fo ridiculous a Shew to ^1 that had 
r Airred out of their Country, and had not 
the Cuftoms of other Nations ; that though 
paid fome Reverence to thofe that were the 
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dors, yet when they faw the Ambafladors 
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for they were too flight to bind their Slaves, who 
could eafily break them ; and befides hung fo 
loofc about them, that they thought it eafyto. 
throw them away, and fo get from them. But 
after the Ambafladors had ftaid a Day among 
them, and faw fo vaft a Quantity of Gold in 
their Houfes, which was as much defpifed by 
them, as it was efteemed in other Nations, and 
beheld morfe Gold and Silver in the Chains and 
P'etters of one Slave, than all their Ornaments 
amounted to, their Plumes fell, and they were 
aihamed of all that Glory for which they had 
formerly vajjied themfelves, and accordingly laid 
it afide : A Refolution that they immediately took, 
when on their engaging in fome free Difcourfc 
with .the Utopians^ they difcovered their Senfe pf 
fuch Things, and their other Cuftoms. The 
Utopians wonder how any Man fhould be fo much 
taken with the glaring doubtful Luftre of a Jewel 
or a Stone, that can look up to a Star, or to the 
Sun himfelf J or how any fhould value himfelf, 
becaufe his Cloth is made of a finer Thread : 
For how fine foever that Thread may be, it was 
once no better than the Fleece of a Sheep, and 
that Shc;ep was a Sheep ftill for all its wearing it. 
They wonder much to hear, that Gold which in 
itfclf is fo ufelefs a Thing, fhould be every where fo 
much efteemed, that even Men for whom it was 
made, and by whom it has its Value, fhould yet 
be thought of lefs Value than this Metal ; That 
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a Man of Lead, who 'has no more Senfe than a 
Log of Wood, and is as bad as he is foolifh, 
fhould have many wife and good Men to ferve 
him, only becaufe he has a great Heap of tliat 
Metal ; and that if it fhould happen, that by fome 
Accident, or Trick of Law, (which fometimes 
produces as great Changes as Chance itfelf) all 
this Wealth fhould pafs from the Mailer to the 
meanefl Varlet of his whole Family, he himfetf 
would very foon become one of his Servants, as 
if he were a Thing that belonged to his Wealtli, 
and fo were bound to follow its Fortune. But 
they much more admire and detefl: the Folly of 
thofe who when they fee a rich Man, though 
they neither owe him any Thing, nor ai e in any 
fort dependant on his Bounty, yet merely betaufe 
he is rich, give him little lefs than divine Honours ; 
even though they know him to be fo covetous and 
bafe minded, that notwithftanding all his Wealth, *'. 
he will not part with one Farthing of it to them» 
as long as he lives. 

Thefc and fuch like Notions has that People 
imbib'd, partly from their Education, being brei 
in a Country, whofe Cuftoms and Laws are op- 
pofite to all fuch foolifh Maxims : And partly 
from their Learning and Studies : for though 
there arc but few in any Town that are fo wholly 
excufed from Labour, as to give themfeh es en- 
tirely up to their Studies, thefe being owVj WlVv 
Terfoiis as diicovcr from tbeir CV\\<i^oo'^ ^xtv ^^- 

F 5 VtVX^X'^WV^.^^ 



90 Sir THOMAS MOREh 

traordinary Capacity and Difpofition for Letters ; 
yet their Children, and a great Part of the Na- 
tion, both Men and Women, are taught to fpend 
thofe Hours in which they are i)ot obliged to 
work, in Reading : And this they do through the 
whole Progrefs of Life. They have all their 
Learning in their own Tongue ; which is both a 
copious and pleafantLanguj^e, and in which a 
Man can fully exprefs his Mind : It runs over a 
great Tra£t of many Countries, but it is not 
equally pure in all Places: They had never fo 
much as heard of the Names of any of thofe 
Philofophers that are fo famous in thefe Parts of 
the World, before we went among them : And 
yet they had made the fame Difcoveries as the 
Greeks, both in Mufick, Logick, Arithmetick, 
and Geometry. But as they are almoft in every 
Thing equal to the ancient Philofophers, fo they 
far exceed our modern Logicians ; for they have 
never yet fallen upon the barbarous Nic-eties that 
our Youth are forced to learn in thofe trifling lo- 
gical Schools that * are among us : They are fo 
far from minding Chimeras, and fantaftical Ima- 
ges made in the Mind, that none of them could 
comprehend what we mcaixt, when we talked to 
them of a Man in the Abftra6^, as common to 
all Men in particular, (fo that though we ^oke 
of him as a Thing that we could point at with 
our Fingers, yet none of them could perceive 
IiiinJ and jet diftlnft from evw^ oiv^s ^ '^^ ^^ 
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were fome monftrous Coloffus, or Giant. Yet for 
all this Ignorance of thefc empty Notions, they 
knew. Aftronomy, and were perfedly acquainted 
with the Motions of the heavenly Bodies ; and 
have many Inftruments, well contrived and divid- 
ed, by which they very accurately compute the 
Coiirte and Pofitions of the Sun^ Moon and Sfars. 
But for^ the Cheat, of divining by the Stars, by 
their Qppofitions or. Conjundions, it has not fo 
much as entered into their Thoughts. They 
have a particular Sagacity, founded upon much 
Obfervation, in judging of the Weather, by 
wdiich . they know when they may look for Rain, 
Wind, or other Alterations in the Air : But as 
to the Philofophy of thefe Things ; the Caufes of 
the Saltnefs of the Sea, of its ebbing and flowing, 
and of the Original and Nature both of the Hea- 
vens and the Earth ; they difpute of them, partly, 
as our ancient Philofophers have done ; and, part- 
ly upon fome new Hypothefis ; in which, as they 
differ from them, (o they do not in all Things 
agree among themfelvcs. 

As to moral Philofophy, ..they have the fame 
Difputes among them, as we have here : They 
examine what are properly good, both for the 
Body and the Mind : And whether any outward ' 
Thing can be called truly good, or if that Term 
belong only to:- the* Endowments of the Soul. 
They enquire likevi^ife into the Nature of Virtue 
and PJcafure; but their c\vie$ I>'\^^\\1^ "vi% ^<^^- 
F 6 c^mvcv% 
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corning tlic Happineft of a Man, and'wherein it 
confifts ? Whether in fame one Thing, or in a 
great many ? They feem indeed more inclinjible 
to that Opinion that places, if not the whole, yet 
the chief Part of a Man's Happincfs in Plea&re ; 
and, what may feem more ftrange, they make ufe 
of Arguments even from Religion,' notwith- 
ftanding its Severity and Roughneis, for the Sup- 
port of that Opinion, fo indulgent to Pleafure : 
For they never difpute concerning Happinefs 
without fetching fome Arguments from the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, as well as from natural Rea- 
fon ; fincc without the former, they reckon Aat 
all our Enquiries after Happiness, - muft be but 
conjectural and defedive. 

. Thefe are their religious Principles ; that the 
Soul of Man is immortal, and that God of his 
Goodneis has defigned that it fliould be happy; 
and that he has therefore appointed Rewards for 
good and virtuous A6):ions, and Puniihments for 
Vice, to be diftributed after riiis Life. .Though 
thefe Principles of Religion are convey'd down 
among them by Tradition, they think, that even 
Rcafon itfelf determines a Man to believe and 
acknowledge them : And freely confeis, that if 
thefe were taken away, no Man would be fo in- 
fenfible, as not to feek after Pleafure by all poffible 
Means, lawful or unlawful ; - ufmg only this 
Caution, that a leffer Pleafure might not ftand in 
ike Wd/ of a greater, and that t\o i^lcaiure ou^ht 
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to be puffued, that ihould draw a great deal of 
Pain after it : For they think it the maddeft thing 
in the world to purfue Virtue, that is a four and 
difficult Thing ; and not only to renounce the 
Pleafures of Life, but willingly to undergo much 
Pain and Trouble, if a Man has no Profpe<ft of a 
Reward. And what Reward can there be, for 
oneihathas palTed his whole Life, not only with- 
out Pleafure, but in Pain, if there is nothing to 
be expeded after Death ? Yet they do not place 
Happinefs in all Sorts of Pleafures, but only in 
thofe that in themfelves are good and honeft. 
There is- a Party among them who place Happi- 
nefs in bare Virtue ; others think that ourNatures 
are conduced' by Virtue to Happinefs, as that 
which is the chief good of Man. They define 
Virtue thus, that it is a living according to Nature 5 
and think, that we are made by God for that End f 
They believe that a Man then follows the Dilates 
of Nature, when he purfues or avoids Things 
according to the Diredtion of Reafon : They fayi 
that the iirft Di£^atc of Reafon is, the kindling 
in us a Love and Reverence for the Divine Ma^- 
jcfty, to whom we owe both all that we have, 
and all that we can ever hope for. In the next 
Place, Reafon directs us, to keep our Minds as 
free from PaiEon, and as chearful as we can ; ai)(t 
that we ihould conixder ourfelves as bound by the 
Ties of good Nature and Humanity, to ufe our 
utmoft Endeavours to bdp fotN9»:dL >Jftft'\^^^^vci^^'^ 
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of all other Pcrfons ; for there never was any 
Man fuch a morofe and fcvere Purfucr of Virtue, 
fuch an enemy to Pleafure, that though- he fet 
hard Rules for Men to undergo, much Pain, many 
Watchings, and other Rigours, yet did not at 
the fame Time advife them to do all they could, 
in order to relieve and eafe the miferahle, and 
who did not reprefent Gentleneis and good Na- 
ture as amiable Difpofitions. And from, thence 
they infer, that if a Man ought to advance the 
Welfare and Comfort of the reft of Mankind, 
there being no Virtue more proper and peculiar 
to our Nature, than to :cafe the Miferics of others, 
to free from Trouble and Anxiety, in fumifliing 
them with the Comforts of Life, in which Plea- 
fure confiftsi; Nature much more vigoroufly leads 
them to do all this for himfelf. A Life of Plea- 
fure, is either a real Evil j and in that Cafe we 
ought not to aflift others in their Purfuit of it, 
but on the contrary, to keep them from it all we 
can, as from that which is moft hurtful and dead- 
ly ; or if it is a good Thing, fo that we not only 
may, but ought to help otheiB to it, why, then 
ought not a Man to begin with himfelf? Since no 
Man can be more bound to look after the Good 
of another, than after his own : For Nature can- 
not diredb us to he good and. kind to others^ and 
yet at the fame Time to be unmerciful and cruel 
to ourfelves. Thus as they define Virtue to be 
l/w/jg- according to Nature^ fothey imagine that 
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Nature prompts all People on to feek after Plea-y; 
fure, as the End of all they do. They alfo ob- 
ferve, that in order to our fupporting the Pleafures^. 
of Life, Nature inclines us to enter into Society j 
for there is no Man fo much raifed above the reft 
of Mankind, as to be the only Favourite of Na* 
ture, who on the contrary, fecms to. have placed 
on a level all thofe that belong to. the fame Spe-i 
cies. Upon this they infer, that no Man ought to 
feek his own Conveniencies fo eagerly, as to jfrc- 
judice others ; and therefore they think, that not 
only all Agreements between private Perfons ought 
to be obferved ; but likewife, that all thofe Laws 
ought to be kept, which either a good Prince has 
publifhed in due Form, or to which a People, that 
is neither oppreffed with Tyranny, nor circum- 
vented by Fraud, has confented, for diftributing 
thofe Conveniencies of Life which afford us all 
our Pleafures. 

They think it is an Evidence of true Wifdom, 
for a Man to purfue his own Advantages, as far 
as the Laws allow it They account it Piety y to 
prefer the publick Good to one's private Con- 
cerns ; but they think it imjuft, for a Man to 
feek for Pleafure, by fnatching another Man's 
Pleafures from him. And on the contrary, they, 
think it a Sign of a gentle and good Soul, fpr.a, 
Man to difpenfe with his own Advantage for the 
good of others ; and that by this Means, a good 
Mau finds sis much Pleafuic ou^vi^^^ ^ V^ >^V5^. 
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with, another ; for as he may expeft the like from 
others when he may come to need it, fo if that 
fhouid fail him, yet the Senfe of a good A6l:ion, 
and the Refledions that he makes on the Love 
and Gratitude of thofe whom he has fo obliged, 
gives the Mind more Pleafure, than the Body 
could have found in that from which it had rc- 
ftriined it felf : They are alfo perfuaded that God 
will make up the Lofs of thofe fmall Pleafures, 
with a vaft and endlefs Joy, of which Religion 
eafily convinces a good Soul. 

Thus upon an Enquiry into the whole Matter, 
they reckon that all our Aftions, and even alFour 
Virtues terminate in Pleafure, as in our chief End 
and greateft Happincfs ; and they call every Mo- 
tion or State, either of Body or Mind, in which 
Nature teaches us to delight, a Pleafure. Thus . 
they cautioufly limit Pleafure, only to thofe Ap- 
petites to which Nature leads us ; for they fay that 
Nature leads us only to thofe Delights to which 
Reafon as well as Senfe carries us, and by which 
we neither injure any other Perfon, nor lofe the 
Poffeffion of greater Pleafures, and of fuch as 
draw no Troubles after them ; but they look upon 
thofe Delights which Men by a foolifh, tho' com- 
mon, Miftake, call Pleafure^ as if they could 
change as eafily the Nature of Things, as the ufc 
of Words ; as Things that greatly obftrud their 
real Happincfs, inftead of advancing it, bccaufe 
they fo entirely poffefs the Minds of thofe that are 

once 
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once captivated by them, with a falfe Notion of 
PJeafure, that there is no room left for Pleafur^ 
of a truer or purer Kind. 

There are many Things that in themfelves 
have nothing that is truly delightful : On the 
C')ntrary, they have a good deal of Bitterncfs in 
them : and yet from our perverfe Appetites after 
forbidden Objects, are not oiily ranked among 
the Pleafures, but are made even the greaiteft D.e- 
figns of Life. Among thofe who purfue thefe fo- 
phifticated Pleafures, they reckon fuch as I menti- 
oned before, who think themfelves really the 
better for having fine Clothes ; in which they 
think they are doubly miftaken, both in the Opi- 
nion that they have of their Clothes, and in that: 
they, have of themfelves j for if you confiderthe. 
Ufe of Glodies,* why fhould ^ fine Thread be 
thought better tlian. a coarfe one? And yet thefc 
Men, is if they had fome real Advantages beyond 
fathers, and did not owe thftm wholly to their 
Miflukcs, look big, feem to fancy themfelves to 
be more vxhiable, and imagine that a Refpe6^ is 
due to them for the fake of a rich Garment, ta 
wiiich they would not have pretended, if they had^ 
been more meanly clothed ; and even refent it as 
an Affront, if that Refped is not paid them. 
It is alfo a great Foily to be taken with oatward 
Marks of Refpect, which fignify nothing : For 
what true or real Pleafure can one Man find in 
another's ftanuing bare, or making Legs to him ?. 

Will 



98 Sir THOMAS MORE's 

Will the bending another Man's Knees* give eafe 
to yours ? And will the Head's being bare cure the 
Madnefs of yours ? And yet it is wonderful to 
fee how this falfe Notion of Pleafuje bewitches 
many, who delight themfelvds with the Fancy of 
their Nobility, and are pleafedh with this Conceit, 
that they are defcended from Anceftors, who 
have been held for fome Succeflions rich, and who 
have had great Pofleffibns ; for this is all that 
makes Nobility at prefent : yet they do not think 
themfelves a whit the lefs noble, though their im- 
mediate Parents have left none of this Wealth to 
them ; or though they themfelves have fquandered 
it away. The Utopians hzve no' better Opinion 
of thofe, who are much taken with Gems and* 
precious Stones, and who. account it a Degree of 
Happineis, next to a divine one, if they can 
piirchafe one that is very extraordinary 5 efpeci-' 
ally if it be of- that Sort of Stones, that is then 
in greateft Requeft ; for the fame Sort is not at 
all Times univerfally of the fame Value j nor 
will Men buy it, unlefs it be difinounted and ta- 
ken out of the Gold ; the Jeweller is then made 
40 give good Security, and required folemnly to 
fwear that the Stone is true, that by fuch an exa£l 
Caution, a falfe one might not be bought inftead 
of a true: Though if you were to examine it, 
your Eye could find no difference between the 
counterfeit, and that which is true ; fo that they 
^le aJ] one to you as much as if you were blind. 
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Or can it be thought that they who heap up an 
ufelefs Mafs of Wealth, not for any ufe that it is 
to bring them, but meerly to pleafe thenrrfehres 
with the Contemplation of it, enjoy * any true 
Pleafure in it ? The Delight they find, k only a 
falfc Shadow of Joy : Thofe are no better, whofe 
Error is fomewhat different from the former, and 
who hide it, out of their fear of lofmgit'; for* 
what other Name can fit the hiding it in the 
Earth, or rather the reftoring it to it again, it 
being thus cut off from being ufeful, either to 
its Owner, or to the reft of Mankind ? And yet 
the Owner having hid it carefully, is gladj be- 
caufe he thinks he is now fure of it. If it (hould 
be ftole, the Owner, though he might live per- 
haps ten Years after the Theft, of which he knew 
nothing, would find no Difference between his' 
having, or lofing it; for both ways it was equally 
ufelefs to him. 

Among thofe foolifh Purfuers of Pleafure, they 
reckon all that delight in Hunting, in Fowling, 
or Gaming : Of whofe Madnefs they have- only 
heard, for they have no fuch Things among them : 
But they have afked us ; what Sort of Pleafure 
is it that Men can find in throwing the Dice? 
For if there were any Pleafure in it, they think 
the doing it fo often fhould give one a Surfeit of 
it : And what Pleafure can one find in hearing the 
barking and howling of Dogs, which feem rather 
odious than pleafant Sounds 5 Not c2J\ ^«^ ^<5«\.- 
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prehend the Pleafure of feeing Dogs run after a 
Hare, more than of feeing one Dog run after 
anodier ; for if the feeing them run is that which 
gives the Pkafure, you have the fame Entertain* 
ment to die Eye on both thcfe Occafions j fincc 
that is the fame in both Cafes : But if the Plea- 
fure lies in feeing the Hare killed and torn by the 
Dogs, this ought rather to ftirPity, that a weak, 
harmlefs and fearful Hare, fhould be devoured by 
ftrong, fierce, and cruel Dogs. Therefore all 
this Bufincfs of Hunting, is, among the Utopians^ 
turned over to their Butchers ; and thofe, as has 
been already faid, are all Slaves : And they look 
on Hunting, as one, of the bafeft Parts of a 
Butcher's Work : For they account it both more 
profitable, and more decent to kill thofe Beafls 
that are more neceflary and ufeful to Mankind ; 
whereas the killing and tearing of fo fmall and 
miferable an Animal, can only attrafl: the Huntf- 
man with a falfe Shew of Pleafure, from which 
he can reap but fmall Advantage. They look on 
the Defire of the Bloodfhed, even of Beafts^ as 
a Mark of a Mind that is already corrupted with 
Cruelty, or that at leaft by the frequent Returns 
of fo brutal a Pleafure, muft degenerate into it. 

Thus, though the Rabble of Mankind look 
upon thefe, and on innumerable other Things of 
the fame Nature, as Pleafures ; the Utopians on 
the contrary obferving, that there is nothing iA 
them truly pleafant, conclude, that they are not to 
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be reckoned among Pleafures : For though thefe 
Things may create fome Tickling in the Senfes, 
(which feems to be a true Notion of Pleafure) yet 
they imagine that this does not arife from the 
Thing it felf, but from a depraved Cuftom, which 
mayfo vitiate aMan'sTafte, that bitter Things 
may pafs for fweet ; as Women with Child think 
Pitch or Tallow tafte fweeter than Honey ; but as 
a Man's Senfe when corrupted, cither by a Difeafe, 
or fome ill Habit, does not change the Nature of 
other Things, fo neither can it change the Na- 
ture of Pleafure. 

They reckon up (everal Sorts of Pleafures, 
which they call true Ones : Some belong to the 
Body, and others to the Mind, The Pleafures of 
the Mind lie in Knowledge, and in that Delight 
which the Contemplation of Truth carries with 
it ; to which they add the joyful Reflexions on a 
well-fpent Life, and the aflured Hopes of a fu- 
ture Happinefs. They divide the Pltafure^ of the 
Body into two Sorts ; the one is thdr which gives 
our Senfes fome real Delight, and is performed, 
either by recruiting Nature, and fupplying thofe - 
Parts which feed the internal Heat of Life by eat- 
ing and drinkino; : Or when Nature is eafed of 
any Surcharge that opprefTes it ; when we are re- 
lieved from fudden Pain, or that which arifes 
from fatisfying the Appetite which Nature has 
wifely given to lead us to the Propagation of the 
Species. There is another V.m4 oiVX'^^^M'?^^'^'^ 
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rifes neither from our receiving what the body re- 
quires, nor its being relieved when overcharged, 
and yet by a fecret, unfeen Virtue affeffcs the Sen- 
fes, raifes the Paffions, and ftrikes the Mind with 
generous Impreflions ; this is the Pleafure that 
arifes from Mufick. Another kind of bodily Plea- 
fure is that, which refults from an undifturb*d and 
vigorous Conftitution of Body, when Life and 
a£tive Spirits feem to aftuate every Part. This 
lively Health, when entirely free from all mixture 
of Pain, of it felf gives an inward Pleafure, in- 
dependant of all external Objefts of Delight ; and 
tho' this Pleafure docs not fo powerfully affe<9: 
us, nor aft fo ftrongly on the Senfes as fome of 
the others, yet it may be efteemed as the greateft 
. of all Pleafures, and almoft all the Utopians rec- 
kon it the Foundation and Bafis of all the other 
Joys of Life ; fince this alone makes the State of 
Life eafy and defirable ; and when this is want- 
ing, a Man is really capable of no other Plea- 
fure. They look upon Freedom from Pain, if it 
does not rife from perfeft Health, to be a State of 
Stupidity, rather than of Pleafure. This Subject 
has been very narrowly canvaffed among them ; 
and it has been debated whether a firm and en- 
tire Health could be called a Pleafure, or not ? 
Some have thought that there was no Pleafure, 
but what was excited by fome fcuifible Motion in 
the Body. But this Opinion has been long ago 
excluded from among them, fo that now they al- 
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moft univerfally agree, That Health is the great- 
eft of all bodily Pleafures ; and that as there is a 
Pain in Sicknefs, which is as oppofite in its Na- 
ture to Pleafure, as Sicknefs itfelf is to Health; fo 
they hold , that Health is accompanied with Plca- 
fure : And if any fhould fay, that Sickn«fs is not 
really Pain, but that it only carries Pain along 
with it, they look upon that as a Fetch of Sub- 
tilty, that does not much alter the Matter. It is 
all one in their Opinion, whether it be faid, that 
Health is in itfelf a Pleafure, or that it begets a 
Pleafure, as Fire gives Heat j fo it be granted, 
that all thofe whofe Health is entire, have a true 
Pleafure in the Enjoyment of it : And they rea- 
fon thus. What is the Pleafure of eating, but 
that a Man's Health which had been weakened, 
doos, with the Affiftancc of Food, drive away 
Hunger, and fo recruiting itfelf, recovers its for- 
mer Vigour ? And being thus refrefli'd, it finds a 
Pleafure in that Confli<a : And if the Conflift is 
Pleafure, the Viftory muft yet breed a greater 
Pleafure, except wq fancy that it becomes ftupid 
as foon as it has obtained that which it purfued, 
and fo neither knows nor rejoyces in its own Wel- 
fare. If it is faid, that H[ealth cannot be felt, 
they abfoiutely deny it; for what Man is in 
Health, that does not perceive it when he is 
awake? Is there any Man that b fo dull and ftupid, 
as not to acknowledge that he feels a Delight in 
Health? And what is Ddight, butmo\.V«x'^^tR& 
for Pleafure / ^>ax. 
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Rut of all Plcafures, they efl-ccm thofc to be 
moft valuable that lie in the Mind ; the chief of 
which arife out of true Virtue, and the Witnefs 
of a good Confcience. They account Health the 
chief Pleafure that belongs to the Body ; for they 
think that the Pleafure of eating and drinking, 
and all the other Delights of Senfe, are only fo 
far defirable, as they give or maintain Health : 
But they are not pleafant in themfelves, other- 
wife than as they refift thofe Impreflions that our 
natural Infirmities arc ftill making upon us : For 
as a wife Man defires rather to avoid Difeafes, 
than to take Phyfick ; and to be freed from Pain, 
rather than to find eafe by Remedies : So it is more 
defirable, not to need this Sort of Pleafure, than 
to be obliged to indulge it. If any Man imagines 
that there is a real Happinefs in thefe Enjoyments, 
he muft then confefs that he would be the happicft 
of all Men, if he were to lead his Life in perpe- 
tual Hunger, Thirft, and Itching, and by Confe- 
qnence in perpetual Eating, Drinking, and 
Scratching himfelf; which any on? may eafily fee 
would be not only a bafe but a miferable State of a 
Life. Thefe are indeed the loweft of Pleafurcs, 
and the leaft pure : For wc can never relifli them, 
but when they are mixed with the contrary Pains. 
The Pain of Hunger muft give us the Pleafure 
of eating ; and here the Pain out-ballances the 
Pleafure : And as the Pain is more vehement, fo 
it lafts much longer j for as it begins before the 
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Pleafure, fo it does not ceafe, but with the Plea.- 
fure that extinguiflies it, and both expire together! 
They think, therefore, none of tho(e Pleafures 
are to be valued, afny further than as they are ne- 
ceflary ; yet they rejoice in them, and with due 
Gratitude acknowledge the Tendernefs of the 
great Author of Nature, who has planted in us 
Appetites, by which thofe Things that are necef- 
fary for oiir Prefervation, are likewife made plea- 
fhnt to us. For how miferable a Thing woul^ 
Life be, rf thofe daily Difeafes of Hunger and 
Thirft, were to be carried off by fuch bitter 
Drugs, as we muft ufe for thofe Difeafes that re- 
turn feldomer upon us ? And thus thefe pleafant, 
as well as proper Gifts of Nature, maintain the 
Strength and the SprightKnefs of our Bodies. 

They aHb entertain thcmfehes with the other 
Delights let in at their Eyes, their Ears, and 
their Noftrils, as the pleafant Reliflies and Sea- 
fonings of Life, which Nature feems to have 
marked out peculiarly for Man : Since no other 
Sdrt of Animals contemplates the Figure and Beau- 
ty of the Uni^etfe ; nor is deKghted with Smells, 
zhy farther tnan as they diftinguifli Meats by 
them ; nor do they apprehend the Concords or 
Difcords of Sound ; yet in all Pleafures whatfo- 
evcr, they take Care that a leffer Joy does not 
hiirier' a greater, and that Pleafure may never 
breed Pain, which they think always follows 
diihoAeft'Pleafures. -Bat' they' think it M^Aw^^% 

G ^QPt 
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for a Man to wear out the Beauty of his Face, or 
the Force of his Natural Strength ; to corrupt the 
Sprightlinefs of his Body by Sloth and Lazinefs, 
or to wafte it by fading j that it is Madnefs ta 
weaken the Strength of his Conftitution, and re* 
jedl the other Delights of Life ; unlcfs by re- 
nouncing his own Satisfaction, he can either 
fcrve the Publick, or promote tlae Happinefe of 
others, for which be expedls a greater Recom- 
pence from God, So that they look on fuch a 
Courfe of Life, as the Mark of a Mind that is 
both cruel to it fdf, and ungrateful to the Au- 
thor of Nature, as if we would not be beholde;^ 
to him for his Favours, and therefore rejefts alt 
his BlefEngs > as one who fhould affli<a himfelf for 
the empty Shadow of Virtue ; or for no better 
end, than to render hixnfelf capable of hearing 
thofe Misfortunes which poifibly will never hap- 
pen. 

This is their Notion of Virtue and of Plea- 
fure ; they think that no Man's Reafon can carry 
him to a truer Idea of them, unlefs fome Difeo- 
very from Heaven fhould infpire him with fubli- 
mer Notions. I have not now the Leifure to ex- 
amine, whether they think right or wrong in this 
Matter : Nor do I judge It neceflary, for I have 
only undertaken to give you an Account of their 
Conflitution, but not to defend all their Princi- 
ples. I am fure, that whatfoever may be^ (aid of 
their Notions, there is not in the whcJe Worl(t» 
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either a better People or a happier Governinent : 
Their Bodies are vigorous ini livdy ; and Aough 
they are but of a middle Stature^ and have neither 
the fruitfuUeftSoil, nor the pureft Air in theWorld; 
yet they fortify themfelves fo well by their tempe- 
rate Courfe of Life, againft the unhealthinefs of 
their Air, and by their Induftry they fo cultivate 
their Soil, that there is no where to be feen a 
greater Increafe, both of Corn and Cattle, nor 
are there any where healthier Men, and freer 
from Difeafes : For one may there fee reduced to 
PraSice, not only all the Art that the Hufband- 
inan employs in manuring and improving an ill 
Soil, but whole Woods plucked up by the Roots; 
and in other Places new ones planted j where there 
were none before. Their principal Motive for 
this, is the Convenience of Carriage, that their 
Timber may be either near their Towns, or grow* 
ing on the Banks of the Sea, or of fome Rivers, 
fo as to be floated to them ; for it is a harder Work 
to carry Wood at any Diflance over Land, than 
Corn. The People are indiiftrious, apt to learn, 
as well as chearful and pleasant; and none can 
endure more Labour, when it is necefiary ; but 
except in that Cafe they love their Eafe. They 
are unwearied Purfuers of Knowledge ; for when 
we had given them fome Hints of the Learning 
and Difcipline of the Greeks^ concerning whom 
we only inftru£ted them, (for we know that 
there ifiras nothing among the RatMm^ ^stsx?^ 
G 2 "^^ 
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their Hiftorians and their Poets, that they wouTdf 
value much) it was ftrange to fee how eagerly they 
were fet on learning that Language : We began 
to read a little of it tothenl, leather in Compliance 
with their Importunity, than out of any Hopes 
of their reaping from it any great Advantage : 
But after a \-cry fhort Trial, wefounrf they made 
fuch Progrefe, that we {aw our Labour was likte 
to be more fuccefsfd than we could have expeded 
^r\ity learned to write their Chara6^ers, and to 
pronouiKe their Language fo exaSty, had fo 
c]uick an Apprehenfion, they remembered it fo 
faithfully, and became fo ready and corre<S in 
the Ufe of it, that it would have look'd like a 
Miracle, if the greater Part of thofe whom wc 
taught had not been Men, both of extraordinary 
Capacity, and of a fit Age for IrrftruiEiion : They 
were for the greateft Part chofen from among 
their learned Men, by their chief Council, though 
fome ftudied it of their own accord. In three 
Years Time they became Mafters of the whole 
Language, fo that they read the beft of the Grut 
Authors very cxa6^1y. I am indeed apt to thinlr, 
that they learned that Language the more eaiily, 
from its having fome Relation to their own : I be- 
lieve that they were a CcJony of the Greeks ; for 
though their Language comes nearer the Perfian^ 
yet they retain many Names, both for their Towns 
and Magiftrates, that are of Greek Derivation. 
I happened to carry a great many Books with me. 
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infteadofMerchandife, when I failed my fourth 
Voyage ; for I was fo far from thinking of Ibon 
coming back, that I rather thought never to have 
returned at all, and I gave them ill my Books, 
among which were many of Plato's and fome of 
J[riJiotle\ Works. I had alfo Theophr^iftus om. 
Plants which to my great Regr^et, was imperfeft'; 
for having laid it carelefly by, while we were :at 
Sea, a Monkey had feized upon it and in manjr 
Places torn oOt the Leaves* They have no 
Books of Grammar, but La fear O^ ft&r Idid not 
cajrry Theodorus with me ; nor have diey any 
DiiSHonaries but Hefichius and Diofcoridis. Thejr 
efteem Plutarch highly, and were much taken 
^ith Luciano Wit, -and with his pleafant Way 
of Writing. As for Che Poets, they have Ariftn- 
phanis^ Homer y Furipides^ and Sophocles oi Aldui% 
Edition ; and for Hiftorians, Thucididesy Herodo- 
tus and Herodian. One of my Companions, 
Tlrieius jlpinatus^ Jia-ppencd to carry with him 
iome of Hippocrates' s Works, and Galen s Micros 
Uchne^ which they hold in great Eflimation ; for 
^ough there is no Nation in the World, that 
needs Phyfick fp little .as jthey do, yet there is nQ$ 
any that honours it fo much : They reckon th« 
ICnowIedge of it one of the pleafantcfl: and moft 
profitable Paits of Philofophy, by which, as they 
ibarch into the Secrets of Nature, fo they not 
only find this Study highly agreeable^ hut v\\vcifc 
that iycii Engufries are very accepu\>\^ Xo >Jwi K>^ 
G 3 5^iEtf* 
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thor of Natu^ ; and imagine, that as he, like 
Ae Inventors of Curious Engines amongft man- 
kind, has expofed this great Machine of the Uni- 
vcrfe, to the View of the only Creatures capable 
of contemplating it, fo an cxstSt and cimous ob- 
ferver, who admires his Workmanfliip, is mucli 
more acceptable to him than one of the Herd, 
who like a Beaft incapable of Reafon, looks oa 
this glorious Scene with the Eyes of a dull and un- 
concerned SpcSator. 

The minds of the Utopians when fenced with a 
love for Learning, are very ingenious in difcover-' 
ing all fuch Arts as are neceflary to carry it to 
perfection. Two things they owe to us,*" the 
Manufadure of Paper, and the Art of Printing:' 
Yet they are not fo entirely indebted to us fc* 
thefe difcoveries, but that a great part of the In- 
vention was their own. We (hewed ^em fome 
Books printed by Jldusj we explained to them 
the way of making Paper, and the Myftcry of 
Printing; but as we had never pra£tifed diefc 
Arts, we defcrlbed them in a crude and fuperficial' 
manner. They feized the Hints we gave theihy 
and tho* at firft they could not arrive at Perfeftion,- 
yet by making many Eflays, they at laft found out, 
and corredted all their Errors, and conquered 
every Difficulty. Before this they only wrote on 
Parchment, on Reeds, or on the Barks of Trees ; 
abut now they have eftablifhed the Manufaftures 
^Pajpex;^ and fct up Pi\udii£-Ytt&^, fc ^^^.'* 
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they had but a good Number of Greek Authors^ 
ithey would be quickly fupplied with many Copies 
of them : At prefent, tho' they have no more than 
thofe I have mentioned, yet by feveral Imprefli- 
ons, they have multipfied them into many thou- 
fands. If any Man was to go among them, that 
had fomc extraordinary Talent, or that by muck 
jtravdling had obferved the Cuftoms of many 
Nations, (which made us to be fo well received) 
•he would receive a hearty welcome ; for they are 
^ery defirous to know the State of the whole 
World. Very few go among them on the Ac- 
count of Traffick, for what can a Man carry ta 
them but Iron, or Gold, or Silver, which Mer- 
chants defire rather to export, than import to a 
ftrange Country : And as for their Exportation^ 
.they think it better to manage that themfelves, 
than to leave it to Foreigners, for by this Meansji 
AS they underfland the State of the neighbouring 
Countries better, fo they keep up the Art of Na- 
vigation, which cannot be maintained but by 
fnuch pradtice. 



Of their Slaves ^ and of their Marriages. 

THEY do not make Slaves of Prifoners of 
War, except thofe that are taken in Battle ; 
jD«rxrf thcgSons oi their SVasrcs^ xiot ol ^^^«. ^ 
4 ^'^^ 
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Authority, is very honourable ; fo if any MaH 
takes away his own Life, without -die ApprobatioA 
of the Priefts and the Senate, they give him none 
of the Honours of a decent Funecal, hut throw 
3iis Bo-iy into a Ditch. 

Their Women are not married befgre eighteen, 
THor their Men before two and twenty ; and if 
:any of them run into forbidden Embraces before 
Marriage, they are fevcrely j)unifhed, and the 
privilege of Marriage is denied them, unlefi they 
•can obtain a fpecial Warrant from the Prince. 
Such Diforders caft a great Reproach upon the 
Matter and Miftrefs of the Family in which they 
happen ; for it is fuppdfed, that they have failefl 
in their Duty. The Reafon of punifhing this fe 
feverely, is, becaufe they think that if they were 
not ftridly reftrained from all vagrant Appetites, 
very few would engage in a State in which they 
venture the Quiet of their whole Lives, by being 
confined to one Perfon, -and are obliged to endure 
all the Inconvenicncies with which it is accoAir 
panied. In choofing their Wives, they ufe a 
Method that would appear to us very abftird and 
ridiculous, but it is conftantly obferved among 
them, and is accounted perfectly confiftcnt with 
Wifdom. Before Marriage, fome grave Matron 
prefents the Bride naked, whether fhe is a Virgin 
or a Widow, to the Bridegroom 5 and after that^ 
fome giave Man prefents the Bridegroom naked te 
stiie Bride. Wj^ indeed both lau^tdi at ^^v^^ «sa4 
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condemned it as very indecent But they, oa 
the other hand, wondered at the Folly of the 
Men of all other Nations 5 who if they are but 
to buy a Horfc of a fmall Value, aie fo cautious, 
that they will fee every Part of him, and take off 
both his Saddle, and all his other Tackle, that 
there may be no fecret Ulcer hid under any of 
them ; and that yet in the Choice of a Wife, on 
-which depends the Happinefs or Unhappinels of 
the reft of his Life, a Man fliould venture upon 
Traft, and only fee abeut an handfbreadth of the 
Face, all the reft of the Body being covered ; 
-under which there may lie hid what may be con- 
tageous, as well as loathfome. All Men are not 
fo wife, as to Choofe a Woman only for her good 
Qualities ; and even wife Men confider the Body, 
as that which adds ^ot a little to the Mind : And 
it is certain, there may be fome fuch Deformity 
covered with the Clothes, as may totally alienate 
.a Man from his Wife, when it is too late to part 
with her : If fuch a Thing is difcovered after 
.Marriage, a Man has no Remedy but Patience : 
They therefore think it is reafonable, that there 
ihould be gt)od Provifion made againft fuch mif- 
xhievous Frauds. 

There was fo much the more reafon for them 
?to make a Regulation in this Matter, becaufe they 
arc the only People of thofe Parts that neither 
^low of Polygamy, nor .of Divorces, except m 
.the Cafe of Adultery 9 ot itxtufei^JaVt Y^xN^\&«fe» ^ 
G b ^^ 



:ii*6 Sir THOMAS MORE^ 

'Tor in fehefe Cafes the Senate diflblves the MajF- 
triage, and grants the injured Perfon leave to 
marry again ; ^but the Guilty are made infamous, 
land are never allowed the Privilege of a fecond 
-Marriage. None are fuffered to put away their 
Wives -againft their Wills, from any great Cala- 
mity that may have falkn on their Perfons, 
for they look on it as the Height of Cruelty and 
Treachery .to abandon either of the married Per- 
'fon5, when they need moft the tender. Care of 
their Confort,; and that chiefly in the Cafe of old 
Agq, which as it carries many I^ifeafes along widi 
it, fo it is.a Difeafe of itfelf. But it frequently 
JaUs out, that when a married Couple do not 
well agree, they by mutual Cenfent feparate, and 
find out other Perfons with whom they hope thgr 
vmay live more happily : Yet this is not donq, 
•without obtaining Lea>8e of the Senate; which 
never -admits of a Divorce, but upon a ftriflen- 
*quiry made« both by the Senators and their 
Wives, into the Grounds upon which it is de- 
iked,; and even when they are latisfied concern- 
ing -the Reafons of it, they go on butflowly, for 
they imagine that too great .eafineis» in granting 
: leave for new Marriages, would very much fbake 
the.Kindnefs of married People. They punifli fe- 
-verely thofe that defile the Marriage- Bed : If 
:both Parties are married, they are divorced, and 
^ths Injured Perfons may marry one another, or 
r^hom they jpl^fe^ but the Adulterec» and the 
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Adultrefs are condemjied to Slavery. Yet if ei^ 
ther of the injured Perfons cannot fhake off the 
Love of the married Perfon,, they may live with 
them ftill in that State.; but they muft follow 
them to that Labour to which the Slaves are con- 
demned ; and fometimes.the Repentance of the con- 
demned, together with the unfliaken Kindnefs of 
the Innocent and injured Perfoti, has prevailed ib 
far with the Prince^ that he has taken off the Sen- 
tence : But thofe that relapfe, after .they are once 
pardoned, .are puniflied with Death. 

Their Law does not determine the Punifliment 
for other Crimes J but that is left to the Senate, 
I to temper it according to the .Circumftances o£ 
the Fa£!:. Hufbands have power to corre6fc their 
Wives, and Parents to chaftifc their JChildrexi, 
unieis the Fault is fo great, that a publick Punifli- 
.ment is thought neceffary for ftriking Terror into 
others. Tor the moft Part, Slavery is the Pun- 
ifliment even of -the greateft Crimes j for as that 
is no lefs terrible to the Criminals themfelves than 
Death ; fo they think the preferving them in a 
State of Servitude, is more for tlue Intereft of the 
Common- Wealth, than killing them 5 fince as 
their Labour is ^ greater Benefit to the Publicly 
Aan their Death could be.; fo the Sight of their 
Mifery is a more lafting Terror to other Men» 
^han that which would be given by their Death. 
If their Slaves rebels and will not bear their Yokq^ 
and .lubmit^ the Xaboui ,ihaX\a ^qax^^^^^sbii^ 
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ihcy are treated as wild Beafts that cannot be kept 
in order, neither by a Prifon; nor by their Chains ; 
and are at laft put to Death. But thofe who bear 
their Punifliment patiently, and are (6 much 
brought on by that preflure, that lies fo hard on 
them, that it appears they are really more troubled 
for the Crimes they have committed, than for 
the Miferies they fufFer, are rtot out of Hope, 
but that at laft either the Prince will, by his Pre- 
fogative, or the People, by their InterccfSon, re- 
ftore them again to their Liberty, or at 4eaft very 
jnuch mitigate their Slavery. He that tempts a 
.married Woman to Adultery, is no lefs fevercly 
^puniflied, than h£ that commits it 4 for they be- 
lieve that a deliberate Defign to commit a Crime, 
is equal to the • Faft itfelf ^ fince it's not taking 
£ffe£i; does not make the Pjerfon that mifcarried 
in his Attempt at all the lefs guilty. 
• They take great Pleafure in Fools, and as it is 
thought a bafe and unbecoming thing to ufe them 
ill, fo they do hot think it amifs for People to di- 
vert themfclves with their Folly: And, in their 
Opinion, this is a great Advantage to the Foob 
vthemfelves : For if Men were fo fuUen and fevere, 
4is not at all to pleafe themfelves with their ridicu- 
lous Behaviour, and foolifh Sayings, which is all 
:that they can do to recommend themfelves to 
•others, it could not be expeded that they would 
a)e fo well provided for, nor fo tenderly ufed as 
lA^nmA otherwife be. If any Majci &o\M rs- 
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proach another for his being mifhaped or imper^ 
^eft in any Part of his Body, it would not at ail 
be thought a Refleftion on the Perfon fo treated, 
•but it would be accounted fcandalous in him that 
had upbraided another with what he could not 
;help. It is thought a fign of a fluggifh and fordid 
Mind, not to preferve carefully one's natural 
3Beauty ; but it is likewife infamous among them 
to ufe Paint. They all fee riiat no Beauty recom- 
mends a Wife fo much to her Hufband, as the 
Probity of her Life, and her Obedience : For as 
rfome few are catched and held only by Beauty, 
ib all are attradled by the other Excelkncies which 
<harm all the World. 

As they fright Men from committing Crimet 
1>y Punifliments, fo they invite them to the Love 
•of Virtue, by publick Honours: Therefore they 
•ered: Statues to the Memories of fuch worthy 
Men as have deferved well of their Country, and 
ifet thefe in their Market-places, both to perpe^ 
tuate the Remembrance of their AiSions, and t6 
'be an Incitement to their Poftcrity to follow thek 
£xample. 

If any Man afpires to any Office, he is furt 
^ever to compafsit : They all live eafily together^ 
ffoT none of the Magiftrates are either infolent or 
-cruel to the people : They affeft rather to he called 
JFafhersj and by being really fo, they well deferv* 
ithe- Nariie^ and the People pay ihem all die 
JMiito df -honour file mwelrtdj^^cj&St^^^ 
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are exafted from them. The Prince hhnfelf has no 
Diftindlion, either of Garment^ or of a Crown; 
but is only diftinguilhed by a Sheaf of Corn carried 
before him ; as the High Prieft is alfo known by 
his being preceded by a Perfon carrying a Wax 
Light 

They have but few Laws, and JTuch is their 
Conftitution, that they need not many. They 
very much condemn other Nations, whofe Law^ 
together with the Commentaries on them, fwell 
up to fo many Volumes ; for they think it an un- 
reafonable Thing to oblige Men>to obey a Body of 
Laws, that arc both of fuch a Bulk, and fo dark 
as not to be read and underftood by .every one of 
the.Suy edls. 

They have no Lawyers among them, for they 
confider them as a Sort of People, whofe Profef- 
llon it is to difguife Matters, and to wreft the 
Laws ; and therefore they think it is much better 
that every Man fhouIJ pJead his ownCaufe, and 
truft it to.the judgq, as in other Places the Client 
trufts it to a Counfellor. By this means they^both 
*cut off many Delays, and find out Truth more 
certainly.: For after the Parties have laid open 
the Merits of .the Caufe, without thofe Artificei 
*vhich Lawyers arc aptto fuggeft, the Judge ex- 
amines the whole Matter, and iupports the Sim- 
plicity of fuch 'well-mcaning Perfons, whom o- 
iherwife crafty Men would be fore to run down : 
.^And Jthm they avoid <thofe £vil% which appear 
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yexy remarkably among aJl thofe Nations that 
labour under a vaft Load of Laws. Every one 
of them is fkilled in their Law, for as it is a very- 
fiiort Study, fo the plainefl: Meaning of which 
Words are capable, is always the Scnfe of their 
Laws. And diey argue thus ; all Laws are pro- 
mulgated for this End, that every Man may 
know his Duty ; and therefore the plaineft and 
moft obvious Senfe of the Words, is that which 
ought to be put upon them; (incea moib -refined. 
Expofition cannot foe ^afily comprehended, and 
would only ferve to make the Laws become ufe- 
le(s to the greater Part of Mankind, and efpecially 
to thofe who need moft the Dire£yaa of them: 
ibr it is all one, not to make a Law at all, or to 
couch it in fiicb Terms, that without a quick 
Apprehenfion, and much ftudy, a Man cannot 
£nd out the true Meaning of it ; fince the Gene- 
rality of Mankind ace both fo dull, and fo mudi 
employed in their feveral Trades, that they have 
neither the Leifuce nor. .the Capacity requifite for 
iuch an Enquiry. 

Some of their Neighbours, who are Mafters of 
their own Liberties, having long. ago, by the Af- 
liftance of the Utopians^ fhaken off the Yoke of 
Tyranny j and being much taken with thofe Vir- 
tues which theyobfervc among them, have come 
to defire that they would fend Magiftrates to go- 
vern them 5 fome changing them every Year, and 
others every five Years. At the tvyi ^^ ^^>3^ 
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Government, they bring them back to Utopia^ 
with great ExprefEons of Honour and Efteemi 
and carry away others to govern in their Stead. 
In this they feem to have fallen upon a very good 
Expedient for their own Happineis and Safety : 
For fince the good or ill Condition of a Nation 
<iepends fo much upon their Magiflrates, they 
could not have made a better Choice, than by 
pitching on Men whom no Advantages can byafs ; 
for Wealth is of no ufe to them, fince they muft 
fo foon go back to their own Country ; and they 
being Strangers among them, are not engaged in 
any of their Heats or Animofities : And it is cer- 
tain, that when publick Judicatories are fwayed, 
jcither by Avarice or partial AfiFeflions, there mufl: 
follow a Diflbiution of Jufticc, the chief Sinew of 
JSociety. 

The Utopians call tliofe Nations tliat come and 
aflc Magiftrates from them. Neighbours; but 
thofe to whom they have been of more particular 
Service, Friends. And as all other Nations are 
perpetually either making Leagues or breaking 
ffiem, they never enter into an Alliance with any 
State. They think Leagues are ufelefi TTiings^ 
and belreve, that if the common Ties of Huma- 
nity do not knit Men together, the Faith of Pro- 
fnifes will have no great Effeft : And they are the 
more comfirmed in this, by what they fee among 
ihe Nations round about them, who are no ftrift 
Obfervers of Leagues ai\4TT^«.tiea, We know 
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how religioufly they are obferved in Europe; more 
particularly where the Chrifiian Doiftrme is re- 
ceived, among whom they are facred and invio- 
lable. Which is partly owing to the Juftice an^ 
Goodnefs of the Princes thcmfelves, and partly 
to the Reverence they pay to the Popes : Who 
as they are moft religious Obfervers of their own 
Promifes, fo they exhort all other Princes to per* 
form theirs ; and when fainter Methods do not 
prevail, they compel them to it by the Severity 
of the Paftoral Ccnfure ; and think that it would 
ie the moft indecent Thing poffible, if Men who 
are particularly diftingaifhed by the Title of the 
Faithful^ fliould not religioufly keep the Faith of 
•cheir Treaties. But in that new-found Worfd, 
•which is not more diftant Hdtti us in Situation,* 
AaA die People are in their Miuincrs and Courfcr 
of Life, there is no trufting tbr Leagues, evert! 
tho' they were made with all the Pomp of the moft 
facred Ceremonies : On the contrary, they arc 
on this Account the fooner broken, fome flight 
Pretence being found in the Wards of the Trea- 
ties, which are purpofely couched in fuch ambi-' 
guous Terms, that they can never be fo ftriflljr 
hound, but they will always find fome Loop-hole 
to efcape at; and thus they break both their 
Leagues and their Faith. And this is done with 
fuch Impudence, that thofe very Men who value 
themfelves on having fuggefted thefe Ex^jcdients 
^ their Princes, would with ^\«c^^ts[ ^^qjtcv^ ^^ 
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claim againft fuch Craft, or to fpeak plainer, fucli 
EraiiJ and Deceit, if they found private Men 
makcoife of it in their Bargains ; and would rea- 
dily fay, that they deferved to be hanged. 

By this means it is, that all fort of Juftice, paf- 
fcs in the World, for a low-fpirited and vulgar 
Virtue, far bclov;^ the Dignity of Royal Grcat- 
nefs* Or at leaft, there are fet up two Sorts of 
Juftice : The one is mean, and creeps on the 
Ground, and therefore becomes none but the 
lower Part of Mankind^ and fo muft be kept in 
icverely by many Reftraints, that it may not 
break out beyond the Bounds that are fet to It. 
The other is the peculiar Virtue of Princes, 
which as it is more Majeft«ck than th^t which 
becomes -flie Rabble, fo takes a freer Compafi $ 
and thus lawful and unlawful, are only meafured 
by PJeafure and Intexeft. ThefePradices of the 
Princes that lie about Utopia, who make fo little 
Account of their Faith, feem to he the Reafons 
that determine them to engage in no Confedera* 
cies : Perhaps they would chaiige their Mind if 
they lived among us : But yet tho' Treaties were 
more religioufly obferved, they would itill diflike 
the Cuftom of making them i finjce the Woild 
has taken up a falfe Maxim upon it, as if there 
vrere no Tie of Nature uniting one Nation to 
another, only feparated perhaps by a Mountain, 
or a River, and that all were born in a State of 
JloAlUtyy and to mi^ht layrfufty Ao 2S!i vV«x M\C. 
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ehief to their Neighbours, againft which therer 
is no Provifion made by Treaties. : and thslt when' 
Treaties are made, they do not cut ofF the En^ 
Unity, or rcftrain the Licenfe of preying uporf 
each other, rf by the Unflcilfulnefs of wording 
them, there are not efFecSual Provifos made a- 
gainft them. They, on the other hand, judge, 
that no Man is to be efteemed our Enemy that has* 
never injured us ; and that the Partnerfliip of the* 
human Nature, is inftead of a League. AnJ 
that Kindnefs iand good Nature unite Men more" 
efFecSually, and with greater Strength than any 
Agreements whatfoever ; fince thereby the En- 
gagements of Men's Hearts become ftronger, 
than the Bond and Obligation of Words. 



Of their Military Difcipline. 

THEY deteft War as a very brutal Thing ; 
and which, to the Reproach of human Na^- 
ture, is more praiSifed by Men, than by any Sort 
of Beafts : They, in Oppofition to the Sentimenti^ 
of almoft all other Nations, think that there is 
nothing more inglorious than that Glory that is 
gained by War : And therefore tho' they accuftom 
themfelves daily to Military Exercifes, and the, 
Difcipline of War, in which not only their Meri," 
but their Women likewife, are trained up, that 
in Cafes <rf Ncccfiity, they may not be c^\Xfc\iW 



126 S:iv THOMAS MORE^s 

\e{& : Yet they do not rafhly engage in War, un* 
lefs it be either to defend themfelves, or their 
Friends, from any unjuft Aggreffors j or out of 
good Nature, or in Compaffion aflift an opprefled 
Nation, in fhaking off the Yoke of Tyranny^ 
They indeed help their Friends, not only in De- 
fenfive, but alfo in Offenfive Wars: But they 
never do that, unlefs they bad been confulted be- 
fore the Breach was made, and being fatisfied 
with the Grounds on which they went, they had 
found that all Demands of Reparation were re- 
jefted, fo that a War was unavoidable^ This 
they think to be not only juft, when one Neigh- 
bour makes an inrode on another, by publick 
Order, and carry away the Spoils ; but when the 
Merchants of one Country are opprefled in ano- 
dier, either under Pretence of fome unjuft Laws, . 
or by the perverfe wrefting of good ones : This 
they count a jufter Caufe of War than the other, 
becaufe thofe Injuries are done under fome Colour 
of Laws. This was the only Ground of that 
War, in which they engaged with thcNephelogetes 
againft the AUopoUtanes^ a little before our Time : 
For the Merchants of the former, haviiig, as they 
thought, met with great Injuftice among the latter,, 
which, whether it was in itfelf right or wrong, 
drew on a terrible War, in which many of their 
Neighbours were engaged ; and their Keennds in 
carrying it on, being fupportcd by their Strength- 
in msuhtaining its it ;not only ibopk fome. very 
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flourifhing States, and very much affli£ted o- 
thers ; but after a Series of much Mifchief^ 
ended in the entire Conqueft and Slavery .of 
the Aleopolttanes^ who though before the War, 
they were in all refpefts much fuperior to the 
Nephelogetes^ were yet fubdued -y but though 
the Utopians had affifted them in the War, 1 yet 
they pretended to no Share of the Spoil. 

But though they fo vigoroufly aiEft their Friends^ 
in obtaining Reparation for the Injuries they have 
received in affairs of this Nature ; yet if any fuch 
frauds was committed againft themfelves, provided 
no Violence wajs done to their Perfons, they 
would only on their being refuied Satisfadion^ 
forbey trading with fuch 2 People. This is not 
becaufe they confider^their Neighbours more than 
their own Citizens ; but fmce their Neighbours 
trade every one upon hfs own Stock, Fraud is 
a more fenfible Injury to them, than it is to the 
Utopians^ among . whom the Publick in fuch a 
Cafe only fiifFers : Aj5 th^y expeft nothing in re- 
turn for the Merchandizes they export, hut diat 
in wihich they fo much abound, and is of little 
ufe to them, the Lofs does not much afFetS: them ^ 
they think therefore it would be too fevere to re- 
venge a Lofe attended with fo little Inconvenience 
cidier to their Lives, or their Subfiftance, with, 
the. Death of many Perfons : but if any of their: 
People is either killed or wounded wrongfully, 
whqtljer it b« xi$me 1>y {>^bli9k AuthoiitY^ ^^5^^. 
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by private Men, as foon as they hear of it, they 
fend Ambafladors, and demand, that the Guilty 
Perfons may be delivered up to thenx ; and if that 
is denied, they declare War; but if it be com- 
plied with, the Offenders are condemned either to 
Death or Slavery. 

They would be both troubled and afhamed of 
a bloody Vi£fory over their Enemies ; and" think it 
would be as foolifti a Purcbafe, as to buy the moft 
valuable Goods at too high a Rate. And in no 
Vidory do they glory fo much, as in that which 
IS gained by Dexterity and good Conduft, 
without Bloodflied. In fuch Cafes they appoint 
publick Triumphs, and ereft Trophies to the 
Honour of thoie who have fucceeded ; for then 
do they reckon that a Man afts fuitably to his Na- 
ture, when he conquers his Enemy in fuch a 
Way, as that no other Crearture but a Man could 
be capable of, and that is, by the Strength of his 
Underftanding. Bears, Lions, Boars, Wolves, 
and Dogs, and all other Animals irAploy their 
bodily Force one againft another, in which as 
many of thenfi are fuperior to Men, bodi in 
Strength and Fiercenefs, fo they are all fubducd 
by his Reafon and Underftanding. 

The only Dcfign of the Utopians m War, is to 
obtain that by Force, which if it had been grant- 
ed them in Time, would have prevented ' the: 
War ; or if that cannot be done, to take fo 
feverc a Revenge oh thofe that have injured 'thcur^ 
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t1?at mej^^fl^fro^^ified from doin^the like for 
the Time to com7 .Ifty thcfe Ends they meafujc, 
alf theiPto^gtis, and jmanage them (b, that it is 
vifible that the Appetite of Fame ol* Vain-glory, 
does riot work fo much on them, as a juft Car^ of 
their own Security. 

As foon as they declare War, they fake Care 
to have a great many Schedules, that are fealed 
with their common Seal, affixed in the moft con- 
fpicuous Places of their Enemies Country. . This 
is carried fecretly, and done in many Places all 
at once. In thefe they promife great Rewards to 
fuch as (hall kill the Prince, and lefler in Propor- 
tion to fuch as {hall kill any otlier Perfons, who • 
are thofe on whom, next to the Prince himfelf, 
they caft the chief Balance of the War. And 
they double the Sum to him, that inflcad of kill- 
ing the Perfon fo marked out, fliall take him alive, 
and put him in their Hands. They offer not only 
Indemnity, but Rewards, to fuch of the Perfons 
themfelves that are fo marked, if they will a<St 
againft their Countrymen : By this Means thof# 
that are named in their Schedules, become not 
only diftruftful of their Fellow-Citizens, but are 
jealous of one another: And are much diftra6ied 
by Fear and Danger ; for it has often fallen our, 
that many of them, and even the Prince himfclf, 
have been betrayed by thofe in whom they have 
truftcd moft : For the Rewards that the Utcij,u?7s 
offex^ are fp unmeafurably great, t\v;\.\. >X\^xe. \^ 
H ^^ 
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no Sort of Crime to wtiicfa MMi|HliC%t-#iawA 
by them. They confider dieftirqcie chat thofe 
run, who undertake fuch Services, and ofo « Re* 
com[>ence proportioned to the Danger ; not onl/ 
a vail deal of Gold, but great Revenues in Lands» 
that lie among other Nations that are theirFriends^ 
where thejr may go and enjoy them very fecurely; 
and they obferve the Promifes they make of this 
Kind moft religioufly. They very much approve 
of this Way of corrupting their Enemies* though 
it appears to others to be bafe and cruel ; but 
they look on it as a wife Courfe, to make an End 
of what would be otherwife a long War* without 
fo much as hazarding one Battle to decide it.. 
They think it likewife an Ad of Mercy and Love 
to Mankind, .to prevent the great Slaughter of 
thofe that muft otherwife be killed in the Progrefi 
of the War, both on their ownSide, and on that 
of their Enemies, by the Death of a few that are 
moft guilty ; and that in fo doing, they are kind 
even to their Enemies, and pity them no lefs than 
their own People, as knowing that the greater 
Part of them do not engage in the War of their 
own accord, but are driven into it by the Paflions 
of their Prince. 

If this Method does not fucceed with them, 
then they fow feeds of Contention among their 
Enemies, and animate the Prince's Brother, or 
fome of the Nobility, to afpire to the Crown. 
If they cannot difunice them by domeftick Broils, 
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then thejr engage their Neighbours^ againft them^ 
and make them fet on Foot fome old Pretenfions, 
which arc never wanting to Princes, when they 
have Occafion for them. Thefe they plentifully 
fupply with Money, though but very fparingly 
with any Auxiliary Troops ; For they are (o 
tender of their own People, that they would not 
willingly exchange one of them, even with the 
Prince of their Enemies Country. 

But as they keep their Gold and Silver only, 
for fuch an Occafion, fo when that offers itfelf, 
they eafily part with it, fince it' would be no In- 
convenience to them, though they (hould referve 
nothing of it to themfelves. For befides the 
Wealth that they have among them at Home, 
they have a vaft Treafure abroad ; many Nation^ 
round about them, being deep in their Debt : 
So that they hire Soldiers from all Places for carry- 
ing on their Wars j but chiefly from the Zapohts^^ . 
who live five hundred Miles Eaft of Utopia* 
They are a rude, wild, and fierce Nation, whoi 
delight in the Woods and Rocks, among which 
they were born and bred up. They are hardened 
both againft Heat, Cold, and Labour, and know 
nothing of the Delicacies of Life. They do not 
apply themfelves to Agriculture, nor do they care 
either for their Houfes or their Clothes. Cattle 
is all that they look after ; and for the greateft 
part, they live either by Hunting, or upon Ra- 
pine j and are made, as it were, only for W^t.. 
H % TV^l 
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They watch all Q^portunitics'of engaging in it, 
and very readily embrace fuch as are bflbred them. 
Great Numbers of them will frequently go otrt, 
and offer themfelves for a very low Pay, to ferve 
any that will employ them : They know none of 
the Arts of Life, but thofe that lead to the taking 
it away ; they ferve thofe that hire them, both 
with much Courage and great Fidelity ; but will 
not engage to ferve for any determih'd Time, 
and agree upon fuch Terms, that the next Day 
they may go over to the Enemies of thofe whom 
they ferve, if they offer them a greater Encourage* 
ment : And will perhaps return to them tfic 
Day after that, upon a higher Advance of their 
Pay. There are few Wars in which they make 
not a confiderable Part of the Armies of both 
Sides : So it often falls out, that they who arc 
related, and were hired in the fame Country, and 
(o have lived long and familiarly together ; for- 
getting both their Relations and former Friend- 
fiiip, kill one another upon no other Confidera- 
tion, than that of being hired to it for a little 
Money, by Princes of different Interefts : And 
fuch a Regard have they for Money, that they 
are eafily wrought on by the Difference of one 
Penny a Day, to change Sides. So entirely does 
their Avarice influence them; and yet this 
Money which they value fo highly, is of little 
Ufe to them ; for what they purchafc thus with 
their Blood, they quickly waftc on Luxury, 
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which among them is but of a poor and mifer- 
able Form. 

This Nation ferves the Vtopians againft aH 
People whatfoever, for they pay higher than any 
other. The Utopians hold this for a Maxim, 
that as they feek out the beft Sort of Men for their 
own ufe at Home, fo they m^ke ufe of this worft 
Sort of Men for the Confumption of War, an4 
therefore they hire them with the Offers of vaft 
Rewards, to cxpofe themfelves to all Sorts of 
Hazards, out of which the greater Part never 
returns to claim their Promifcs. Yet they make 
them good moft religioufly to fuch as efcape. 
This animates them to adventure again, when- 
ever there is Occafion for it ;. for the Utopians are 
not at all troubled how many of tbefe happen to^ 
t)e killed ; and xeckon it a Service done to Maa^ 
kind, if they cpu]d be^ a ineans ta deliver the 
World from fuch a lew^ and vicious Sort of 
People, that feem to have run together, as ta 
the Di:ain of human Nature. Next to thefe they 
are.fervedin their, Wars^ with thole upon whoft 
Account they un4ertake tbem> .and with the 
Auxiliary Troops of their ,othcr Friends, to 
whom they join a (ewx^ ^^ir own jpeople, ^f^ 
fend fome Man .of eminent ttid. approved Virtue 
to command ^. chief. .. There -are twp /ent, witj|[» 
|iin), y/ho during bia.Qon^^d, arf;,}}ut4^iKgK- 
Men, but tly; fir^.is to f^gfif ^^ bim ifij^e^ibpuld 
bappen to be either.kille^ pti^ta]^*) >;{^^tw$;;{i£% 
H i\ ^ 
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t>{ the like Misfortune to him, the third cornet 
in his Place ; and thus they provide againft ill 
tvents, that fuch Accidents -as may befal tJieir 
Generals, may not endanger their Armiet. 
When they draw out Troops of their own People, 
they take fuch out of every City as freely ofFcr 
themfclves, for none are forced to go againft 
their Wills, fince they think that if any Man b 
pre/led that wants Courage, he will not only aft 
faintly, but by his Cowardice difhearten others. 
But if an Invafion is made on theJr Country, th^ 
make ufe of fuch Men, if they have good Bodies, 
though they are not brave ; and either put them 
uboard their Ships, or place them on the Walls 
of their Towns, that being fo polled, they may 
find no Opportunity of flying away ; and thus 
either Shame, the Heat of Aftion, or tlic tm- 
poffibilityof flying, bears doWn their Cowardice $ 
fhey often make a Vhrtuc of NeceflSty, and be- 
have themfelves well, becaufc nothing elfc is left 
them. But as they force no Man to go into any 
foreign War againft his Will, fo they do not hin- 
der thole Women who arc willing to gd along 
tvith their Huft>ands t On the contrary, they en- 
courage and praife them; and they ftand often 
•next their Hufl>ands in the Front of the Army. 
They alfo place together thofe who are related^ 
fbrents, and Children^ Kindred, and thofe diat 
^re m\u:uaUy allied^, near one another ; thtt^hofe 
y^m Nature hia^mrpired vmhi4« ^ieateft Zeal 
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for affifting one another, may be the rieareft and 
readied to do it ; and it is Matter of great Re- 
yiroach, if Hufband or Wife furvive one another^ 
or if a Child furvives his Parent, and therefcrfc 
•^hen they come, to be engaged In Aflion, they 
continue to fight to the laft Man, if their Ene-* 
mies ftand before them : And as they ufe all pru- 
dent Methods to avoid the endangering th»ir ownr 
Meii, and if it is poflible, let all the Adioh and 
IJanger fall upon the Troops that they hire ; fo 
if it becomes neceflary for themfelves to engage^ 
they then chai^ge with as much Courage, as they 
avoided It before with Prudence : Nor is it a 
'fierce Charge at firft, but it encre^es by Degrees ; 
sind as they continue in A£lion, they grow more 
obftin^te, and prefs harder upon the Enemy, in- 
Tomuch that they will miich fooner die than give 
<jround J for the Certainty that fterr Children 
will be well' 'looked after, when they are dead, 
frees them from all that Anxiety concerning them, 
which often mafters Men of great Courage 5 and 
thus they are animated by a noble arid invincible 
Refokitron. Th^ir Skill in Military Affairs en- 
creafes their Couriage ; and the wife Sentiments 
whidi according to the Laws of their Country, 
arc inflilled into them in their Etlucation, give 
additipnal Vigour to their Minds : For as they 
do not undcr-value Life fo as prodigally to throw 
it away, they are not fo indecently fond of it^ 
jM to £rcfcrve ity by bafc and uviii^tcst^vw^ 
H 4 ^t^isNa^'s*, 
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Methods. In the greateftHeat of A^on th^ 
bravcft of their Youth, who have devoted themr 
felves to that Service, fingle out the General 1^ 
their Enemies, fet on him either openly or by 
Ambufcade ; purfue him every where, and when 
fpcut and wearied out, are relieved by others, 
who never give over the Purfuit, either attacking 
him with clofe Weapons when they can get near 
him, or with thofc which wound at a Diftance, 
when others get in between them : So that unr 
lei's he fecures himfelf by Flight, they (eldom fail 
at laft to kill or to take him Prifoner. Wbon 
they have obtained a Viflory, they kill as few 
as poffible, and are much more bent on taking 
many Prifoners, than on kiJIing thofe that fly ber 
fore them : Nor do they eyer let. their Men (o 
loofe in the Purfuit of th^ir Enemies, as not. to 
retain an entire Body ftill in Order 5 fo that 'if 
they have been forced to engage the laft of their 
Battalions, before they could gain the Day, they 
will rather let their Enemies all efcape than pur- 
fue them, when their own Army is in Difbrder f 
remembering well what has often fallen out to 
tiiemfelves ; that when the main Body of their 
Army has been quite defeated and broken, whcA 
their Enemies imagining the Vidtory obtained, 
have let themfelves loofe into an irregular Purfuit, 
a few of them that lay for a Referve, waiting a 
fit Opportunity, have fallen on them in their 
Chace, and when draggling in Difof der,, . and 
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apprehenfive of no Danger, but counting the 
Day their own j have turned tjie whole A^Uon,- 
and wrefting out of their Hands a- Victor y that 
feemed certain and undoubted, while, tlie y.^- 
quiflied have fuddenly become viftoriousi 

It is hard to tell whether they are more dexr 
trous in laying or avoiding Ambuflies: Th^)| 
fometimes feem to fly when it is far from their 
Thoughts; and when they intend to give 
Ground, they do it fo^ that it is very hard to find 
. out their Dfefign. If they fee they are ill poftedj. 
or are like to be overpowered by. Numbers, they 
then either march ofF in the Night with great. 
Silence, or by fome Stratagem delude their Ene-r 
mies : If they retire in the Day-Time, they do 
it in fuch Order, that it is no le& dangerous to 
fall upon them in a Retreat, than in a March*^ 
They fortify their Camps with a deep and large 
- Trench ; and throw up the Earth that is dug out. 
of it for a Wall ; nor do they employ only their* 
Slaves in this, but the whole Army works at it, 
except thofe that are then upon the Guard ^ for 
that when fo many Hands are at Work,, agreat. 
Line and a flrong Fortification is finifhed in fo 
fhort a Time, that it is fcarce credible;. Their 
Armour is very ftrong for Defence, and yet is not 
fo heavy as to make them uneafy in their 
Marches ; they can even fwim with it.. All that 
are trained up to War, prailife fwimming : Both* 
Horfe and Foot make great ufe of Arrows^ and. 
H 5. -Mw^ 
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arc very expert : They have no Swords, 
but fight with a I^oII-ax that is both fharp and 
heavy, by v^rhich they thruft or flrike down an 
Enemy ; they are very good at finding out war- 
like Machines, and difguife them fo well, that 
the Enemy does not perceive them, till he fieels 
the Ufe of them ; fo that he cannot prepare fudt 
a Defence as would render them ufele& j the 
chief Confideration had in the making them, is, 
that they may be eafily carried and managed. 

If they agree to a Truce, they obferve it fo 
rcligioufly, that no Provocations will make them 
break it. They never lay their Enemies Coun- 
try wafte, nor burn their Corn, and even in 
their Marches they take all pofBble Care, that 
neither Horfe nor Foot may tread it down, for 
they do not know but that they may have Ufe 
for it themfelves. They hurt no Man whom 
they find difarmed, urilefs he is a Spy. When a 
Town is furrendered to them, they take it into 
their Proteftion : And when they carry a Place 
by Storm, they never plunder it, but put thofe 
ohly to the Sword that oppofed the rendering of 
it lip, and make the reft of the Garrifon Slaves, 
but for the other Inhabitants, they do them ho 
hurt ; and if any of them had advifed a Surren- 
der, they givt them good Rewards out of the- 
Eftates of thofe that they condemn, and diftribute 
the reft am'ong their Auxiliary Troops, but they 
themfelves take no Share of the SpoiU 
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When a War is ended, they do not oblige their' 
Friends to reimburfe their Expences j but they 
obtiin them of the conquered, either in Moneys 
which they keep for the next Occafion, or in 
Lands, out of which a conftant Revenue is to be * 
paid them ; by many Increafes, the Revenue 
which they draw out from feveral* Countries orf 
fach Occafions, is now rifen to above 700,000 
Ducats a Year. They fend fome of their own 
People to receive thefe Revenues, who have Or- 
ders to live magnificently, and like Prince^, by 
which Means they confume much of it upon the 
Place ; and either bring over the reft to Utopia^ 
or lend it to that Nation in which it lies. This 
Aey moft, commonly do, unlefs fonle great Oc- 
cafion, which falls out but very feldom, fhould 
oblige them to call for it all. It is out of tliefe 
Lands that they aflign Rewards to fuch as they 
encourage to adventure on defperate Attempts. 
If any Prince that engages in War with them, 
is making Preparations for invading their Country,', 
they prevent him, and make his Country the Scafr 
of the War 5 for they do not willingly fufFer any 
War to break in upon their Ifland j and -if that- 
-fliould happen^ theywould only defend themfelvos 
1}y their own People ; but would not call for 
Auxili^y Troops to their AiSftancc. 

H6 i^ 
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• Of the Religions of the Utopians. 

TH E R E are feveral Sorts of Religions, not 
oniy in different Parts of the Ifland, but 
^veii in every Town ; fome worihi{>ping the 
Sim, others the Moon, or one of die Planets : 
Some worfliip fuch Men as have been eminent lit 
former Times for Virtue, or Glory, not^only as^ 
ordinary Deities, but as the fupream God : Yet 
the greater and wifer Sort of them woribip none 
of thefe, but adore one eternal, invifible, infinite,, 
and incomprshenfible Deity ; as a Being that i$> 
far above all our Apprehenfions, that is fpread 
<jver the vvhole Univerfe, not by his Bulk, but 
by his Power and Virtue ; him they calltfae Fa-- 
iher of ali^ and acknowledge that the Beginnings, 
the Encreafe, the Progrefc, the Viciffitudes, and. 
the End- of all Things come only from him \ nor 
do they offer divine Honours to any but to him 
aJone. And indeed^ though they differ concern- 
ing other Things, yet all agree in this ;. that they 
think there is on<»^ fupream Being that made and 
governs the Worfd, whom they call in the Lan-< 
guage of their Country, Mithras, They differ 
in this, that one thinks the God. whom ha wor.- 
. Clips is this fupream Beir.g, and another thinks 
that his Idol is that God -y but they all agree in 
ont. Principle, that whoever is thU fupream Be- 
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ing, he is alfo that great Eflence, to whofe Glory 
and Majefty all Honours are afcribed by the Con* 
fent of all Nations. 

By Degrees, they fall off from the various Su- 
perftitions that are among them, and grow up to' 
that one Religion that is the Beft and moft in Re- 
queftj and there is no Doubt to be made, tut 
that all the others had vaniflied long ago, if fome 
of thpfe who advifed them to lay afide their Super*' 
ftitions, had not met with fome unhappy Acci- 
dents, which being confidered as inflided by. 
Heaven, made them afraid that the God whofe 
Worfliip had like to have been abandoned, had. 
interpofed, and revenged themfelves on thofe who 
defpifed their Authority. 

After they had heard from us, an Account of 
the Dodrine, the Courfe of Life, and the Mi- 
racles of Chrift, and of the wonderful Conftancy. 
of fo many Martyrs, whofe Blood, fo willingly 
offered up by them, was the chief Occafion oF 
fpreading their Religion over a vaft Number of 
Nations j it is not to be imagined how inclined. 
they were to receive it. I fliall not determine 
whether this proceeded from any fecret Infpiration 
of God, or whether it was becaufe it feemed fo. 
favourable to that Community of Goods, which 
is an Opinion fo particular, as well as fo dear to.' 
them;, fmce they gereceivcd that Chrift audKU. 
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Followers lived by that Rule; and that.it was 
ftill kept up in Tome Communities among the 
fincereft Sort of Chriftians. From which foever 
t)f thcfe Motives it might be, true it is, that 
many of them came over to our Religion, and 
were initiated into it by Baptifm. . But as two 
of our Number were dead, fo none of the four 
that furvived, werjc in Priefls Orders ; we thcfre-t 
fore could only baptize them ; fo that to our great 
P.cgret, they could not partake of the other Sa- 
craments, that can only be adminiftered by 
Priefts : But they are inftrufted concerning 
them, and long moft vehemently for* them. 
They have had great Difputes among themferves.» 
whether one chofen by them to be a Prieff, 
would not be thereby qualified to do all the 
Things that belong to that Charaft^r, even 
though he had no Authority derived from tlic 
-Pope ; and they feemed to be refolved to choofc 
fome for that Imployment, but they had not done - 
-if when Ileft them. 

J Thofe among them that have not received our 
Religion, do not fright any from it, and ufe- 
Jione ill that goes over to it ; fo that all the while' 
:l was there, one Man was only.puniflied on thi« 
•Occafion. He being newly baptized, did, not- 
withftanding all that we could fay to the contrary, 
'^Jifpute publickly concerning the Chriftian Re- 
Mgiojij .with more Zeal \ivaaB\fcxedoti% ^xv\ 



UTOPIA. I4J 

with fo much Heat, that he not only preferred 
bur Worfliip to theirs, hut condemned all theii* 
Rites as profane ; and cried buragainft all thatf 
adhered to them, as impious and fiicrilegious Per- 
fons, that were to be damned to everlafting 
Burnings* Upon his having frequently preacheJ 
in this Manner, he was feized, and after Trial,* 
he was condemn^ to Barflfliment, not for^ having 
difparaged their Religioii, buffo)' his inflaming 
the Pec^le to Sedition : For this isoiie of the* 
moft ancient Laws, that no Man cHight to be' 
puniflied for his Religion. At the firft ConfU- 
tution of their Government, Utopus having 
underAood, that before his cdoiing ambng th^n, 
the old Inhabitants h^d been engaged^ iA ^r^^ 
parrels concerning Religion, by which they* 
were fo divided among themfelves, that he foun^ 
it an eafy Thing to conquer them, fince inftead"- 
of uniting their Forces agaJnft hifti, every dif- 
ferent Party in Religion fought by themfelvest 
After he had fubdued theili, he made -a Law that 
every Man might be of what Religion he pleafed^* 
and might endeavour to draw others to it by the 
Force of Argument, and by amicable and modtefb 
Ways, but without Bittcrnefs againft thofe of 
other Opinions \ but that he ought to ufe no other 
Force but that of Pcrfuiafion 5 and was neidwrtO' 
Thix with it Reproaches nor Violence ; 'and~fuch- 
4is did otherwife were to be condemned toBanifli-* 
joaent ojrSIaverj* 
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This Law was made by Utcpusy not only for 
preferving the publick Peace, whichhe faw fuf- 
£ered much by daily Contentions and Irreconcila^ 
bfe Heats, but becaufe he thpught the Interefl of 
Religion it felf required it. He judged it not fit 
to determine any Thing raihly ; and feepied to 
doubt whether thofe different Forms of ReUgioji^ 
might not all come from God, who might infpire 
Men in a different manner, and be pleaTed with 
this Variety ; he therefore thought it indecent 
and foolifh for any Man to threaten and tefrify 
another to make him believe \^at did not appear 
to him to be true^ And fuppofmg that. only one 
Religion was redly true>.,and the reft falfe, he, 
ifnagined, that the native Force of Truth would' 
at laft break forth, and fhi<ie bright, if fupported 
only by thp Strength :Of Argument, and. attended/ 
to with a gentle and unprejudiced Mind ; while,, 
on the other hand, if fuch- Debates were carried 
on with Violence and; TuJ^^lts, as the moft 
wielded are always the moft obftinate, fo the beft 
and moft Holy Religion, might be choakcd with. 
Superftition, as Corn is with Briars and Thorris >. 
he therefore left Men wholly to their Liberty, that 
they might be free to believe as they ihould fee 
Caufe ; only he made a folemn and ftvere Law 
againft fuch as fliould fo far degenerate from the 
Dig.nit3' of human Nature, as to think that our 
Souls died wiui our Bodies, or that the vVorld 
was governed by Chaivce, v/iUiQut. a.wifc.ove^; 
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ruling Providence : For they all formerly believed 
that there was a State of Rewards and Puniih- 
ments to the Good and Bad after this Life ; and 
they now look on thofe that think oth^r^ife, as 
fcarce fit to be counted Men, fince they degrade 
fo noble a Being as the Soul, and reckon it no 
better than a Beaft's : Thus they are far from look- 
ing on fuch Men as fit for human Society, or to 
be Citizens of a well-ordered Commonwealth i 
fmce a Man of fuch Principles muft needs^ a$ 
•oft as he 4^es do it, defpife all thei|- Laws aiid 
Cuftonas : For there is no doubt to be npiade^ th^t 
a M^n who is afraid, of nothing but the Law^ 
^d apprehends nothing after Death, will not 
fcruple to br«ak through all the Law$ of hi$ 
Cpuntry, either by Fraud orForce, whenbytbit 
means he m^y fatisfy his Appetites. They myet 
xaife any that hold thefe Maxims, ; either to 
Honours, x>r Offices, nor employ them in anj^ 
publick Truft, but defpife them, as Men of bafe 
and fordid Minds :• Yet they do not punifli them> 
becaufe they lay this down as a Maxim, that 4 
Man cannot make himfelf believe ^y thing be 
pleafes ; nor do they drive any to diflemble their 
.'^jjQughts by Thr^atning?, fo that Men are not 
tempted to lie or difguife their Opinions ; which 
being a Sort of Fraud, is abhorred by the Uta^ 
flans: They take Care indeed to prevent their 
difputing in Defence of thefe Opinions^ efpecially 

before 
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Wore the common People : But they fufFer, and 
even encourage them to difpute concerning them 
in private with their Priefts, and other grave 
Men, being confident that they will be cured of 
thofe mad Opinions, by having reafon laid before 
them. There are many among them that run far 
to the other Extream, tho* it is neither thought 
an ill nor unreafonable Opinion, and therefore is 
not at all difcouraged. They think that the Souls 
rf Btz&s are immortal, tho' far inferior to the 
Dignity of the human ^oul, and not capable of 
la great a Happinefs. They are ^mc^ all of 
them very firmly perfuaded, that good Men will 
be infinitely happy in another State; fo that the** 
they are compalfionate to all that are Sick^ yet 
they lament no Man's Death, except th^ (ee him 
loath to part with Life ; for they look on this ah 
a vfery ill Prefage, as if the Soul, confcious t6 
it felf of Guilt, and quite hopelcfs, was afiraid 
to leave the Body, from fome fccret Hints of ap- 
proaching Mifery. They think that fuch a 
Man's Appearance before God^ cannot be ac^ 
iCeptable to him, who being called on, does not 
^ out chearfuUy, but is backward and unwill- 
ing, and is, as it were, dragged to it. They 
are ftruck with Horror, when they fee any die ia 
this Manner, and cany them out in Silence^ 
and with Sorrow, and praying God that he 
would be merciful to the Errors of the departed 

Soul^ 
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Soul, they lay the Body in the Ground: But 
.when any di^ chcaxfully, and ftiU of Hbpe, th^ 
do not mourn for th^m^ but iing Hyu^s'Whl^h 
they carry out their Biddies^ iahd c^mmendih^ 
their Souls very eamtftly to God : Their -Whofc 
vBehavipur is then rather grave than fad, they 
burn the Body, and fet up a Pillar where the Pife 
was made, with an Infcription to the Honour of 
theDeceafed, When'tAfey ccwe froiii th«*t'*u- 
jneral, they difcxHtrfeof hibg<3i6dl!/ire, miiv/otihf 
Aaiom, but rp«ak of tMMng> ^fttilsk^ ftml^^^i^ 
mc^e Plea(bre, ^an of his Seliefhfty a^ diei Htklt 
of Death. They diink fuch Ite(|>ea paid td thfe 
Memory of good Men, fs' both -the gi-eiatcft Iri^ 
cttement to engage others to K>HoW ^ di^ir -I^^ 
ample, and the mbft sLe<^ablis WbHb^p'thdt 
can be offered- thtan;f«lrthc3^'baitvetihattli^ 
by the imperfe^bnof human Sighti <hey afeTii^ 
:vifible to us^ yet Aey^ are pr€k'ni among iii, ind 
hear thofe Difcourfes that pafs concerning them- 
felves. They believe it Inconfiftent with thd 
Happinefs of departed Souls, not to be at Liberty 
to be wherethiey will t- And do nc^liiJagine tKem 
capable of the Ingratitude of ii6t i<^ing to fee 
thofe Friends, With whom th^y feve^bif EartK ill 
the flri£^eft Bonds of Love and Kindncfs : Be- 
fides they are perfwaded that good Men after 
Death have thefe Affections, and all other gocrf 
Difpofitions encreafedra^r tbfiiD dimmifliad^' ^ 
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therefore conclude that they are ftill among the 
-Living) andobferve, ail they fay or do. From 
jience ihty engage in all their. Affairs, with the 
greater Conficlience of SuCceis^ as tcufting to their 
^Frot^ftion; while this O^ion of the Prefcncc 
of their Anceftors is a Reftraint that prevents 
their engaging in ill Deiigns. 

^- They 4efpife i^id. lau^ at Auguries^ and the 
other vaf%an4 fuperftitious Ways of Divination, 
^ .mucl) Qbferved among otheir Nadqns ; but 
•have great Reverence for fuph ijfyracl^ as catlnoC 
flow from any of the Powers of Nature, and look 
pn diem as £ffe£b and Indications of the Pre- 
^bupe of. the >Supream-. Being, of which they fay 
jnany Inftances have Q<;curred among them ; and 
that fometiin(is tt\^ir puhlick Prayers, which upon 
^at[ax^d dangerous Occafions they^have folemnly 
put up to Gpd, with afCired Confidence of being 
heard, have been anfwered in a miraculous 
Manner. 

J They. think the contemplating God in his 
;Works> and the adoring him for them, is a 
very accqptaUe Piece of Wprfiiip to him. 

There/are many andong them, that upon a 
Motivie of Religion, negle£l Learning, and ap- 
t>ly themfelves (O:A0.Sojt of Study ; nor . do thej 

l: allow 



UTOPIA.^ 149 

allow themfelves any Ltifur^'tihie, but are per- ' 
petually employed, believing thirf^^by the good* 
Things that a Man does he fecures ib "himfelf ihat- 
Happinefs that comes after Deathi Some of' 
thefe vifit the Sick ; others nfiend High-ways, 
deanfe Ditches, repair Bridges, or dig Tiirf, Gra-" 
vel, or Stones. Others fell and cleave Timber, 
and bring Wopd,^ Corn and other Necdferies,- 
on Carts into their T^owris. Nor do thefe dnly 
ferve the PubKck, but they ferve even private 
Men, more than the Slaves themfelves do : ¥btif 
there is any where a rough, hard, and fordid 
Piece of Work to be done, from which many are"* 
frightened by the Labour and Loathfomnefi 
of it, if not the Defpair of accbmpli(hing i^ 
they chearfuUy, and of thfeir own Accords- 
take that to their Share j and by that Means,- 
as they eafc others very much, {o they afflid them- 
felves, and fpend their whole Life in hard La- 
bour : And yet they do not value themfelves upon 
this, nor leflen other People's Credit, to raife 
their own 5 but by their {looping to fuch fervile 
Employments, they ^re fo far from being defpifed, 
that they are fo much the more eftcemcd by the 
whole Nation. 

Of thefe there are two Sorts : Some live un- 
married and chafte, and abftain from eating any ' 
Sort of Flcfh ; and thus weaning themselves 
from all the Pleafures of the prefent Life, which 
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th^y account huptful> diey purfue, even by the 
faardeft and. patnfuUeft /Methods poffible, that 
Bleflednefs wl>ich they hop^; for hereafter ; and 
the nearer they ^pproiach ta it, they are the 
more chearful and earneft in thcir Endeavouis 
after it. Another Sort of them is lei^ willing to 
put thenifelyes to much Toil, and therefore pre- 
fer a married State to a ilngle one^ and as they 
dp' not deny themfelves the Pieafure of it, ib they 
think the begetting of Children is a Debt which 
they owe to human Nature, and to their Country: 
Nor do they avoid any Pieafure that does not 
hinder Labour ; and therefore eat Flefh fo much 
the more willingly, as they find that by this 
Means the)r are the more able to Work : The 
Utopians ^ look upon thcfe as die wifer Seft, but 
they efteei?! the others as the moft Holy. They 
would indeed laugh at any Man, who from the 
Principles of Reafon, would prefer an unmarried 
State to a Married, or a Life of Labour to an 
eafy Life : But they reverence and admire fuch 
as do it from the Motives of Religion. There 
is nothing in which they are more cautious, than 
in giving their Opinion ppfitivcly concerning any 
Sort of Religion. The Men that lead thofc 
fevere Lives, are called in the Language of their 
Country Bruthefkasy which anfwers to thofe we 
call Riligious Orders. 

Thcir 
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: Their Priefls arc Men of eminent Piety, and 
therefore they arc but fc^, for there are ohlj! 
thirteen in every Town, one for every Temple ; 
but when they go to War, fevcn of thefe go out 
with their Forces, and feven others are chofen to 
fupply their Room in their Abfence ; but thefe 
enter i^n upon their Employment when they 
return ; and thofe who fervcd in their Abfence^ 
attend upon the High-Prieft, till Vacancies fait 
by Death ; for there is one fet over all the reft. 
They are chofen by the People as the other Ma- 
giftrates are, by Suffrages given in fecret, for 
preventing of Faftions : and when they arc cho- 
fen, they are confecrated by the College of 
Priefts- The Care of all facred Things, the 
Worfliip of God, and an Infpcflion into the: 
Manners of the People, are committed to them* 
It is a Reproach to a Man to be fent for by any of 
them, or for them to fpeak to him in Secret, for 
that always gives fome Sufpicion: All that is 
incumbent on them, is only to exhort and ad* 
monifli the People 5 for the Power of correding 
and*puni(hing ill Men, belongs wholly to the 
Prince, and to the odicr Magiftrates : The fe- 
vereft thing that the Prieft does, is die excluding 
thofe that arc defperately wicked from joining in 
their Worflxip : There's not any Sort of Punifh- 
njent more dreaded by them than this, for as it 
loads them with Infamy, fp it fills them with. 

fecret 



rsa Sir THOMAS MORRt 

fccret Horrors, fuch is their Reverence to their 
Religion 5 nor will their Bodies be long ex- 
empted from their Share of Trouble ; for if they 
do not very quickly fatisfy thePriefts of Ae Truth 
of their Repentance, they are feized on by the 
Senate, and punifhed for their Impiety. The 
Education of Youth belong? to the Priefts, yet 
they do not take fo much Care of inftru£Hng 
them in Letters, as iri forming their Minds and 
Manners aright ; they ufe all poffible Methods to 
infiife very early into the tender arid fleitible 
Minds of Children, fuch Opinions as are both 
good in themfelves, and will be ufeful to their 
Country : For when deep Impreffions of thefe 
Things are made at that Age, they foUow Men 
through the whole Courfe of their Lives, and 
conduce much to preferve the Peace of the Go- 
vernment, which fuffers by nothing more than 
by Vices that rife out of ill Opinions. The 
Wives of their Priefts are the moft extraordinary 
Women of the whole Country ; fometimes the 
Women themfelves are made Priefts, though that 
falls out but feldom, nor are any but antient 
Widows chofen into that Order. 

None of the Magiftrates have greater Honour 
paid them, than is paid the Priefts ; and if they 
Ihould happen to commit any Crime, they would 
not be qucftioned for it : Their Puniffiment is 

left 
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left to God, and to their own Confciences : For 
they do not think it lawful to lay Hands on any 
Man, how wicked foever he is, that has been in 
a peculiar manner dedicated to God ; nor do they 
find any great Inconvenience in this, both bc- 
caufe they have fo few Priefts, and becaufe thefe 
are chofen with much Caution, fo that it muft be 
a very unufual Thing to find one who merely out 
of Regard to his Virtue, and for his being efteem- 
^d a fmgularly good Man, was raifed up to fo 
great a Dignity, degenerate into Corruption and 
Vice : And if fuch a Thing fhould fall out, for 
Man is a changeable Creature ; yet there be- 
ing few Priefts, and thefe having no Authority, 
but what rifes out of the RefpeA that is paid 
them, nothing of great Confequence to the Pub- 
lick, can proceed from the Indemnity that th^ 
Priefts enjoy. * 

They have indeed very few of them, left 
greater Numbers (baring in the fame Honour, 
might make the Dignity of riiat Order which they 
efteem fo highly, to ** fink in its Reputation: 
They alfo think it difficult to .find out many of 
fuch an exalted Pitch of Goodnefs, as to be equal 
to that Dignity which ^demands the Exercife of 
more than ordinary Virtues. Nor are the Priefts 
in greater Veneration among them, than they 
are among their neighbouring Nations, as you 
I mai^ 
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may imagine by that which I think gives Occa* 
fionforit. V 

When the Utopians engage in Battle» the 
Priefts who accompany them to the War, ap- 
parelled in their facred Veftments, kneel down 
during the ASion, in a Place not far from the 
Field ; and lifting up their Hands to Heaven, pray, 
firft for Peace, and then for Vi<ftory to their own 
Side, and particularly that it may be gained with^- 
out the EiFufion of much Blood on either Side $ 
and when the Viilory turns to their Side, they 
run in among their own Men to reftrain their 
Fury I and if any of their Enemies fee them, or 
call to them, they are preferved by that Means : 
And fuch as can come fo near them as to touch 
their Garments, have not only their Lives, but 
Aeir Fortunes fecured to them : It is upon this 
Account that all the Nations round about con- 
fidier them fo much, and treat them with fuch 
Keverence, that they have been often no lefs able 
to preferve their own People from the Fury of 
their Enemies, than to fave their Enemies from 
dieir Rage : For it has fomctimes £iilenout, that 
when their Armies have been in Diforder, and 
forced to fly, fo that their Enemies were running 
upon the Slaughter and Spoil, the Priefts by in- 
terpofing, have feparated them from one another, 
and ftop*d the eSufion of more Blood ^ fo that by 

their 
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their Mediation, a Peace has been condiided on 
veiy reafonable Tenns ; nor is there any Nation 
about them fo fierce, cruel, or barbarous, as 
not to look upon their Perfons as (acred and in<* 
violable* 

The firft and the laft Day of die Mond^ and 
of the Year, is a FefUval : They meafure their; 
Months by the Courfe of the Moon ; and their 
Years by the Courfe of the Sun : The firft Days 
are called in their Language the Cynememes^ and 
the laft the Trapenumes ; which anfwers in our 
Language to the Feftival that begins, or ends the 
Seafon. 

They have magnificent Temples, that are not 
only nobly built, but extremely fpacious ; which 
is the more neceflary, as they have fo few of 
them : They are a little dark within, which pro* 
ceeds not from any Error in the Architeduret. 
but is done with Defign ; for their Priefts diink 
that too nuich Light difiipates the Thoughts, and 
that a more moderate Degree of it, both recol- 
le(^ the Mind, and raifes Devotion. Though 
there are many different Forms of Religion a- 
mong them, yet all thefe, how various foever, 
agree in the main Point, which is the worship- 
ping the divine Eflence ; and therefore there is 
nothing to be feen or heard in their Temples,^ 
I 2 in 
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in which the feveral Perfuafions among them 
may not agree ; for every SeSt performs thofc 
Rites that are peculiar to it, in their private 
Houfes, nor is there any Thing in the publick 
Worfhip, that contradidis the particular wap of 
thofe different ScQs, There are no Images for 
God in their Temples, fo that every one may re- 
prefent him to his Thoughts, according to the 
Way of his Religion ; nor do diey call this one 
God by any other Name, but that of Mithras^ 
which is the common Name by which they all 
cxprefs the divine Effence, whatfoever otherwifc 
they think it to be ; nor are there any Prayers 
among them, but fuch as every one of them 
may ufe without Prejudice to his own Opinion. 

They meet in their Temples on the Evening 
of the Feftival that concludes a Seafon : And not 
having yet broke their Faft, they thank Qod for 
their good Succefs during that Year or Month, 
which is then at an end : And the next Day, 
being that which begins the new Seafon, they 
meet early in their Temples, to pray for the 
happy Progrefs of all their Affairs during that 
Period, upon which they then enter. In the 
, Feftival which concludes the Period, before they 
go to the Temple, both Wives and Children fall 
on their Knees before their Huftands or Parents, 
and confefs every Thing in which they have 

either 
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cither erred or failed in their Duty, and beg par- 
don for it : Thus all little Difcontents in Families 
are removed, that they may offer up their Devo- 
tions with a pure and ferene Mind ; for they hold 
it a great Impiety to enter upon them with di* 
fturbcd Thoughts ; or with a Confcioufnefs of 
their bearing Hatred or Anger in their Hearts to 
any Perfon whatfoever; and think that they 
fliould become liable to fevere Punifhments, if 
they prefumed to offer Sacrifices without clean- 
fihg their Hearts, and reconciling all their Dif- 
ferences. In the Temples, the two Sexes arc 
feparated, the Men go to the right Hand, and 
the Women to the left : And the Males and Fe- 
males all place themfelves before the Head, and 
Matter or Miflrefs of that Family to which they 
belong ; fo that thofe who have the Government 
of them at home, may fee their Deportment in 
publick : And they intermingle them fo, that fiie 
younger and the older may be fet by one another 5 
for if the younger Sort were all fet together, they 
would perhaps trifle away that Time too much, 
in vrhich they ought to beget in themfelves that 
religious Dread of the fupreme Being, which 
is the greatefl, and almcfl the only Incitement to 
Virtue. 

They offer up no living Creature in Sacrifice, 
nor do they think it fuitable to the Divine Being, 
I 3 It^m. 
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from wbofe Bounty it is that theib Creatures have 
derived their Lives, to take Pleafure in their 
Deaths, or the offering up their Blood. They 
hum Incenfe, and other fweet Odours, and have 
a great Number of Wax Lights during their 
Worlhip ; not out of any Imagination that fuch 
Oblations can add any Thing to the Di^dne Na- 
ture, which even Prayers cannot do ; but as it is 
a harmlefs and pure viray of worihipping God ; 
fo they think thofe fweet Savours and Lights, to- 
gether with fome other Ceremonies, by a fccret 
and unaccountable Virtue, elevate Men's Souls, 
and inflame them with greater Enei^gy and Cbear- 
ftilnefs during the divine Worfliip. 

All the People appear in the Temples in white 
Garments 5 but the Prieft's Veftments are parti- 
coloured ; and both the Work and Colours arc 
wonderful : They are made of no rich Materials, 
for they are neither embroidered, nor fet with 
precious Stones, but are compofed of the Plumes 
of feveral Birds, laid together with fo much Art, 
and fo neatly, that the true Value qf them is far 
beyond the coftlieft Materials. They fay, that 
in the ordering and placing thofe Plumes, fome 
dark Myfteries are reprefented, which pais down 
among their Priefts in a fecret Tradition con- 
cerning them; and that they are as Hierogly- 
phicks, putting them in Mind of the Bleffings 

that 
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Hhat they have received from God, and of their 
Duties, both to him and to their Neighbours. As 
foon as the Prieft appears in thofe Ornaments, 
they all fell proftrate on the Ground, with fo 
much Reverence and to deep a Silence, that fuch 
as look on, cannot but be ftruck with it, as if it 
were the EfFeft of the Appearance of a Deity, 
After they have been for fome Time ij\ thi$ 
fofture, they all ftand up, upon a Sign given by 
the Prieft, and fing Hymns to the Honour of 
God, fome mufical Iiiftruments playing all the 
while. Thefe are quite of another Form than 
thofe ufed among us : but, as many of them are 
much fweeter than ours, fo others are made ufc 
of by us. Yet in one Thing they very much ex* 
^eed us ; all their Mufick, both vocal and infiru* 
mental, is adapted to inutate and expreis the 
Paffions ; and is fo happily fuited to every Oc«»' 
caiion, that whether the Subjed c^ the Hymn be 
chearfuL or formed to footh or trouble the Mind^ 
or to expreis Grief or Remorfe ; the Mufick takes 
the Impreffion of whatever is reprefented, affeds 
and kindles the Paffions, and works the fenti- 
ments deep into the Hearts of the Hearers. 
When this is done, both Priefts and People offer 
up very folemn Prayers to God in a fet Form of 
Words ; and thefe are fo compofed, that what-» 
Ibever is pronounced by the whole Afiembly, may 
1^ Uki^wiie 9psii(A liy ^evfiy M^ in f^liculair 
I 4 ^ 
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to his own Condition ; in thefe they acknowledge 
God to be the Author and Governor of the 
World, and the Fountain of all the Good they 
receive; and therefore offer up to him their 
Thankfgiving ; and in particular, blefs him for 
his Goodnefs in ordering it fo, that they are born 
under the happieft Government in the World, 
and are of a Religion which they hope is the 
trueft of all others : But if they are miftaken^ 
and if there is either a better Government, or a 
Religion more acceptable to God, they implore 
his Goodnefe to let them know it, vowing that 
they refolve to follow him whitherfoever he leads 
them : But if their Government is the beft, and 
their Religion the trueft, then they pray that he 
may fortify them in it, and bring all the World, 
both to the fame Rules of Life, and to the (ame 
Opinions concerning himfelf ; unlefi, according 
to the Unfcarchablenefs of his Mind, he is pleafed 
with a Variety of Religions. Then they pray 
that God may give them an eafy Paflage at laft to 
himfelf; not prefuming to fet Limits to him, 
how early or late it (hould be ; but if it may be 
wiflied for, without derogating fron^ his Supreme 
Authority, they defire to be quickly ddivered, 
and to be taken to himfelf, though by the moft 
terrible Kind of Death, rather than to be detained 
long from feeing him, by the moft profperous 
Courfe of Life. When this Prayer is ended, 

the/ 
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Aey all fall down again upon the Ground, and 
after a little while diey rife up ; go home to 
Dinner^ and fpend the reft of the Day in Di;^ 
verfion or military Exerdfesr 

Thus have I defcribed to you, as particularly 
as I could, the Conftitution of that Common- 
wealth, which I do not only think the beft in the 
World, but indeed die only Common-wialih thajt 
truly defenres that Namew In all other Places, it is 
vifible, that while People talk of ^kCommen-wealth^ 
every Man only fceks his own Wealth ; but there^ 
where no Man has any Property, all Men zea- 
loufly purfue the good of the Publick : And in- 
deed, it is no Wonder to fee Men a£l fo different- 
ly ; for in other Common-wealths, every Man 
knows, that unleTs he provides for himfelf, how 
flourifhing foever the Common-wealth may be, 
•he muft die of Hunger ; £> that he fees the Necef^ 
fity of preferring his own Concerns to the Pub- 
lick ; but in Utopia^ where every Man has a 
Right to every Thing, they all know, that if 
Care is taken to keep the Publick Stores full, no 
private Man can want any Tiling ; for among 
them there is no unequal Diftribution, &> that n# 
Man Is poor, none in Neceffity ; and though no 
Man has any Thing, yet they are all rich 3 for 
what can make a Man fb rich, as to lead a ferene 
and chearful Life> free from Anxieties -, neither 
I S -wg^^ 
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apprehending Want himielf, nor vexed with die 
chdlefs Complaints of his Wife f He ts not afiratit^ 
ef die Mifery of hb Children, nor is he contri* 
iring how to raife a Portion fbrhb Daughters, but 
is fecure in this, that both he and his Wife, his 
Children and Grand-Children, to as many Ge- 
nerations as he can fancy, will all live, bodi plen> 
Wully and happily ; fince among them diere is no 
Ifefs Care taken of thofe who were once engaged 
in Labour, but grow afterwards unable to foHow 
it, than there is ellewhere of thefe that continue 
*ftiB employed. I would <^adly hear any Man 
compare the Juftice that is among them, widi 
diat of all other Nations ; among whom, may 
1 perifh, if I fee any Tiling that looks eidier like 
Juftice, or Equity : For what Juftice is there in 
tfus, that a Nobleman, a Goldfmidi, a Banker, 
^ any other Man, that either does nodiing at all, 
or at beft is employed in Things diat are of no 
Ufe to the Publick, fliould live in great Luxury, 
anc^ Splendor, upon what is fo ill acquured ; and 
m mean Man, a Carter, a Smidi, or a Plou^- 
tnan, that works harder, even dian die B^fts 
thcmCelves, and is employed in Labours fo neceP- 
fery, that no Common-wealth could hold out a 
Year without them, can only earn fo poor a 
Livelihood, and muft lead fo miferable a Life, 
that the Condition of the Beafts is much better 
tiun diclx's? For as the Beafis do not work fo 
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^CJbAflaiitly, (o tbey feed almoft as wdl^ and with 
iiiore (deafure ; and have no Anxiety about what 
is to come, fwhUttt thefe Men are deprcESti hy 
al>arrai and fruitleft £ni^oymeiit> and tonnen- 
ted with the Apprehenfions of Want in their old 
Age ; fince that which they get by their daily 
labour, does but maintain them at prefent, and 
is cQitfumed as faft as it conies in, there is no 
Overpbis leAf to lay up for old Age. 

b not that Government bodi unjuft and un- 
gratefo}, that is fo prodigal of its Favours, to 
tfaofe diat are called Gentlemen, or GoldfmidiSy 
or (iidi odKrs who are idle, or live dther by 
Flattery, or by contriving the Arts of vain Plea- 
fiire ; and on the other Hand, takes no Care of 
thofe of a meaner Sort, fuch as Plou^mien', 
Colliers, and Smiths, without whom it could 
not fubfift i But after die Publick has reaped all 
the ^vantaee of their Service, and they come to 
be opprelfed with Age, Sicknefs, and Want, all 
their Lidiours, and the good they have done is for- 
gotten i and all the Recompence given them,' i^, 
that they are left to die in great Mifery : The 
richer Sort are c^en endeavouring to brii^ the 
Hire of Labourers lower, not only l^ their frau- 
dulent Prances, but by the Laws which they 
procure to be made to that -EtkA : So that 
tboug^ it is a Tlujig moft unjuft in it felf^ t<^ 
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give fucfa fmall Rewards to thofe irtio defisnre fi» 
well of the Publick, yet they have given thofe 
Hard(hips the Name and Colour of Juftk^ 
by procuring Laws to be made f(Mr r^ulating 
thenu 

Therefore I muft fay, that as I hope for Mercy, 
I can have no other Notion of all the other Go- 
yernments that I fee or know, than that they ane 
a Confpiracy of the rich, who on Pretence of 
managing the Publick, only purfue dieir private 
Ends, and devife all the Ways and Arts they caa 
&id out i firft, that diey may, without Danger, 
preierve all that they have fo ill aopiired, and 
then, that they may engage the pocr to toil and 
labour for them, at as low Rates aspoffible, and 
oppress them as much as they pleafe : And if 
they can but prevail to get thefe Contrivances efta- 
bliflied, by the fhow of publick Authority, which 
is^confidered as the Reprefentative of^the whole 
People, then they are accounted Laws: Yet 
thefe wicked Men after they have, by a moft in- 
fetiable Covetoufhefs, divided that among them- 
fdves, with which all the reft might have been 
well Arpplied, are far from that Happinefs, that 
is enjoyed among the Utopians : For the Ufe as 
well as the Defire of Money being extinguiflied, 
moch Anxiety and great Occafions of Mi/chief 
is cut off with.i;: And who does notiee that the 

^tauds^ 
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Frauds, Thefts, Robberies, Qiiarrels, Tumults, 
Contentions, Seditions^ Murders, Treacheries, 
and Witchcrafts, which are indeed rather puniib- 
ed than refirained by the Severities of Lai^jr 
would all fall oiF, if Money were not any mob 
valued by the World ? Mens Fears, Sollidtudes, 
Cares, Labours, and Watching^ would all pe* 
jri(h in the fame, Moment, with the Value of 
Money : Even Poyer^ it felf, for the Relief of 
which Mpney leems moft necefiary, wouklj £|1L 
But^ in Order to the apprehending this arigjh^ 
take one Inftance. 

Co^fider lany Yiear thai has been fo unfi:ultfid 
that many Thoufimds have died of Hungo* i aii4 
yet if at the end of that Year a Survey was madjp 
of the Granaries of all the rich Men. that havp 
hoarded up the Com, it would be found that 
there was enou^ among them, to have prevent 
ted all that Confumption of Men that perifhed ia 
Mifery : And that if it had been daftributed ar 
mong them, none would have felt the terriUc 
£iFe£b of diat Scarcity : So eafy.a Thing wpuld 
it be to fupply all the NeceffitieSjof Life, if timt 
bleiTed Thing called Mofuy^ which is pretended 
to be invented for procuring them was not really 
die only Thing that obftruded their being pro- 
cured! 
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. I do not doubt but rich Men ave leafible tf 
Aisj and that they wdl know how aiudii a great- 
•cr Happincfi it is lo Want nothing neod&uy, than 
io abound in many Supeifluities $ and to be 
sefcued out of (6 much M iiery, than to abound 
with fo much Wealth : And I cannot diink bat 
iikt Senfe of -every Man's Intereft, added to 
Ae Authority of Chriflfe Commaiidst who ae he 
was infinitely wifei Imew what was b^,- and was 
«ot leTs good HI dHcovering it to us, -would have 
4ns99ii aH the Worid over to the Laws of the 
Vt»piam^ MPridi^ that Ph^e of hunmn Nature, 
that Source of (o much Mifery, did not hinder 
4t5 lor this Vice does not liieafuit Happinefir (b 
«ittch by its owfiK^onyetiiencies^ as 'by Ae Mi* 
Series of odhers ; and would not ht 'fttisfied with 
%eiiig thon^ a Gvidefs^ if none were left that 
were mifers^le, over whom flie might infult. 
-Pride thinks it's own Happinefi Alines the brighter, 
.%y comparing it with the Mtsfbrtunes of other 
Jl^erions ; that by di^li^tngitsbwn Wea!tb,-they 
Wiay feel -their Poverty rfie more ienfibiy. This 
4s ^that infemat Serpent that creeps into the 
Sreafts <of Mortfl^ and pdflefles tbeftf too math 
^bO'eaf&ly^mwn out : And dierefofe I am glad 
^t ikt'Ut^ans^ve^iica upon this Form of 
Governments in which I wifii that dl*the 'World 
could be (o wife as to imitate them : Foi^-tiiey 
J)ave indeed laid down fucfa a Scheme and Foun* 
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dation of Policy, that as Men live happily iin4e# 
St, ib it is like to be of great Centinuance : For 
ftey haring rooted out <of the Minds of diei^ 
Peopk, aH the Seeds, <Midi eff Ambition and 
FafHon, there is no Dang^ of afqr Cmnmotions 
at Home ; which alone has been the Ruin of 
many States, that leemed oidierwife to be wcH 
fecaied ; but as long as they live in Peace itil 
Home, aitd are governed by fixh good Laws, die 
Envy of all dieir neig^bovring Princes, wliotiaf^ 
often tho* in vain attempted dieIr Ruin, wOl 
never be able to piit tfietr State into any Gobh 
motion or Difbrder. 

When Hafkttl had Ausmade an end df^fytak^ 
ang, though many Things occurred to mtj hctik 
concerning Ae Manners aiid Lawst>f that ¥e6^ 
pie, tfiat feemed -ycty lalrfiffd, as well in Adr 
Way of malcing War, as in ititir Nodons of 
Religion, and divine Matters ; together with ie- 
veral other Particulars, but diiefly what feemed 
the Foundation of all the reft, theur living in 
common, without the IMe of Money, by which 
all Nolnlity, Magnificence, Splendour, and Ma^ 
jefty, which, according to the common Ojmii- 
on, are the true Ornaments of a Nadon, would 
be quite taken away ; yet fince I perceived that 
Raphael was weary, and was not fure whedier 
he could eafily bear Contradi^oiif remembering 
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that he had taken Notice of fome, viihQ feemed 
to think they were boufid in Honour to fupport 
the Credit 6[ their own Wifdom, by finding out 
fomething to cenfure in all other Men*s Inven- 
tions, befides their own ; lonlyconunended&eir 
Conftitution, and the Account he had g^ven of it 
in general ; and fo taking him by the Hand, car- 
ried him to Supper, and told him I would find 
out fome other Tin^ for examining this Subjed 
IBiore particularly, and fordiicourfing morecopi- 
ouflyuponiti and indeed Ifhall be glad to em- 
brace an Opportunity of doing it. In the mean 
while, though it muft be confeilcid that he is both 
a very learned Man, and a Perfon who has obtain- 
ed a great K^iowledge of the World, I cannot 
perfei^y agree to every Thing he has rdated j 
however, there are many things in die Common- 
Hf ealth of Utopiay that I rather wiibt than hoi>e> to 
lee followed in our Goverxunent8» 
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Bible and Sun in St. Paul's Church- Yard. 

THE General Praaicc of PHYSIC: Ex- 
tradted chiefly from the Writings of the 
moft celebrated praQical Phyficians, the medical 
Eflays, Tranfadions, Journals, and literary Cor- 
refpondence the of learned Societies in Europe. 
To which is prefixed. 
An Introduction ; containing the Diflindion of 
fimilar Difeafes, the Ufe of the Non-naturals, an 
Account of the Pulfe, the Confent of the Nervous 
Parte, and a Sketch of the Animal Oeconomy. 

JBy R. BROOKES, M D. 

In two neat Pocket Volumes^ Price 6x. 

N. B. As there are a greater Number of Sheets 
in thefe Volumes than are ufually given, or indeed 
can .be well afforded for Six Shillmgs, it has been 
infmuated, that the Proprietors thereby intended 
to undermine ai)d prevent ]the Sale of other Books 
of the like Nature i but nothing can be more in- 
vidious and wicked than fuch a Conclufion. The 
only Motive that induced them to put this Book at 
fo low a Price was, that true Medical Knowledge 
might be propagated on as eafy Terms as poflible, 
and that every rra<5litioner might procure to him- 
felf the Means of ading rationally, of knowing 
the Sentiments and Practice of all eminent Phyfici- 
ans on the feveral Difeafes to which Human Nature 
is fubjeft, and of doing the utmoft Juftice to thofe 
who entruft their Lives to his Care. If thefe Rea- 
fons are not thought fuHicient to extenuate the 
Charge brought againft them, they can produce the 
Teftimony of four eminent Phyficians, who were 
privy to the Affair, and know th«X. nnVsaX^^Voh^ 
inferted is nothing but the Truth. 
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The Medicinal Obfcrvations of J O D O C U S 
LOMMIUS. In three Books. The Firft 
contains the moft accurate Defcription of the 
Symptoms, of fuch Difeafes, as zfhSt the 
wbok Body. The Second the Symptoms, of fuch, 
as afied each diftind Partj from die Read to die 
Foot, The Third gives die Prognoftics, or Pre- 
fixes of Life, and Death, in both acute, and 
chronical Difeafes, as fully as Prosper Alpinus 
in his Twelve Books of Prefages. The whole is 
a moft mafterly Colle£tion from the Greeks Arahian^ 
and Latin Phyficians, particularly Hippocrates, 
Galen, and Celsus. Now rendered into BngUJh 
for the Benefit of all fuch Praditioners, as, have 
not had the Happinefs of a liberal Education. 
Widi aLetter andPrcfacc byj. WYNTER,M.D. 

The beft and eafieft Mtthod of Preferving un- 
interrupted Health to extreme Old Age ; eftaUiih'd 
upon the jufteft Laws of the Animsu OEconomy. 
And confirmed by the Suffirages of the moft cele- 
brated Praditioners among the Antients and Mo- 
derns. From a Manufcript foimd in the Library 
of an eminent Phyfician, lately deceasM j and by 
him intended as a Legacy to the World. Printed 
by Order of his Executors. The Second Edidon) 
Price 2s. 

The STUDENT Or, TTie Oxfird and 
Cambridge Monthly Mifcellany : In two Volumes 
compleat. Each Volume containing nine Num- 
bers, with a Supplement ; to each of which is 
added and given gratis^ a copious Index with an 
engrav'd General Tide-Page and an allegorical 
Fronti/plcce j defienM by Mayman^ and engrav'd i 
*7 Grigmm. {Prtce \%%. neatlj bound and ifttet^d.] \ 
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N. B. This Work contains fevcral very curious 
Originals in Profe and Verfc, never before printed, 
and not to be met with but in this Colleftion ; par- 
ticularly by the following eminent Pcrfons deceased, 
vtz. Archbifliop Laud, Archbifhop Tillotfon, 
Bifliop Fell, Bifhop AtteAury, R. Baxter, the 
famous Diffenter. Sir Francis Bacon, Lord Veru- 
lam. Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir T. Herbert, Lord 
Sunderland, Alg. Sidney, Hampden, Lockhart, 
Cleaveland the Poet, Cowley, Addifon, Con- 
greve. Pope, Pitt, Somerville, Alfop, Keith, 
Loveling, Mrs. Rowe, and many others. Gentle- 
men may be fupplied with odd Numbers to compleat 
their Sets, by applying to any Bookfdlcr in Town 
or Country ; which they are defired to be expediti- 
ous in doing, there being but a few left of fomc 
Numbers. 

A Spelling Diftionary of the Englifli Language, 
on a new Plan, for the Ufe of young Gentlemen, 
Ladies and Foreigners ; {6 contrived, as to take 
up no more Room in tfie Pocket that a common 
SnuiFBox. Publiflied by the King's Authority^ 
The Second Edition, Price is. 

Intereft Improved : Shewing, from a fmall Table, 
by a new, eafV, and concife Method, i. Rules for 
finding the Number of Days, from one Month to 
another, &c. in all the different Cafes. 2. The Inte- 
reft for any Sum, * Rate, and Number of Days ; 
likewife its tjfe in Difcompt ; alfo what any annual 
Sum is per Day, and Daily Sum per Annum, &c. 

3. A New Method of obtaining the Parts expreffing 
Monev ; Intereft for Years, with the Solution of 
feveral new Queftions in Stocks, Brokerag|3^ &c. 

4. A Supplcmcnty givrng \k« Cotfia>3JQas»cw ^ 5^^ 
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Tabic ; where by one cafy Proccfs only, the fame 
is performed by the Pen. Making the Whole 
ufeful for all Academies, Schools, Merchants, 
Brokers, Clerks and Accomptants. By Charles 
Brent. Dedicated to William Wilkinton, Efq; 
Agent to his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumber- 
land. In a Neat Pocket Volume, Price bound 2S. 

Thoughts of Cicero, on the following Subjeds, 
viz. I. Religion. 2. Man. 3. Confcience. 4. The 
Paffions. 5. Wifdom. 6. Probity. 7. Elo- 
quence. 8. Friendfhip. 9. Old Age. 10. Death. 
II. Scipio's Dream. 12. Mifcellaneous. Thoughts. 
This Volume is a Tranflation of the celebrated 
Abbe D'OLIVETs Pensees de Ciceron. It is 
elegantly printed with the Original Latin, the 
French Tranflation, and the Englifh, in Three 
Columns, and the whole at a lefs Price than the 
foreign Editions of only the two firft mentioned 
Languages : It is therefore prefumed this Work 
will be of the greateft Utility in our Schools, or 
wherever Youth are inftrudled in thefe Languages. 
As to Gentlemen of Learning and Tafte, the 
foreign Editions have been always fo well received 
by them in every Nation in Europe, that it would 
be abfurd for us to recommend it to them now : 
Nor is it to be boubted but that it will be highly 
acceptable in Families, as a Manual of the finelt 
Morality, a Colle<9:ion of the pureft Principles, and 
the trueft Maxims of Virtue, Honour, and Polite- 
nefs, that either the paft or prefent Ages have pro- 
duced. In one Neat Pocket Volume, 

The ACTOR; a Treatife on the Art of 
PLAYING. Interfperfed with Obfervations 
9n the Performances of Mr. Garlicky Mr. Quin, 
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Mr. Barry, Mr. Berry, Mr. Macklin, Mr. Ryan, 
Mr. Havard, Mr. Woodward, Mr. Foot, &c. &c. 
Mrs. Cibber, Mrs. Pritchard, Mrs. Woffington, 
Mrs. Ward, Mrs. Elmy, Mrs. Green, Mrs. 
Cllve, Mifs Bellamy, Mrs. Horton. Alfo fome 
Anecdotes of Meff. feetterton. Booth, Wilks, and 
other late celebrated Performers ; together with oc- 
cafional Remarks upon Managers, upon Audiences 
and upon our principal Tragedies, Comedies, 
Mafques, and Farces. In one beautiful Pocket 
Volume, Price 3s. bound in Calf. 

The Muses Banquet ; or, A Prefent from 
Parnassus : Being a Colleftion of fuch Englifli 
and Scotch Songs as are well worth preferving. 
Songs that are perfedlly decent, that have fome 
Scope and Defign, and that tend either to improve 
the Mind, mend the Manners, or make the Heart 
merry. To which is prefixed by way of Introduc- 
tion, fuch Diredlions as will enable People to fing 
in a Graceful and becoming manner. 

Mufic the fierceft Grief can charm. 
And Fate's fevereft Rage difarm 5 
Mufic can foften Pain to Eafc, 
And make Defpair and Madnefs pleafe : 
Our Joys below it can improve. 
And antedate the Blifs above. Pope. 

In two neat Pocket Volumes, Price bound 
23. 6d. 

The WONDERS of Narure and Art; 
being an Account of whatever is moft Curious 
and Remarkable throughout the World ; whether 
relating to its Animals, Vegetables, Minerals, Vol- 
cano's, Cataracts, Hot and Cold Springs, and 
other Parts of Natural Hiftory •, or ta ti\fc BjviMvcv^'k 
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Manufa(^ures, Inventions, and Difcoveries of its 
Inhabitants. TTie whole coUcfted from the Writ- 
ings of the beft Hiftorians, Travellers, Geogra- 
phers, and Philofophers, among which are fome 
Original Manvjiripts ; interfperfed with pious Ob- 
fcrvations and Refledlions ; illuftrated with Notes, 
and adornM with Copper-Plates. In four Vols* 
l2mo. neatly bound, Price 14s. 

PHILOSOPHIA BRITANNICA: 
Or, a New and Comprehenfive Syftem of the 
Newtonian Philofophy, Aftronomy and Geography. 
In a Courfe of Twelve Leftures, with Notes, con- 
taining the Phyfical, Mechanical, Geometrical, 
and Experimental Proofs and Uluftrations of all the 
Principal Propofitions in every Branch of Natural 
Science. Alfo a particular Account of the Inven- 
tion, Strudlure, Improvement and Ufe of all the 
coniiderable Inftruments, Engines, and Machines, 
with new Calculations relating to their Nature, 
Power, and Operation. The whole collected and 
methodized from all the principal Authors and 
public Memoirs to the prefent Year ; and enAelliJh^d 
with Seventy-five Copper-Plates. By B, MARTIN. 

fute toties jlmrnos veterum tor/ere Sophorum 
uaque Scholas frujlra rauco Certanune vexanty 
Obvia confpicimusy Nuhem pellente Mathefi. 

Hal. in Newt. Prin. 
Two Volumes. The Second Edition. Price 
bound I2S. 

The Travels of the late CHARLES 
THOMPSON, Efq; Containing his Obferva- 
tions on France, Italy, Turkey in Europe, the 
Holy Land, Arabia, Egypt, and many other Parts 
i?/ tAe World : Giving a {^articular and faithful 
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Account of what is moft remarkable in the Man*' 
ners. Religion, Polity) Antiquities, and Natural 
Hiftory of thofe Countries : W ith a curious De- 
fcription of Jerufalefiit as it now appears, and 
other Places mentioned in the Holy Scriptures. 
The whole forming a compleat View of the ancient 
and modern State of great Part of Europe, Afia, 
and Africa. Publifh'd from the Author's original 
Manufcrlpt, interfpers'd with the Remarks of fe- 
veral other modern Travellers, and illuftrated with 
Hiftorical, Geographical, and Mifcellaneous Notes 
by the Editor. A Lift of the Maps and Prints 
with which this work is adorn'd. i. A Map of 
France. 2. A large View of Paris, 3. A Map 
of the Northern Parts of Italy. 4. A Map of the 
Southern and Eaftern Parts of Italy. 5. A large 
View of Rmu. 6. A Msip of Hungary j &c. with 
Turkey in Europe. 7. A Plan of Cmflantinople. 
8. A View of the Church of St. Sophia in Con- 
Jiantimpk. 9. The Serpentine Pillar, ^c. lO. 
A View of Smyrna, ii. St. JM^ Grotto, tfc. 
I2# Temple of Balbeck. 13. The Terreftrial 
Paradife. 14. A modern Map of the Holy Land. 
15. A View of the City of JerufaUm. 16. A 
Plan of the City and Country about JerufaUm. 
17. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 18. A 
Map of Egypt. , 19. Pyramids of Egypt \ the 
Sphinx s and E^ptian Mummies. 20. Mount 
Sinai, Mount Tabor, Mount Carmel, ^c. 
N. B. The Maps are all colour'd after the ncateft 
manner. Three Volumes Oftavo, Price 15 s. 

The Accomplifh'd Houfewife, or the Gentle- 
woman's Companion : Containing, i. Refleftions 
on the Education of the Fair Sex ; with Charac- 
ters for their Imitation. z» Tte ?^v\xk6xi^ K^ 
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vkc to the Ladio ; or the Art of Writing made 
eafy and entertaining. 3. InftruSions for addref* 
fing Perfons of Di(tin£Hon, ti^^ Writing or Dif- 
courfe. 4. An eafy latroduAion to the Study of 
Pradlical Arithmetic. 5. DireAions for copying 
Prints or Drawings, and Painting either in Oil or 
Water Colours, or with Crayons. 6. Diredions 
for Marketing, with refpcft to Butcher's Meat, 
Poulterer's Ware, and Fifh. 7. A Bill of Fare 
for every Month in -the Year. 8. Receipts in 
Cookery, Paftry, ^c. 9. Inftruftions for Car- 
ving and placing Difhes on the Table. 10. All 
Sorts of Pickles, made Wines, fcfr. 11. Re- 
marks on the Nature and Qualities of the moft 
common Aliments. 1 2. Recipes in Phyfick and 
Surgery. 1 3. Remarks on the Caufes and Symp- 
toms of moft Difeaics. 14. TheFlorift's Kalen^' 
dar, 15. Familiar Letters onfcveral Occafions in 
common Life ; with Inftruftions to young Orphan 
Ladies how to judge of Propofals of Marriage 
made to them widiout the Confent of their Friends 
or Gardians ; with a Word of Advice to Ladies 
who are juft married. 16. A Didionary ferving 
for the Tranflation of ordinary Englijh Words into 
more ifcholaftic ones. Concluding with fome fe- 
rious Inftrucftions for the Conduit of the Fair Sex, 
with regard to their Duty towards God, and to- 
wards their Neighbours. Price bound, 3 s. 
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